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Ge ronte ch nology e xists  be caus e  of th e  
m ove m e nt toward m ulti-disciplinary re -
s e arch . Traditional disciplinary s ilos  h ave  
large ly be e n brok e n down. H ow e ve r, of-
te n w e  s e e  re s e arch e rs  atte nding th e  
sam e  confe re nce s  and cre ating s ilos  
around topics. W e  th ink  th e  tim e  
h as  com e  to bre ak  down th e s e  
topic s ilos. Th e  Fe stival of In-
te rnational Confe re nce s  on 
Care giving, D isability,
Aging and Te ch nology (FIC-
CD AT) is  de s igne d to 
ach ie ve  th is  by staging five  
im portant inte rnational confe r-
e nce s  concurre ntly and e ncouraging 
inte ractions  be tw e e n th e  diffe re nt confe r-
e nce s  unde r th e  banne r of th e  Fe stival. 

ICTA
W e  organiz e d th e  First ICTA (Inte rnation-
al confe re nce  on te ch nology &  aging) in 
20011. It brough t toge th e r e xpe rts  and 
s e nior consum e rs , and e xplore d h ow  te ch -
nology could contribute  to a pos itive  q ual-
ity of life . It also include d th e  ins igh t th at 
olde r pe ople  are  e age r to acce pt te ch nolo-
gie s  th at m e e t th e ir ne e ds  and w ill us e  
th e m  w h e n th e y are  e xplaine d e ffe ct-
ive ly. Th e  5 A's  w e re  introduce d: Afford-
able , Acce s s ible , Attractive , Available  

and Appropriate . 

Th e  Se cond ICTA w ill furth e r e xplore  h ow  
te ch nology can contribute  to a pos itive  
q uality of life  as  w e  age . Th is  confe re nce  
is  at th e  core  of ge ronte ch nology and 

ne e ds  no additional e xplanation to 
re ade rs  of th is  journal. Sim ply, 

subm it your abstracts  and 
com e ! In addition w e  e xpe ct 
a North -Am e rican ch apte r 
of th e  Inte rnational Socie ty 
of Ge ronte ch nology to be  

form e d during th e  2007 fe st-
ival of ge ronte ch nology confe r-

e nce s , in orde r to furth e r spre ad th e  
m ain m e s sage  of ge ronte ch nology: Te ch -
nology s e rving an aging socie ty.

GRO W ING O LD ER  W ITH  A  D ISABILITY

Th is  is  an are a of spe cial inte re st for ge -
ronte ch nologists. For th e  first tim e , 
pe ople  w ith  disabilitie s  are  grow ing olde r 
and are  e ncounte ring th e  com m on prob-
le m s  of aging. Im agine  be ing a m anual 
w h e e lch air us e r w h o now  h as  arth ritis  or 
a blind pe rson w h o h as  de pe nde d on h e r 
m e m ory w h o now  forge ts  th e  de tails  of a 
route . H ow  do th os e  w h o are  alre ady dis -
able d cope  w ith  incre as e d im pairm e nts  
as  th e y grow  olde r? 

A fe s tival of inte rnational confe re nce s  on 
care giving, dis ab ility, aging and te ch nology

Ge off Fe rnie  Ph D
Toronto Re h abilitation Institute , Toronto, Canada

E: fe rnie .ge off@ torontore h ab.on.ca

G. Fe rnie , A fe stival of inte rnational confe rence s on caregiving, disability, aging and 

tech nology. Ge rontech nology 2006; 4(4):185-186. Th e  Fe stival is  an innovative  ap-

proach  to bringing de le gate s  toge th e r from  a w ide r range  of inte re sts  to addre s s  te ch -

nology and aging from  m any pe rspe ctive s. D e le gate s  w ill be  able  to re giste r in one  of 

five  m ajor inte rnational confe re nce s  th at w ill run concurre ntly w ith  com patible  

th e m e s . O pportunitie s  for de le gate s  and spe ak e rs  to atte nd s e s s ions  in oth e r confe r-

e nce s  w ill be  provide d. Th is  am bitious  form at is  de s igne d to re ach  be yond th e  acce p-

te d th e m e  of m ultidisciplinarity to e m brace  gre ate r collaboration be tw e e n topic are as. 

It prom is e s  to be  a fe ast for ge ronte ch nologists.

