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Apology
To the chief editor of the journal Gerontechnology: We, the undersigned offer our humblest apology for 
failing to notify the journal of our intent to include Mr. Shawn Applegarth (Deceased) as lead author in 
our publication entitled “Activation thresholds and operating characteristics of commercial alarm prod-
ucts to provide surveillance for dementia caregivers; doi:10.4017/gt.2013.11.3.007.00”. Mr. Applegarth 
was both the lead scientist and author on earlier drafts on the manuscript until his untimely demise. His 
placement as first author reflected our desire to honor his overwhelming contribution to this research 
endeavor and was not intended to deceive or otherwise mislead the readership of your fine journal. 
We respectfully ask that Professor Meredeth Rowe be recognized for taking first authorship on the 
resulting manuscript following the passing of Mr. Applegarth.
Sincerely,
Meredeth Rowe PhD RN FAAN FGSA; E: mrowe1@health.usf.edu
College of Nursing, The University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida, USA
William Kearns PhD; E: kearns@usf.edu
Department of Rehabilitation and Mental Health Counseling, The University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida, 
USA
Mary E. Bowen PhD; E: mary.bowen3@va.gov 
James A. Haley Veterans Hospital, HSR&D/RR&D Center of Excellence, Tampa, Florida, USA
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