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ETH ICS IN D O M O TICS (R EPLY)

Pre viously van Be rlo

1

 state d th at “It is  e th ically 

not acce ptable  to us e  cam e ras  for ach ie ving cost 

e fficie ncy in th e  care  of pe ople  w ith  m e ntal disab-

ilitie s ”. I fully agre e  w ith  th is  state m e nt, as  far as  

th e s e  cam e ras  are  only us e d for pas s ive  m onitor-

ing during care  at nigh t and in th e  e ve ning. Pe r-

sonal privacy is  a gre at good th at s h ould not be  

re m ove d from  a pe rson unle s s  it is  absolute ly un-

avoidable . Be s ide  th is , fam ily m e m be rs  are  not 

always  com fortable  w ith  th e  th ough t th at 

m oth e r or fath e r are  be ing watch e d.

H ow e ve r, m uch  of th e  pas s ive  cam e ra m onitor-

ing could be  transform e d in 2-way com m unica-

tion on de m and be tw e e n care r and clie nt in a 

vide oph one  e nvironm e nt. Th is  m ore  active  us e  

of cam e ra-te ch nology h as  prove n to be  s ucce s s -

ful

2

. Vide oph one  syste m s  cre ate  a fe e ling of 

social s e curity. It doe s  not be ar th e  privacy re -

strictions  of pas s ive  cam e ra m onitoring, at th e  

sam e  tim e  im proving a de m and drive n care . Pe r-

sons  m ay conne ct to th e  syste m  w h e ne ve r th e y 

fe e l lik e  it.

Th e  sm all com m unitie s  of inde pe nde ntly living 

pe rsons  w ith  no s e ve re  m e ntal disabilitie s  as  

m e ntione d by Van Be rlo

1

 could be ne fit gre atly 

from  such  a vide oph one  s e t-up. It would not 

only dim inis h  th e  ne e d for dire ct pe rsonal care  

at nigh t but also during th e  day.  O lde r adults  

w ith  s e ve re  m e ntal disabilitie s  could be  m on-

itore d by us e  of oth e r te ch nologie s  th an th at of 

cam e ras. Th e  D utch  as sociation for h om e care  

(LVT) is  in th e  proce s s  of e valuating all national 

proje cts  now  us ing a vide oph one  te ch niq ue , to 

be  com ple te d by autum n th is  ye ar. 

Re fe re nce s

1.   Be rlo A van. Eth ics  in dom otics. Ge ronte ch no-

logy 3(3):170;2005

2.   www.cam care .nl; acce s s e d July 2, 2005

H e lianth e  S.M. Kort  Ph D

Faculty Ch air D e m and D rive n Care , Faculty of 

H e alth  Care , H oge sch ool van Utre ch t,

Utre ch t, Th e  Ne th e rlands

E: h illy.k ort@h vu.nl

BO O K  R EVIEW

Ch arne s s , N. &  W arne r Sch aie , K. (Eds.) (2003) 

Im pact of Te ch nology on Succe s sful Aging. Ne w  

York : Springe r, 352 page s. ISBN 0-8261-2403-8. 

