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small production lot completed, mar-
keting will be done through the Center
for Assistive Technology (University of
Buffalo) and Dynamic Living Inc
(Windsor, Connecticut, USA);

(iii)Easy Pump
Description: This device is used on a
gas station pump handle to assist in the
fuel dispensing operation. Persons
served include those with arthritis and
gripweakness. Status: Small produc-
tion lot completed. This product can 
be purchased through Dynamic Living
Inc;

(iv) Standing Cane
Description: A cane with retractable
legs with free standing capability when
no other options for temporary storage
are available. Serving those that are
unable to recover a fallen cane. Status:
Prototypes developed and seeking
commercial partner.

These Assistive Devices have been devel-
oped from consumer suggestions. All of

them are expected to be taken into mass
production eventually. This RERC set-up
appears to be an effective means to make
sure that industry not only fills in the needs
of the emerging knowledge based-society,
but also the needed changes called for by
the demographic evolution.
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In Memoriam Jean-Claude Gabus
(1950-2003)
On his way to Paris,
on March 18, 2003,
Jean-Claude Gabus
suddenly died from
an heart attack at the
early age of 52. He
was director of FST1,
the Fondation Suisse
pour les Téléthèses
(Swiss Foundation for
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n
Technology), and in this capacity had been
involved in RTD projects of the European
Union for many years. Only about a week
before his sudden death he was in Brussels
discussing his ideas for the future of the
programme of the Information Society
Directorate-General, and talking about the
charter he wished to introduce amongst
fellow researchers from the Assistive
Technology Industry in Europe.

Jean-Claude Gabus spent his childhood in
Le Locle. Already as a boy he loved do-it-
yourself and had only one interest: repair-
ing damaged everyday objects. In 1972,
following some personal experiences that
had affected him, he tried to meet people’s
needs with technological aids. He was
hired by the company Carba, where he put
to use his first inventions and developed a
line of communication-aid products. In
less than ten years he had gained recogni-
tion for the quality of its products by users,
therapists, teachers, parents’ associations,
and even by the Swiss Invalidity Insurance
scheme. His fame already transcended
Switzerland’s borders. He then created FST
on December 16, 19821. 

In 20 years more than 10,000 disabled and
older persons in Switzerland and 6,000
abroad benefited from the FST’s services.
Among the best-known and most striking
innovations there was Hector (1984), the
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first apparatus to speak six languages and
be programmable according to the user’s
requirements. Next came James (1986), a
revolutionary remote control capable of
learning codes to facilitate the control of
electronic devices and later on of allowing
control of the environment in a wider
sense. It was followed by Quo Vadis 1, an
installation designed to prevent people
subject to wandering (Alzheimer’s disease
sufferers) from being confined to a restrict-
ed space. Then came B.A.BAR in 2000 (an
apparatus capable of reading bar codes
and speaking with a digitalized voice),
whose aim was to facilitate language
learning and speech therapy and which
opened up new prospects for the use of
technical aids. Finally, Quo Vadis 2, which
was installed at the psycho-geriatric can-
tonal hospital of Perreux.

The work of Jean-Claude Gabus would not
have been possible without the assistance

of his co-workers, to whom he listened
constantly, seeking to make the best of
each person’s skills. He was also able to
win the confidence and support of public
and private organizations, both Swiss and
foreign, without which the FST would not
have been able to develop. He always dis-
played a tireless spirit of creativity and a
sense of human relations that put people
before technology. His exceptional quali-
ties earned him nine prestigious awards,
including the l’Express prize and that of
the Institut Neuchâtelois. 

Jean-Claude’s enthusiasm and memory
will stay with us in the domain of Assistive
Technology and Design for All.
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Book Review
WHO’s Ageing & Life Course Program,
2002. Active Ageing. A Policy Framework.
Geneva: World Health Organization. WHO
/ NMH / NPH 02.8. This fully illustrated 60-
pages publication can be downloaded
from: 
www.who.int/hpr/ageing/index.htm; 
the authors may be reached on: 
activeageing@who.int 

One of the signs of our evolution towards a
real information society is the electronic
availability of full scale scientific and policy
publications free of charge and ready for
print. The quality of your own printer and
binding facilities is the limit. And, if you
don’t want to keep it, you may read it from
the screen. 

This contribution of the World Health
Organization to the Second United Nations
World Assembly on Ageing (Madrid, Spain,
April 2002) is intended to stimulate the for-
mulation of action plans that promote

healthy and active ageing. For feedback pur-
poses, a preliminary version was widely cir-
culated  in three different languages:
English, French and Spanish. In addition
feedback workshops were held in Brazil,
Canada, the Netherlands, Spain, and the
United Kingdom, and an expert group meet-
ing took place in Kobe, Japan in January
2002 with participants from 21 countries.

Active Ageing seeks answers to a number of
fundamental questions on remaining vital,
independent, and active in the ageing
process, and on preventing bankruptcy of
health care and social security systems. It
targets governmental decision-makers, the
non-governmental sector and the private
sector, and -indeed- it also addresses
researchers and engineers, to achieve the
goal that healthy older persons remain a
resource to their families, communities, and
economies as stated in the WHO Brasilia
Declaration on Ageing and Health in 1996.
The publication is divided into 5 sections.
Part 1 states that global ageing is both a tri-
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