K e yw ords : confe re nce , care give r, te ch nology, aging, ne uros cie nce , dis ab ility
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AD VANCES IN NEURO REH ABILITATIO N

Th e  occurre nce  of brain injury (s uch  as  
strok e ) and ne urode ge ne ration incre as e s  
dram atically as  pe ople  age . Such  brain dis -
orde rs  typically re sult in profound dis rup-
tions  to an individual's  ability to e ngage  
in th e  activitie s  of daily life . Ne w  unde r-
standing and te ch nological advance s  are  
le ading a re volution in th e rape utic ap-
proach e s  to re pairing and/or m inim iz ing 
disability and m axim iz ing function and 
w e ll-be ing follow ing brain injury. W e  
th ink  th at re ade rs  of Ge ronte ch nology 
w ill be  e age r to k e e p pace  w ith  rapid de -
ve lopm e nts  in th is  are a.

CAREGIVERS, ESSENTIAL PARTNERS IN CARE

O fte n re s e arch e rs  focus  on th e  ne e ds  of 
th e  olde r pe rson w ith  an im pairm e nt. 
H ow e ve r, th e  ne e ds  of care give rs  are  
e q ually im portant. Th is  confe re nce  w ill in-
cre as e  unde rstanding of th e s e  ne e ds. 
Care give rs  are  wom e n, m e n, daugh te rs , 
broth e rs , in-law s , pare nts , spous e s  and 
ne igh bours. For e xam ple , th e re  are  at 
le ast 2.9  m illion fam ily care give rs  in 
Canada. W h ile  care  giving is  ofte n pe rson-
ally re warding, m any care give rs  e xpe ri-
e nce  injury, isolation, fe ar, job los s , ill-
ne s s  and/or anxie ty about th e  future . 
Th is  confe re nce  w ill e xplore  social policy 
e nvironm e nts  in diffe re nt countrie s  re -
late d to th e  s upport of care giving as  w e ll 
as  te ch nological and oth e r inte rve ntions  
to as s ist care give rs.

IM PRO VING M ED ICAL D EVICE USABILITY

Th e  30th  Confe re nce  of th e  Canadian Me d-
ical and Biological Engine e ring Socie ty 
(CMBES) w ill be  h e ld in Toronto, O ntario 
on June  16-19 , 2007. Th e  th e m e  w ill be  
Im proving Me dical D e vice  Usability. Th e  
th e m e  w ill be  on curre nt re s e arch  activit-
ie s  re lating to im proving e as e  of us e  of in-
cre as ingly com ple x and ph ys ically s h rink -
ing te ch nologie s , and th e  pote ntial 
im pact of applying usability principle s  to 
th e  de s ign and s e le ction of m e dical 
de vice s. CMBES h as  be e n founde d in 
19 65, and officially publis h e d in 19 9 82 

th e  Clinical Engine e ring Standards  of 
Practice  in Canada.

A FEAST FO R  GERO NTECH NO LO GISTS

Many invite d k e ynote  spe ak e rs  w ill also 
pre s e nt a talk  to a s e cond confe re nce  of 
th e ir ch oice  in a style  suitable  to th e  anti-
cipate d audie nce . Also all re gistrants  to a 
confe re nce  w ill be  grante d adm is s ion to 
one  s e s s ion pe r day in e ach  of th e  oth e r 
confe re nce s. More ove r, th e re  w ill be  a 
com m on trade s h ow  e xh ib ition and 
poste r are as. Social e ve nts  w ill be  s h are d 
to e ncourage  form ation of ne w  frie nd-
s h ips. W e  be lie ve  th at Ge ronte ch nolo-
gists  w ill h ave  an am az ing tim e  w ith  op-
portunitie s  to le arn about: (i) th e  spe cial 
proble m s  e ncounte re d by pe ople  w ith  dis -
abilitie s  w h o are  now  living to old age , 
(ii) dram atic ne w  discove rie s  e m ploying 
te ch nology to re h abilitate  pe ople  w ith  
strok e s  and h e ad injurie s , (iii) th e  applica-
tion of ubiq uitous  com puting to support 
th e  s h ift of h e alth  care  from  h ospitals  to 
h om e , and (iv) th e  spe cial ne e ds  of care -
give rs  for as s istive  te ch nologie s .

All pape rs  and poste rs  w ill be  pe e r-re -
vie w e d and proce e dings  w ill be  pub-
lis h e d. Th e re  w ill be  a num be r of pre -con-
fe re nce  e ve nts  including a spe cial 
work s h op e xploring opportunitie s  for 
gre ate r collaboration th rough  th e  e xpan-
s ion of national re s e arch  consortia to in-
clude  m ore  inte rnational m e m be rs.

Th e  w h ole  e ve nt bre ath e s  th e  atm o-
sph e re  of a Fe stival and w ill undoubte dly 
be  a fe ast for ge ronte ch nologists. Ple as e  
watch  www.ficcdat.ca for ne w s  and plan 
to join us  in Toronto from  16 to 19  of 
June , 2007.
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