Price : US$47.9 5

Th is  volum e  is  th e  fifte e nth  in th e  s e rie s  ‘Socie t-

al Im pact on Aging’ th at starte d in 19 89  and 

w h ich  pre s e nts  th e  contributions  of confe re nce s  

in a spe cial way. Th e re  are  s ix re vie w s  on a re -

stricte d num be r of topics  w h ich  are  follow e d by 

two discus s ion pape rs , one  by a scie ntist of th e  

sam e  discipline , and one  from  a ne igh bouring 

discipline . W h e re as  discus s ion and m ultidisciplin-

arity m igh t be  th ough t to prom ote  dis s e nt and 

controve rsy, th is  is  not th e  cas e  in th is  volum e  

th at sports  constructive  com m e nts  and agre e -

m e nt. Roge rs  and Fis k  introduce  th e  ge ne ral 

topic w ith  a com pre h e ns ive  re vie w  of w h e re  te ch -

nology fails  to be  usable  and w h at can be  done  

to counte r th is . Th e y s h ow  th at de s igne rs  con-

s iste ntly unde re stim ate  th e  inh e re nt variability 

in th e  population, of young and olde r pe ople  

alik e ; a point force fully e m ph as iz e d by Ch ar-

ne s s . Sch ie be r provide s  an adm irably broad 

re vie w  of th e  e ffe ct of aging on vis ion, h e aring, 

atte ntion and m e m ory. Inte re sting ne w  ph e nom -

e na h e  pre s e nts  are  th at re duction in colour 

s e ns itivity can be  com pe nsate d q uite  w e ll by in-

cre as ing lum inance . Anoth e r is  th at th e  de cline  

in spe e ch  inte lligibility, docum e nte d alre ady by 

Je rge r to start in th e  m id th irtie s , can be  re -

duce d by providing s e m antic conte xt of ne igh -

bouring words. Com m e nting on th e  de s ign 

guide line s  propos e d by Sch ie be r, Foz ard note s  

th at consum e r e ducation is  also lack ing, e .g., in 

re lation to h e aring aids. From  th e  re vie w  by 

Cz aja and Le e  th e  re ade r can de duce  th at actual 

e m pirical re s e arch  on Inte rne t us e  by olde r 

pe ople  is  rath e r scarce ; m uch  m ore  is  k nown on 

th e  capability of olde r pe ople  to le arn to us e  

software  applications. H e lpfully, Morre ll, D aile y 

and Rous s e au pre s e nt th e ir study on th e  usabil-

ity of th e  w e bs ite  NIH Se niorH e alth .gov from  

w h ich  it appe ars  th at e xisting guide line s  can 

still be  too vague , but as  th e y claim , th e  de s ign 

of th e  s ite  can s e rve  as  an inte re sting m ode l. A 

m ost w e lcom e  ch apte r is  th at by Mann on th e  be -

ne fits  of as s istive  te ch nology, both  in te rm s  of 

financial cost and in te rm s  of ph ys ical and psy-

ch ological w e ll-be ing. W h ile  as s istive  te ch nology 

in m ost cas e s  cannot pre ve nt furth e r de cline , it 

could be  s h own th at th e  lack  of as s istive  te ch no-

logy le ads  to m uch  gre ate r de cline , and in th e  

e nd far h igh e r costs. Ye t, te ch nology m ay not be  

s e e n as  as s istive  at all. According to th e  study 

by W ah l and Molle nk opf consum e r products , 

m ostly for e nte rtainm e nt and com m unication, 

h ave  a h igh e r diffus ion rate  and popularity th an 

dom e stic appliance s. Re m ark ably, w h ile  pe ople  

h ave  about th e  sam e  num be r of bad e xpe rie nce s  

for h ous e h old te ch nology as  for com m unication 

and e nte rtainm e nt products , th e y h ave  m ore  

fe ar for th e  latte r, w h ich  s e e m s  strange  cons ide r-

ing th e  pote ntial ph ys ical ris k s . W ah l and Molle n-

k opf argue  th at e xpe rim e ntal inte re st h as  

large ly gone  to th e  m icro le ve l, and not to th e  

broade r socie tal factors  th at influe nce  te ch no-

logy us e . In th e  final ch apte r Liu and Park  give  

som e  inte re sting e xam ple s  of h ow  te ch nology 

can be  us e d e ffe ctive ly in supporting corre ct 
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m e dication or h ow  m obile  ph one s  w ith  a m inim -

al inte rface  can be  im m e ns e ly us e ful in s itu-

ations  of frailty. Th e re  is  som e  duplication in 

th is  ch apte r w ith  th at of Sch ie be r about m e m ory 

th at could h ave  be e n be tte r co-ordinate d. An in-

triguing finding is  m e ntione d by th e  auth ors  in 

th at olde r pe ople  h aving re ad false  inform ation 

te nd to th ink  it is  true  on re pe ate d re ading, 

unlik e  younge r folk s , w h o ge t m ore  convince d it 

is  false . It provide s  an inte re sting glim ps e  of th e  

factors  one  could look  at in introducing te ch no-

logy into socie ty. Morrow  s h ow s  th at e ve n bas ic 

te ch nology, lik e  note  tak ing, can im prove  e lde rly 

cognitive  functioning im pre s s ive ly. Anoth e r prac-

tical obs e rvation is  th at by Gue ldne r and Loe b, 

w h o studie d th e  be ne fit of a te le ph one  for 

pe ople  w ith  ph ys ical lim itations. It is  a be autiful 

e xam ple  of h ow  care ful obs e rvation of s im ple  

activitie s  can produce  valuable  ins igh ts  of gre at 

practical re le vance . 

D e spite  its  title  th is  book  is  s ufficie ntly varie d to 

e vok e  broad inte re st; e m ine ntly suitable  for th e  

re s e arch e r in th is  are a, us e ful for graduate  stu-

de nts , but m aybe  som e w h at le s s  appe aling for 

th e  th e orist.

D on G. Bouw h uis  Ph D

E: d.g.b ouw h uis @tue .nl

PEO PLE

Rich ard Pie pe r h onorary m e m b e r for life !

Rich ard Pie pe r was  appointe d h onorary m e m be r 

of th e  Inte rnational Socie ty for Ge ronte ch nology 

in a Board Me e ting in Nagoya, May 27, 2005. 

Earlie r appointe d h onorary m e m be rs  are  

H e rm an Boum a, Vappu Taipale  and Jan Graaf-

m ans.

Prof. Rich ard Pie pe r h as  

q ualifications  in sociology 

of urban and social plan-

ning, te ch nology and e nvir-

onm e nt, and ge rontology. 

