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Rectification: Board members
In reference to volume 13, number 3, the name of 
Claudia Oppenauer-Meerskraut was omitted from 
the list of ISG board members. We apologize for this 
omission.  
Ryan Woolrych PhD, ISG secretary general
E: rwoolryc@sfu.ca
doi:10.4017/gt.2016.15.1.010.00

ISG2016 Master class and conference fee reduc-
tion
The next ISG (International Society for Gerontech-
nology) master class is planned in Nice for the two 
days (September 26 and 27) before ISG2016 (Sep-
tember 28-30).
Students that have paid their master class fee may 
participate in ISG2016 for an extra fee of only €100. 
Master classes with individual tutoring of young and 
talented gerontechnologists constitute the 4th pil-
lar under the gerontechnology domain, after bian-
nual conferences, the journal, and cultural chapters1. 
Master classes originate from the musical domain, 
but are applicable to other domains with a high level 
of complexity and individuality that asks for indi-
vidual tutoring.
ISG started its two-day master classes in 2006. Stu-
dents of gerontechnology research or design may reg-
ister and are required to bring a poster of the project 
they are working on to serve as the focus of discus-
sion. Main teaching aims are project focusing, clarity 
and suitable embedding in theory and practice.
Master teachers are experienced in working at the 
crossroad of technology and gerontology. In Nice 
they include ISG Grandmasters as well as other ex-
perts.
More information at: http://www.isg2016.org/mas-
ter-class/44
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ISG2016: program and abstracts are available!
The program of the 10th World Conference of Ger-
ontechnology is out. It has been split in three parts at 
three different localities in Nice, France.
Keynotes, symposia, chaired oral sessions and mod-
erated e-poster events will take place at the Centre 
Universitaire Méditerranéen, Promenade des An-
glais (CUM). See www.isg2016.org/programme/
overview/9 for more detailed information. 
Additionally in the morning new technologies in 
action are presented on the GerontechnoPlatform 
at ESpace Delvalle Demo Center (www.isg2016.
org/programme/gerontechnoplatform/38), to be re-
played as video captures in the afternoon at CUM.
Innovations around Alzheimer disease are foreseen 
at the Institut Claude Pompidou (www.isg2016.org/
workshop-ia/45).
Accepted presentations, including their abstracts, 
may be viewed at www.gerontechnology.org.
tw:8080/ocs/index.php/csg/2016/schedConf/presen-
tations.

One-page papers to be published in Gerontechnol-
ogy 15(suppl.) have been submitted by about half of 
the presenters. The accepted ones are planned to be 
available in electronic form during the conference, 
and may also be addressed with the link above. .
Alain A. Franco MD, ISG2016 president
E: alain.franco@orange.fr
doi:10.4017/gt.2016.15.1.012.00

Cees H. Doevendans, new associate editor for Ur-
banism
Kees Doevendans (1952) 
studied urban design and 
took his PhD at the Uni-
versity of Technology Ein-
dhoven (TU/e), The Neth-
erlands. He worked as (as-
sociate) professor in urban-
ism at TU/e and Katholieke 
Universiteit (KU) Leuven, 
Belgium and had guest 
professorships at several 
European universities. He 
is member of Wolfson Col-
lege, University of Cambridge, UK. At TU/e he has  
also been Director of International Education.
His academic interests focus on history and theory 
of urbanism, the city and public space, and urban 
design and sustainability, especially from the per-
spective of the interrelation between urban design, 
technology, humanities and social sciences. 
Recently he became interested in the problematic of 
the Age Friendly City, on which subject he published 
an editorial in Gerontechnology. As an associate edi-
tor he hopes to stimulate academics and profession-
als to become creative contributors to the theme of 
Ageing and the Built Environment by delivering their 
articles to Gerontechnology, so this journal becomes 
an important player in the pioneering field of the Age 
Friendly City.
C.H. Doevendans PhD
E: c.h.doevendans@tue.nl
doi:10.4017/gt.2016.15.1.013.00

Claudia Oppenauer-Meerskraut, new associate 
editor for Health-Care Interventions
Claudia Oppenauer-
Meerskraut is a Post Doc 
Researcher at the Medi-
cal University of Vienna 
(MUV), Center for Medical 
Statistics, Informatics and 
Intelligent Systems (CeM-
SIIS). She holds degrees in 
Psychology (Mag.) and Nat-
ural Sciences (Dr.). Further 
she is a professional clini-
cal and health psycholo-
gist with practical know how in clinical diagnostics, 
counseling and interventions. Before her position at 
the MUV she has worked at the Center of Usability 
Research and Engineering (CURE) in Vienna and later 
at the Austrian Institute of Technology (AIT) in Vienna 
with main focus on user experience in older adults.  
There she was responsible for methodical design and 
analysis of the user studies in several European and 
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national projects in the area of Active Assisted Living 
(AAL). In her new position at the MUV her research 
has extended to the analysis of diverse outcome data 
(e.g. clinical signs and symptoms, quality of life, pain) 
in health care and development of corresponding in-
struments. Her research experience in AAL will be 
continued in the investigation of how technology 
support can enhance physical activity in older adults 
with and without dementia as well as cognitive func-
tioning and assessment.
Mag. Dr. C. Oppenauer-Meerskraut 
E:claudia.oppenauer-meerskraut@meduniwien.ac.at
doi:10.4017/gt.2016.15.1.014.00