H e  re ce ive d h is  Ph .D . in so-

ciology at th e  Unive rs ity of 

H am burg and h is  ‘H abilita-

tion’ at th e  Te ch nical Uni-

ve rs ity of Munich . Since  

19 9 4 h e  is  profe s sor for urban studie s  and 

social planning at th e  Unive rs ity of Bam be rg. H is  

m ain fie lds  of re s e arch  are  in age ing and te ch no-

logy, and planning and m anage m e nt of social 

and h e alth  care  syste m s. Be s ide s  studie s  on con-

sultation of h om e  adaptations  for th e  e lde rly 

and ge riatric am bulant re h abilitation h e  particip-

ate d s ince  19 9 6 in two EU-proje cts  in th e  fie ld of 

e lde rly care : PLANEC (19 9 6-9 8) - a R& D  proje ct 

in th e  Te le m atics  Application program m e  de ve l-

oping a PC-application for planning, m onitoring 

and e valuation of e lde rly care  syste m  in Europe  

(s ubcontractor), TED  (19 9 7-9 9 ) - Te ch nology, 

Eth ics  and D e m e ntia, a conce rte d action unde r 

BIO MED 2 studying th e  options  for th e  s upport 

of inde pe nde nt living of pe rsons  w ith  de m e ntia 

and th e ir care rs  by innovative  te ch nologie s  and 

de ve loping a PC-application for th e  stim ulation 

and activation of de m e ntia patie nts  (co-ordinat-

or). From  19 9 2 - 19 9 6 h e  was  re pre s e ntative  for 

Ge rm any in th e  EU-program  CO ST A5 ‘Age ing 

and Te ch nology’. Since  2001 h e  is  partne r for 

Ge rm any in th e  EU-Th e m atic Ne twork  ‘CARMEN - 

Th e  Care  and Manage m e nt of Se rvice s  for O lde r 

Pe ople  in Europe  Ne twork ’. 

Rich ard is  one  of th e  co-founde rs  of th e  Inte rna-

tional Socie ty for Ge ronte ch nology, and s e rve d 

m ore  th an 3 te rm s  on th e  Board, usually h olding 

th e  office  of vice -pre s ide nt. In addition h e  organ-

iz e d th e  s ucce s sful 3rd Inte rnational Confe re nce  

on Ge ronte ch nology in Munich  in 19 9 9 .

Jan Ek be rg, ISG Se cre tary-Ge ne ral.

E: jan.e k b e rg@s tak e s .fi

ISG BUSINESS

Im pre s s ions  from  th e  Nagoya Confe re nce

Som e  statistics : th e  confe re nce  counte d 200 par-

ticipants  from  16 diffe re nt countrie s . In total 

74% of th e  participants  originate d from  6 diffe r-

e nt As ian nations. Europe  was  pre s e nt w ith  8 

countrie s  and 37 participants  (18.5%), w h ile  2 

countrie s  of North  Am e rica accounte d of 15 pe r-

sons  or 7.5% of th e  atte ndance .

D iscus s ions  w e re  live ly and re sulte d in a good 

e xch ange  of inform ation as  to th e  s ituation and 

te ch nological options  in th e  diffe re nt ge ograph -

ical re gions. Kans e i e ngine e ring (us e r-orie nte d 

de s ign) appe are d to be  th e  m ainstre am  in Japan, 

m ak ing it an e xam ple  to th e  re st of th e  world.

A m ore  de taile d re port w ill be  include d in th e  

ne xt is s ue .

M. Nagam ach i (te xt)

Ne il Ch arne ss  (picture s )

Pe o p le  / I SG  B u s i n e s s

Plenary m e eting
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D raft-m inute s  of th e  Ge ne ral As -

s e m b ly of M ay 26, 2005, Nagoya, Japan

Pre s e nt: 19  m e m be rs  from  5 countrie s

Apologie s : Tre asure r W ie t Kore n 

1. W e lcom e

Pre s ide nt of ISG, H e rm an Boum a ope ne d th e  

m e e ting at 6 pm  and w e lcom e d th e  parti-

cipants. Jan Ek be rg was  e le cte d as  s e cre tary for 

th e  m e e ting.

2. D raft m inute s  from  th e  As s e m b ly m e e ting 

2002

Th e  draft m inute s  of th e  Ge ne ral As s e m bly of 

Nove m be r 10, 2002, Miam i, USA w e re  approve d 

w ith  th e  corre ction th at Kaz uo Yam aba (local or-

ganis ing com m itte e ) was  e le cte d to th e  board.

3. Announce m e nts

Paolo D ario pre s e nte d th e  draft conte nt for an 

ISG confe re nce  20-23 May 2008 in Pisa. Th e  Itali-

an population is  aging ve ry fast. Th e  re s e arch  

on te ch nology for supporting olde r pe ople  is  

ve ry dive rs ifie d including, for instance , com m u-

nications , inform ation te ch nology, robotics. Th e  

confe re nce  could be  organis e d partly in co-ope r-

ation w ith  oth e r organisations  in orde r to ge t at-

te ndants  from  oth e r discipline s  to ge t inte r-

e ste d in ge ronte ch nology. 

Th e  As s e m bly approve d th e  proposal to h ave  

th e  ne xt confe re nce  in Pisa.

Vice  pre s ide nt Ne il Ch arne s s  gave  a s h ort ove r-

vie w  of th e  Miam i ISG congre s s  2002. Th e  

num be r of participants , 161, was  a little  too 

sm all w h ich  re s ulte d in a sm all loss. But th e  con-

fe re nce  as  s uch  was  good and appre ciate d.

Vice  pre s ide nt Mitsuo Nagam ach i, ge ne ral ch air 

for th e  organis ing com m itte e , gave  an ove rvie w  

of th e  Nagoya confe re nce . O rganis ing com m it-

te e  pre s ide nt was  Noritak a Sh im iz u, s e nior ad-

visor to th e  board, Toyota Motor Corporation. 

Profe s sor Kaz uo Yam aba ch aire d th e  local organ-

is ing com m itte e , and Ke n Sagawa th e  program  

com m itte e . Final num be r of acce pte d pape rs  

was  142 and acce pte d poste rs  26. Th e  num be r 

of participants  was  181 (turne d out late r to be  

as  h igh  as  200).

4. Re ports

Exe cutive  b oard re port: Th e  inte rnational soci-

e ty for Ge ronte ch nology h as  be e n pre s e nte d at 

m any congre s s e s  during th e  last pe riod in EU, 

US and Japan. 

Pub lication com m itte e : Th e  journal is  now  th e  

pre dom inant m e dium  for ISG. Th e  Socie ty could 

publis h  is s ue s  2-4 of volum e  2, and 1-4 of 

volum e  3. Anne lie s  van Bronsw ijk  gave  a s h ort 

ove rvie w  of th e  pe e r re vie w ing proce s s  and told 

th e  m e m be rs  th at th e re  are  about 20 

m anuscripts  in th e  various  re vie w  ph as e s  at th is  

m om e nt, but still m ore  m anuscripts  are  ne e de d.

Finance s: Anne lie s  van Bronsw ijk  gave  a s h ort 

ove rvie w . Th e  socie ty h as  s ucce s sfully got m ore  

and m ore  m e m be rs  e ve ry ye ar, th e  total num be r 

I SG  B u s i n e s s

Flock ing in th e  e xh ibition h all

Lively discussion (Jam e s Foz ard)

Ch airs m e eting: Mitsuo Nagam ach i, ch air of th e  

confe rence  (left) and H e rm an Boum a, pre side nt 

of th e  ISG

Am az ing drum m ing at th e  banquet
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now  surpas s ing 100. In addition 15 librarie s  

h ave  subscribe d to th e  journal.  But still ne w  

m e m be rs  are  ne e de d, and all s h ould be  active  in 

th e  re cruiting of th e m . Re gional Ch apte rs  ( > 25 

m e m be rs) are  be ing founde d in Japan (East As ia 

re gion), and late r in Italy and th e  Nordic re gion

Th e  Board succe e de d in obtaining a loan from  

th e  H e rm an Boum a Foundation for Ge ronte ch no-

logy to finance  part of th e  journal is s ue s . 

Incom e  from  m e m be rs h ip fe e s  and subscrip-

tions  doe s  not ye t counte r th e  costs  of produ-

cing is s ue s . To ach ie ve  a balance , incom e  m ust 

incre as e . Th is  m ay be  done  by incre as ing th e  

m e m be rs h ip and th e  num be r of subscrib ing lib-

rarie s , or by s e lling adve rtis e m e nts. A th ird 

option is  to com bine  th e  s e lling of adve rtis e -

m e nts  w ith  th e  as sociate  m e m be rs h ip. As sociate  

(corporate ) m e m be rs h ip (1500 €/ye ar) w ill th e n 

include  re ce iving th e  journal and th e  righ t to ad-

ve rtis e  (h alf a page  in e ach  is s ue ). Me m be rs h ip 

fe e  is  unch ange d, 100 €/ye ar and 500 €/ye ar 

for non-profit As sociate  Me m be rs.

ISG Article s of Association 

Th e  te xt publis h e d in Ge ronte ch nology May 

2005, Vol 3, No 4, (p260-262) was  update d and 

subs e q ue ntly approve d. Th e  approve d ve rs ion 

w ill be  publis h e d on th e  ISG w e bs ite .

(Th e  Board h as  be e n e nlarge d, and m e e ts  in con-

ne ction w ith  th e  confe re nce  e ve ry 3

rd

 ye ar. Part 

of it, th e  ne w  Council, m e e ts  e ve ry ye ar. Th e  as -

sociate  s e cre tary for th e  ne xt confe re nce  particip-

ate s  in th e  Council.)  

ISG Bye law s 

Th e  te xt publis h e d in Ge ronte ch nology D e c 

2004, Vol 3, No 2, (p119 -122) was  update d and 

subs e q ue ntly approve d. Th e  approve d ve rs ion 

w ill be  publis h e d on th e  ISG w e bs ite .

Th e  ne w  Council re place s  th e  old Board.

5. Ele ctions

Pre s ide nt, H e rm an Boum a, Ne th e rlands , 2

nd

 te rm

Editor-in-ch ie f of th e  Journal, Anne lie s  (J.E.M.H .) 

van Bronsw ijk , Ne th e rlands , 2nd te rm

Ge ne ral s e cre tary, Jan Ek be rg, Finland, 2

nd

 te rm

Tre as ure r, W ie t (L.G.H .) Kore n, Ne th e rlands , 2

nd

 

te rm

Vice -pre s ide nt as  organiz e r of th e  Nagoya Con-

fe re nce : Mitsuo Nagam ach i, Japan, 2

nd

 te rm

Vice -Pre s ide nt as  organiz e r of th e  ne xt confe r-

e nce : Paolo D ario, Italy

As s ociate  s e cre tary, Gius e ppe  Ane rdi, Italy

O th e r Board M e m b e rs :

D ario Bracco, Italy

Ne il Ch arne s s , USA, Ch airpe rson of th e  Editorial 

Board, 3

rd

 te rm

Roge r Cole m an, Unite d K ingdom

France sco Franch im on, Ne th e rlands , office r for 

adve rtis e m e nts  and oth e r paid ne w s  ite m s  in th e  

Journal

Ram on M. Gutm ann, Arge ntine  

Kaz uo Yam aba, Japan, 2

nd

 te rm

H ans -W e rne r W ah l, Ge rm any

Re gional re pre s e ntative s : O ld m e m be rs  contin-

ue . Th e  list of nam e s  and addre s s e s  w ill be  pub-

lis h e d on th e  ISG w e b s ite s . Pos s ible  ch ange s  

can be  com m unicate d to th e  s e cre tary ge ne ral 

Jan Ek be rg. E: jan.e k b e rg@s tak e s .fi

6. Future  Activitie s  2002-2005

Sixth  W orld Congre s s  of Ge ronte ch nology w ill 

be  h e ld on 20-23 May 2008 in Pisa, Italy.