Dorothy Li Bai, new associate editor for Public 
Health Gerontechnology
Dorothy Li Bai is a Post-
doctoral Research Fellow 
at the Gerontechnology 
Research Center, Yuan Ze 
University, Taiwan, and a 
Deputy Secretary-general, 
Chinese Society of Geron-
technology and Service 
Management.  During her 
first five-month appoint-
ment as a Deputy Secre-
tary-general, Chinese So-
ciety of Gerontechnology and Service Management, 
she has been responsible for the major work of the 
preparation of  the society’s annual conference ‘The 
2016 International Conference and Master Class on 
Gerontechnology and Service Management’ which 
was successfully held on May 14, 2016, at Nan Kai 
University, Nantou, Taiwan. In addition, she has been 
appointed as an executive editor of Journal of Geron-
technology and Service Management since January 
2016, and has successfully taken charge of the pub-
lication of three issues. Earlier appointments include 
tutor and research assistant at the School of Nursing, 
The University of Hong Kong, and an internship at 
Chengong Hospital, Xiamen, Mainland China. She 
holds an MD degree from Xiamen University and a 
PhD from The University of Hong Kong.
Dorothy Li Bai published in the Journal of Geron-
technology and Service Management on a range of 
gerontechnology topics, such as a robot for interac-
tive purposes, a wheelchair for transport, a pres-
sure sensor cushion, an indoor positioning system, 
motion-sensing carpets and mattresses, intergenera-
tional toys. Her prime research interest is in geron-
technology and public health.
Dorothy Li Bai MD PhD 
E: dlbai2016@saturn.yzu.edu.tw
doi:10.4017/gt.2016.15.1.015.00

Japanese Chapter
Since 2001, the Japanese chapter has been organ-
izing an annual Gerontehcnology forum. We will 
have 16th forum in this December.  In 2014 the fo-
rum was held at Sendai Information Industry Plaza, 
on December 5. Three keynotes and seven paper 
presentations were made. More than 50 participants 
were welcomed. The first keynote ‘Building Liveli-
hood Supportive community with ICT’, was pre-

sented by Prof. Akiko Ogawa of Iwate Prefectural 
University. After the East Japan earthquake, the elder 
and evacuee temporal dwelling areas required im-
mediate help with ICT. Prof. Ogawa has been uti-
lized ICT for helping elders, from 10 years before 
of the quake. Second keynote was presented by Mr. 
Kazuki Tokunaga of Softbank mobile co. Ltd. He 
talked about building assistive mobile communica-
tion services specialized for elders. The 2015 Forum 
has been held on December 11, 2015 at AIST (Ad-
vanced Industrial Science and Technology) Tokyo 
Center. Around 30 participants enjoyed 2 keynotes 
and 8 paper presentations. Prof. Hikaru Shimogaki of 
Japan College of Social Work presented the first key-
note, entitled ‘Preserving self-esteem of older people 
with dementia – from a viewpoint of care with envi-
ronmental improvement’. His long term experience 
with dementia care study has been introduced.  The 
second keynote, ‘Standardization to create new in-
dustry contributing to aged-society’ by Dr. Hiroshi 
Sato of National Institute of Advanced Industrial Sci-
ence and Technology, explained international and 
domestic standardization activities at AIST. Forum 
2016 will take place in Osaka, Saito Hills Club. We 
will have a chapter board meeting at that time. 
Shigekazu Ishihara PhD, president
E: shigekazuishihara@mac.com
doi:10.4017/gt.2016.15.1.016.00

Francophone Chapter
The ISG Francophone Chapter functions as a non-
formal think-tank in close cooperation with the 
French Society for Gerontechnology (SFTAG) fund-
ed by Professor Alain Franco. Since the Vancouver 
World Conference (2010) the Chapter is chaired by 
Gérard Cornet.
The goal of the Chapter is to promote, among the 
French speaking countries in their diversity, the ger-
ontechnology discipline by assessing technological 
innovations, and aiming at improving old persons’ 
quality of life in their daily context. This is achieved 
from a functional perspective, according to criteria 
of a legal, utility, usability, accessibility, privacy and 
ethics nature. Criteria that are to be applied in the 
product design process from concept to market. So 
far, it has been encompassing health conditions and 
improvement by technical social and economic in-
novations. It is not medically driven but humanity 
driven. In the near future with its digital revolution, 
Internet of things, robotics, new genetics, there are 
even more challenges coming to us and that are to 
be addressed by the gerontechnology discipline.
Contributions by the Francophone Chapter concern 
master classes, conferences and promotion of sym-
posia in the framework of the World Conferences. At 
ISG2016 in Nice the Chapter will present a sympo-
sium aiming at clarifying the challenge of a Sustaina-
ble Silver Economy and humanity (session scheduled 
on September 30th). The day before the members 
will meet for the periodical election of officers. 
Gérard Cornet PhD, president ISG Francophone 
Chapter
E: gerard.cornet2@sfr.fr
doi:10.4017/gt.2016.15.1.017.00
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