Th e  goal is  to ge t m ore  m e m be rs , re gional 

ch apte rs , industrial as sociate  m e m be rs  as  w e ll 

as  m ore  non-profit as sociate  m e m be rs.

7. O th e r Bus ine s s

None

8. Ne xt m e e ting

Ne xt m e e ting w ill be  in conjunction of th e  ne xt 

congre s s  in Pisa, in 2008.

H e rm an Boum a, Ch airm an of th e  m e eting

Jan Ek be rg, Secretary of th e  m e eting

Scuola Supe riore  Sant'Anna w il organiz e  th e  

2008 confe re nce !

Th e  Scuola Supe riore  Sant’Anna (SSSA, 

h ttp://www.s s sup.it) in Pisa is  a public, re s ide n-

tial unive rs ity offe ring opportunitie s  in re s e arch  

and advance d studie s  in social scie nce s  (e co-

nom ics  and m anage m e nt, law , political sci-

e nce ) and e xpe rim e ntal scie nce s  (e ngine e ring, 

m e dicine  and agricultural scie nce ). Th e  

Sch ool's  m is s ion is  to e ducate  stude nts  in a 

stim ulating and active  acade m ic e nvironm e nt 

offe ring pe rsonalis e dunde rgraduate  tutoring, 

graduate  program s  (m aste r's  and doctoral pro-

gram s), and continuing e ducation profe s s ional 

cours e s . Th e  Sch ool participate s  in m ultiple  

and grow ing inte rnational ne twork s  of acade m -

ic and oth e r re s e arch  institutions , e xch anging 

program s  w ith  inte rnational profe s s ional and 

bus ine s s  as sociations , industry and public 

age ncie s  in various  re s e arch  are as  s uch  as  ap-

I SG  B u s i n e s s

Entrance  of Polo Sant'Anna Valdera re store d in 

2002
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plie d m e dical re s e arch , bus ine s s  organisation 

and training; bas ic and applie d scie ntific re -

s e arch  and cutting-e dge  te ch nological de ve lop-

m e nt.

Th e  re s e arch  structure  of th e  Scuola Supe riore  

Sant’Anna is  com pos e d of s e ve ral laboratorie s  

active  in diffe re nt re s e arch  fie lds. Am ong th e m  

w e  cite : 

Th e  ARTS Lab  (Advance d Robotics  Te ch nology 

and Syste m  Laboratory) founde d in 19 89 , h as  

be e n purpos e ly e stablis h e d w ith  th e  aim  of carry-

ing out th e ore tical and e xpe rim e ntal re s e arch  in 

b iom e dical robotics  and b ioe ngine e ring. More  

th an 45 full-tim e  m ultidisciplinary re s e arch e rs  in-

ve stigate  scie ntific and te ch nological proble m s  

as sociate d w ith  th e  de ve lopm e nt of com pone nts  

and inte grate d syste m s  for s e ns ing de vice s , ne ur-

oscie nce , autom atic control, inform ation te ch no-

logy, te le m atics , b io-e ngine e ring, b io-m e ch atron-

ics , h um anoid robotics , b io-m e dical s ignal and 

m ove m e nt analys is , training m e th odologie s , in-

novative  m ate rials , innovation and te ch nology 

transfe r. Th e  ARTS Lab h as  activate d a Joint 

Laboratory for Re s e arch  on H um anoid Robotics  

at th e  W as e da Unive rs ity of Tok yo, Japan. 

Th e  CRIM  Lab  (Ce ntre  for Re s e arch  in Micro-e n-

gine e ring) was  e stablis h e d at th e  SSSA w ith  th e  

spe cific m is s ion to pe rform  applie d re s e arch  on 

m icro-m e ch atronics  m ainly in th e  b iom e dical 

fie ld, and to im ple m e nt s e rvice  activitie s  aim e d 

at prom oting th e  industrial tak e -up and e xploita-

tion. Th e  CRIM Lab h as  m ore  th an 40 full tim e  re -

s e arch e rs  pos s e s s ing inte rdisciplinary e xpe rtis e ; 

a variable  num be r of graduate  stude nts  are  also 

involve d.

Th e  E-Z  Lab , Re s e arch  Ce ntre  on Te ch nology 

and Support Se rvice s  to Longe vity, e stablis h e d 

in 2001, inte grate s  e xpe rtis e s  in b ioe ngine e ring, 

social and e conom ic scie nce s , h um an factors , 

m ark e t analys is , m e dicine  and law  and prom ote s  

proje ct and cultural initiative s  aim e d at support-

ing th e  ne e ds  of s e nior citiz e ns  w ith  th e  industri-

al innovation opportunitie s  re late d to longe vity. 

Various  re s e arch  proje cts  h ave  be e n carrie d out 

in th is  fram e . Th e y include  pe rsonal care  facilit-

ie s  conform ing to th e  variable  profile  of olde r or 

im paire d us e rs  and inte grate d in a dom otic ne t-

work , th e  study of active  prosth e tic am bie nts  to 

im prove  th e  safe ty and th e  q uality of life  of m od-

e rate  cognitive ly im paire d facilitating th e ir living 

at h om e , w h ile  ligh te ning th e  burde n of care -

give rs. Particular atte ntion is  de vote d to th e  de -

ve lopm e nt of m e ch atronic and robotic syste m s  

for th e  com pre h e ns ion of th e  m odification of 

th e  m otor control strate gie s  induce d by th e  

aging proce s s  and to as s e s s  in unstructure d 

e nvironm e nt th e  pe rform ance  of s e nior citiz e ns.

An im portant proje ct (Pe ccioli for th e  Elde rly) 

h as  be e n carrie d out in th e  last te n ye ars  toge th -

e r w ith  th e  Municipality of Pe ccioli (a sm all vil-

lage  ne ar Pisa), le ading to a h igh ly innovative  

ne twork  of social and h e alth care  s e rvice s  for th e  

e lde rly, including a h igh -te ch  nurs ing h om e . 

It w ill be  cle ar from  th e  above  th at th e  Scuola Su-

pe riore  Sant'Anna is  w e ll e q uippe d to organiz e  

th e  ne xt inte rnational ISG Confe re nce  as  h as  

be e n stipulate d by th e  Ge ne ral As s e m bly of th e  

ISG in Nagoya in May th is  ye ar.

Paolo D ario Ph D , Scuola Supe riore  Sant'Anna, 

Pisa, Italy

E: dario@s s s up.it

W O RLD  NEW S

Arge ntine an Initiative  to Fos te r Ne w  Te ch no-

logy for O lde r Pe rs ons

In 2003, th e  Gove rnm e nt of Arge ntina ide ntifie d 

as  a national priority th e  infrastructure  cre ation 

for industrial de ve lopm e nt of te ch nological aids  

for olde r citiz e ns. Th e  National Institute  for In-

dustrial Te ch nology – INTI (www.inti.gov.ar ), th e  

country's  official standards  body and nationw ide  

ne twork  of R& D  ce ntre s , was  m andate d w ith  th e  

e stablis h m e nt of a re s e arch  and de ve lopm e nt 

and industry liaison unit to ach ie ve  th is  strate gic 

goal. 

Th e  Te ch nology for Se rving th e  Elde rly R& D  pro-

gram m e , w h ich  is  sch e dule d to be gin ope rations  

e arly in 2005, is  to be  an inte rface  be tw e e n in-

dustry (particularly SMEs) and INTI's  ne twork  of 

spe cialty laboratorie s  (including m e ch anical e n-

gine e ring, e le ctronics , m ate rials  scie nce , de s ign, 

and h um an factors). SMEs  aim ing to de ve lop 

ne w  as s istive  products  for th e  3rd age  m ark e t, 

but lack ing th e  facilitie s  or k now -h ow  for in-

h ous e  de ve lopm e nt, can apply to INTI for re -

s e arch  and product de ve lopm e nt to be  pe r-

form e d on th e ir be h alf at INTI laboratorie s , re s -

ulting in advance d prototype s  for m ark e t te st-

ing. In Nove m be r 2004, INTI h e ld in Bue nos  

Aire s  th e  ‘First Sym pos ium  on Te ch nology in th e  

Se rvice  of O lde r Pe ople ’. O ve r 300 de le gate s , 

W o rld  N e w s

Th e  ne w ly built CRIM Lab of th e  Scuola, in use  

s ince  2003
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from  Arge ntina, Paraguay, and Uruguay, atte n-

de d th e  e ve nt; th e y re pre s e nte d th e  e ntire  profe s -

s ional spe ctrum  of age ing is s ue s , include d e x-

pe rts  in ge rontology, ge riatrics , cardiology, ne ur-

ology, re h abilitation e ngine e ring, and institution-

al care . A cons ide rable  num be r of SME re pre s e nt-

ative  and private  inve ntors  (including an official 

of th e  National As sociation of Inve ntors) also par-

ticipate d; m any of w h om  are  e age r to de ve lop 

and m ark e t ne w  te ch nological products  for th e  

3rd-age  m ark e t.  Inte rnational k e y note  spe ak -

e rs , invite d from  th e  USA and Is rae l, de scribe d 

th e ir re spe ctive  organisations ' e xpe rie nce s  in 

te ch nology re s e arch  and de ve lopm e nt for th e  be -

ne fit of olde r pe ople . D uring th e  inte ns ive  two-

day m e e ting, th irty pape rs  w e re  pre s e nte d, cove r-

ing a w ide  range  of is s ue s , including m e dical, 

e conom ic, psych osocial, product e ngine e ring 

and de s ign, and policy. In paralle l w ith  th e  sym -

pos ium  and program m e  launch , INTI h as  pub-

lis h e d on its  w e b s ite  th re e  catalogue s  in Span-

is h : a catalogue  of as s istive  and re h abilitative  

products  de ve lope d and m anufacture d by Arge n-

tine an com panie s  (www.inti.gov.ar/te r-

ce rae dad/pdf /Catalogo_productos1.pdf); a ge n-

e ral com pe ndium  of com m e rcially available  as -

s istive  de vice s  (www.inti.gov.ar/te r-

ce rae dad/pdf/Catalogo_-ayudas2.pdf); and a 

s h owcas e  catalogue  of work  by a tale nte d te am  

of young industrial de s igne rs  w h o w e re  invite d 

by INTI to cre ate  prototype  as s istive  products  

for display during th e  sym pos ium  

(www.inti.gov.ar/te rce rae dad/pdf/Catalogos_de -

sarrollo3.pdf) . Priz e s  w e re  awarde d for th e  be st 

de s igns. Alth ough  s e ve ral of th e s e  product ide as  

alre ady h ave  com m e rcially available  counte r-

parts , th e  cre ative  output of th e  group de m on-

strate s  Arge ntina's  de s ign tale nt at th e  disposal 

of com panie s  w is h ing to e nte r th is  nasce nt 

m ark e t s e ctor. 

A book  of th e  sym pos ium  pre s e ntations  is  e xpe c-

te d to be  publis h e d during 2005. For m ore  in-

form ation on th is  and INTI's  program m e  on te ch -

nology for olde r pe ople , contact Ing. Rafae l Ko-

h anoff, e m ail: rk oh anoff@inti.gov.ar.

Lawre nce  Norm ie

E: LRNorm ie @jdc.org.il

FICD AT: A Fe s tival of Inte rnational Confe r-

e nce s  on D is ab ility, Aging, and Te ch nology

Th is  sm orgasbord of profe s s ional m e e tings  on 

age ing is s ue s  is  to tak e  place  concurre ntly in 

Toronto during th e  pe riod June  16-19 , 2007. 

Th e  four confe re nce  th e m e s  are  (i) Grow ing 

olde r w ith  a disability; (ii) Te ch nology and 

Aging, (iii) Advance s  in ne uro-re h abilitation, and 

(iv) Care give rs  and e s s e ntial partne rs  in care . 

Unde r th e  ae gis  of FICD AT, th e  2nd Inte rnational 

Confe re nce  on Te ch nology and Aging w ill e x-

plore  h ow  te ch nological advance s  can contribute  

to a pos itive  q uality of life  as  w e  age . Th e  confe r-

e nce  w ill provide  an opportunity for re s e arch e rs , 

de s igne rs , policy m ak e rs  and consum e rs  to 

pre s e nt and le arn about ne w  and innovative  te ch -

nologie s  be ing de ve lope d to h e lp olde r adults  

participate  fully in th e ir daily live s. Topics  of in-

te re st w ill include  th e  de s ign and us e  of as s ist-

ive  te ch nology, sm art h om e s  and inte llige nt sys -

te m s , te ch nology for care  giving, im pact and out-

com e s  of te ch nology on q uality of life , and 

policy and le gislative  is s ue s , as  w e ll as  topics  re -

late d to safe ty and pe rform ance  standards  for 

ne w  te ch nologie s . According to confe re nce  co-

ch air D r. Ge off Fe rnie , th e  Fe stival is  a conce pt 

th at w ill allow  four re ally s ignificant confe re nce s  

to be  h e ld in an e nvironm e nt in w h ich  th e re  w ill 

be  opportunitie s  for gre ate r inte raction be tw e e n 

th e  confe re nce  de le gate s , w ith  e conom y of scale  

for confe re nce  adm inistration.  "It look s  as  

th ough  th is  is  be com ing q uite  a b ig e ve nt", 

Fe rnie  told Ge ronte ch nology Journal, "and s e ve r-

al organiz ations  are  now  partne ring w ith  indi-

vidual confe re nce s  or are  arranging e ve nts  as  

pre - or post-fe stival activitie s ."

Info: w w w .ficdat.ca

SIVA Portal of th e  Italian Gove rnm e nt

A w e alth  of inform ation on inde pe nde nt living in 

spite  of ph ys ical re strictions  is  available  on th e  

SIVA portal of th e  Italian gove rnm e nt on as s ist-

ive  te ch nology and inde pe nde nt living. Th e  s ite  

provide s  guidance  on as s istive  te ch nologie s  for 

inde pe nde nce , q uality of life  and participation in 

socie ty of pe rsons  w ith  disabilitie s . Th e  portal 

contains  both  databas e s  and oth e r s e rvice s  for 

e nd us e rs , profe s s ional and re s e arch e r. It in-

clude s  a ne w s  s e ction and a forum . Th e  data-

bas e s  m ay be  s e arch e d by both  Englis h  and Itali-

an k e y words.

Info: h ttp://s iva.w e lfare .gov.it/ENG/

e -Inclus ion: Call for propos als

Tw e nty-nine  m illion e uros  are  to be  allocate d to 

s h are d cost collaborative  proje cts  w ith in th e  e -In-

clus ion initiative  - part of th e  Europe an Com m is -

s ion's  6th  Fram e work  Program m e  (th e m atic 

are a: Inform ation Socie ty Te ch nologie s ). Propos -

als  w ill be  acce pte d until Se pte m be r 21, 2005. 

Th e  two prioritie s  of th e  curre nt call are : (i) To 

m ainstre am  acce s s ib ility in consum e r goods  and 

s e rvice s , including public s e rvice s  th rough  ap-

plie d re s e arch  and de ve lopm e nt of advance d 

te ch nologie s; Th is  w ill h e lp e nsure  e q ual acce s s , 

inde pe nde nt living and participation for all in 

th e  Inform ation Socie ty; (ii) To de ve lop ne xt ge n-

e ration as s istive  syste m s  th at e m pow e r pe rsons  

w ith  (in particular cognitive ) disabilitie s  and 

W o rld  N e w s
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aging citiz e ns  to play a full role  in socie ty, to in-

cre as e  th e ir autonom y and to re aliz e  th e ir pote n-

tial. Any type  of le gal e ntity (industrial, acade m -

ic, non-profit, e tc.) can apply for funding unde r 

th is  call. 

Info:

w w w .cordis .lu/is t/dire ctorate _f/e inclus ion 

Age ing and future  Re s e arch  and Coh e s ion 

Policie s  in th e  EU

In 2005, pe ople  age d 65+  in th e  EU25 re pre s e nt 

16% of th e  total population of Europe  or 24,5% 

of w h at is  cons ide re d to be  th e  work ing age  pop-

ulation. By 2050, as  a re sult of de m ograph ic 

ch ange s , olde r pe ople   (65+ ) w ill constitute  

29 ,9 % of th e  population.  In th e  conte xt of Coh e -

s ion Policy, e nsuring th at EU Me m be r State s  and 

re gional and local institutions  re spond to th e  

im pact of th e s e  ch ange s  for th e ir te rritorie s  is  

going to be  crucial. Public auth oritie s  w ill ne e d 

to e nsure  th at h ous ing and s e rvice s  are  de -

s igne d for an incre as ing num be r of olde r cit-

iz e ns. Th e s e  is s ue s  pre s e nt both  opportunitie s  

and ch alle nge s  for th os e  work ing on th e  

2007/13 Europe an structural funds  pro-

gram m e s. Th e  Europe an Parliam e nt's  ‘Inte r-

group on Age ing’, w h ich  include s  Europe an Me m -

be rs  of Parliam e nt from  a range  of m e m be r 

state s , acade m ics  and re pre s e ntative s  of 

Europe an re gions , re cognis e s  th at cons ide ration 

of age ing h as  te nde d to focus  on th e  cost of 

m ore  olde r pe ople  on public finance s. H ow e ve r, 

th e y ack nowle dge  th at m ore  ne e ds  to be  done  

to prom ote  aware ne s s  of th e  vital role  of olde r 

pe ople  in le ading th e ir com m unitie s , and also in 

providing support and care  to younge r pe ople  

and olde r, de pe ndant pe ople , and also work  to-

wards  inve sting in proje cts  to support olde r 

pe ople  to be  active  and productive .  

Lam be rt van Niste lrooij 

E: lvannis te lrooij@e uroparl.e u.int

Jyostna Pate l

E:  jyos tna.pate l@age -platform .org

CALEND AR  O F EVENTS

August 23 - 25, 2005

Acce s s ible  D e s ign in th e  D igital W orld

D unde e , Scotland, UK

O rganiz e r: D igital Me dia Acce s s  Group, D e part-

m e nt of Applie d Com puting, Unive rs ity of 

D unde e

Info: www.acce s s inth e digitalworld.org/2005/ 

Se pte m be r 6-9 , 2005

As s istive  te ch nology from  virtuality to re ality: 

8th  Europe an Confe re nce  for th e  Advance m e nt 

of As s istive  Te ch nology in Europe

Lille , France

O rganiz e r: Pack age  Lille

Info: www.aaate 2005.com

Se pte m be r 23, 2005

From  Care  Re liance  to Inde pe nde nce , Inte rnation-

al Bioph ilia Re h abilitation Confe re nce

Be rlin (D RFZ ), Ge rm any

O rganiz e r: D e utsch e s  Rh e um a-Forsch ungs z e n-

trum

Info: www.bioph ilia.info/be rlin 

Se pte m be r  29  –O ctobe r 1,  2005

VIVA 50plus; W orld Age ing &  Ge ne rations  Con-

gre s s  2005

Unive rs ity of St. Galle n, St. Galle n, Sw itz e rland

O rganiz e r: Sw is s  As sociation for D e m ograph ic 

and Inte r-Ge ne rational Is s ue s

Info: www.viva50plus.org

O ctobe r 9 -12, 2005

ASSETS 2005: Th e  7th  Inte rnational ACM SIGAC-

CESS Confe re nce  on Com pute rs  and Acce s s ib ility

Baltim ore , Maryland, USA

O rganiz e r: Ne w  Me xico State  Unive rs ity, Las  

Cruce s , Ne w  Me xico, USA

Info: as e ars@ um bc.e du

O ctobe r 23-26, 2005

W h ite  H ous e  Confe re nce  on Age ing 2005

W as h ington D C, USA

O rganiz e r: US D e partm e nt of H e alth  and H um an 

Se rvice s

Info: www.w h coa.gov 

Nove m be r, 2005

‘Te ch nology and Aging’ e ve nt

Conve ntion of th e  Ge rontological Socie ty of 

Am e rica,

Ne w  O rle ans , LA, USA

O rganiz e r: Form al Inte re st Group ‘Te ch nology &  

Aging’

Info: www.gsa-tag.org/2005/inde x.h tm l

Nove m be r 3-6, 2005

Caring Mach ine s : AI in Elde rcare

W as h ington D C, USA

O rganiz e r: Am e rican As sociation for Artificial In-

te llige nce

Info: www.m isu.bm c.org/~ bick m ore /e lde rte ch

Announce m e nts  of m e e tings  and oth e r e ve nts  

for th e  Ge ronte ch nology Cale ndar s h ould be  s ub-

m itte d by e -m ail to: j.e .m .h .v.bronsw ijk @ ge ron-

te ch nology.info. Th e  e ditors  de cide  to include  or 

not include  th e  announce m e nt of a ce rtain e ve nt.

C a le n d e r o f E ve n ts




