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CO RRESPO ND ENCE
Pe rs uas ive  ge ronte ch nology in France
Th e  e ditorial on Pe rsuas ive  Ge ronte ch no-
logy1 unde rline s  th e  pote ntial of IT te ch no-
logie s  to prom ote  de libe rate  ch ange  of 
th e  e lde rly attitude . As  for e xam ple  th e  e f-
fe ctive ne s s  of re -socializ ation re sulting 
from  a com pute rle arning training by an 
Alz h e im e r patie nt at th e  e arly ste ps , liv-
ing in a caring h om e , h as  be e n re porte d 
by a social re s e arch -stude nt from  Nante s  
Unive rs ity, s h ow ing th at succe s sful m on-
itore d le arning ach ie ve d s e lf e ste e m  re val-
orisation and th at th e  patie nt acce pte d to 
go out of h is  room  and spe ak  and m e e t 
w ith  th e  oth e rs.
Pe rsuas ive  te ch nology offe rs  spe cific ap-
plication in th e  tre atm e nt of ch ronic dis -
e as e s . Prof. Anne  Soph ie  Rigaud, h e ad of 
th e  ge riatric de partm e nt Broca H ospital 
Paris  w ill de m onstrate  its  e xpe cte d be ne -
fits  on cognitive ly im paire d patie nt (e arly 
ste ps) be h aviour in th e  Tande m 2 Fre nch  
funde d and re ce ntly approve d re s e arch  
proje ct and in a future  Europe an proje ct.
O th e r pos itive  e ffe cts  of such  le arning on 
th e  social inclus ion and m e ntal activitie s  
in a Caring h om e  h ave  be e n de m on-
strate d by Mich e l Side r, m anage r of La 
Pom m e raie  Re s ide nce  in France 3. Prof. A. 
Franco h as  also de m onstrate d th e  pos it-
ive  e ffe cts , in te le m e de cine  e xpe rim e nta-
tion at h om e , of us ing inte ractive  vide o 
com m unication on patie nt re lations h ip 
w ith  th e  profe s s ional care rs  (Visadom 4) 
w ith  im plicit us e  of pe rsuas ive  te ch no-
logy.
So th e  e ditorial invite s  th e  ge ronte ch no-
logy com m unity to adapt pe rsuas ive  te ch -
nology to ge rontology inste ad of focus -
ing on te e ns  or pre -te e nage rs , and th is  de -
s e rve s  m ore  atte ntion!
O f cours e  th e re  are  som e  lim itations  and 
obstacle s : patie nt's  ability and w ill, adap-
te d inte rface s , re al e ffe ctive  m onitoring 
and support, care rs  goodw ill and train-
ing, e th ics. Cost/be ne fit are  to be  as -
s e s s e d. More  studie s  and cas e s  are  
ne e de d, good practice  e xam ple s  s h ould 
be  colle cte d and publis h e d. 
H ow e ve r, w e  th ink  th at m ore  de taile d ad-
aptation of pe rsuas ive  te ch nology w ill be  
us e ful, w ith  guide line s  allow ing to us e  
safe ly th e  pe rsuas ive  te ch nology for a sus -
tainable  de ve lopm e nt of daily patie nt's  
q uality of life  and AD L via th e  ge ronte ch -
nology applications.
Re fe re nce s
1.   Kort YAW  de , IJs s e lste in W A, Midde n CJH , 

Egge n JH , H ove n EAW H  van de n. Pe rsuas -

ive  ge ronte ch nology. Ge ronte ch nology 
4(3):123-127;2005

2.   Info: Prof. Anne  Soph ie  Rigaud, Broca H os -
pital Paris , France ; E: anne -soph ie . 
rigaud@ brc.ap-h op-paris .fr

3.   Side r M. Canal-U/Méde cine  - L' inform -
atiq ue ... à m on âge . A propos  du LAMM; 
2004; h ttp://www.canalu.com /canalu/

      ch aine v2/?ch aine _id=12&
      program m e _id=178679 5518;
      E: m .s ide r@ wanadoo.fr
4.   Visadom  is  a proje ct de ve lope d w ith  

France  Te le com ; Info: Prof. Alain Franco, 
CH U Gre noble  e t Unive rs ité Jos e ph  Fouri-
e r; E: Afranco@ ch u-gre noble .fr

Gérard Cornet

Ge ronte ch nology Group Se cre tary SFFGG 
org and Ge rontology D iplom a Ch  Foix 
H ospital Univ Paris  VI, France
E: corne tg@ club-inte rne t.fr

BO O K  REVIEW
Aarts , E. &  M arz ano, S. (Eds .) (2003). 
Th e  ne w  Eve ryday. Vie w s  on am b ie nt 
inte llige nce . Rotte rdam : 010 Pub lis h -
e rs . ISBN 9 0-6450-502-0. Price : € 29 .50 
(VAT include d)
Th e  ne w  Eve ryday discus s e s  th e  oppor-
tunitie s  in daily life  of digital te ch nolo-
gie s . Th e  copyrigh ts  of th e  book  are  in 
th e  h ands  of Ph ilips  Re s e arch  and Ph ilips  
D e s ign. Aarts  is  vice  pre s ide nt and Sci-
e ntific Program  dire ctor of Ph ilips  Re -
s e arch  and Marz ano is  CEO  and Ch ie f Cre -
ative  D ire ctor of Ph ilips  D e s ign.

Nine ty e xpe rts  in te ch nology, de s ign, so-
cial scie nce  and bus ine s s  look  ah e ad at 
future  be ne fits  as  w e ll as  pote ntial 
dange rs , social and e th ical is s ue s . Th e  e d-
itors  place  th e  discus s ions  in a broad so-
cie tal conte xt. Artificial inte llige nce  w ill 
cove r all daily e nvironm e nts , h om e , car, 
office , public are as , e tc. As  com pare d to 
ubiq uitous  or pe rvas ive  com puting th e  
pow e r of am bie nt inte llige nce  lays  in th e  
inclus ion of social and natural inte raction 
w ith  th e  inte llige nt e nvironm e nt.

D e s igning an inte llige nt surrounding is  
not h ardware  or data drive n but e ve nt 
drive n. Inte llige nt syste m s  s upport our 
activitie s  w ith out dictating th e m . Each  in-
dividual de vice  in th e  am bie nt ne twork  
h as  capabilitie s  to le arn, anticipate  and 
play a role  in a large r syste m . To pre ve nt 
h ype ractive  syste m s , and to e nsure  th at 
am bie nt inte llige nt syste m s  are  e th ically 
appropriate , rule s , role s , re lations h ips , 
re alitie s  and re spons e  patte rns  are  us e d 
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to unde rstand re lations h ips  be tw e e n dif-
fe re nt de vice s  and h um an be ings. Th e  
focus  is  on de s igning colle ctive  dynam ics  
and sym bios is  am ong de vice s  and 
h um an be ings  in th e  large r syste m . Am bi-
e nt inte llige nt is  m e ant to ach ie ve  th e  
full pote ncy of e ach  individual, not just 
for labour circum stance s  but ce rtainly 
also for social purpos e s .

Th e re  are  ge ne rally th re e  ph as e s  in th e  
de s ign of inte ractive  syste m s : (i) conce pt 
de ve lopm e nt, (ii) im ple m e ntation of proto-
type , and (iii) e valuation th rough  te sting. 
To e nsure  aim ing at s e rving th e  us e r, 
and not s e rving a spe cific te ch nology, a 
us e r-ce ntre d de s ign is  re q uire d. Th is  in-
clude s : (i) us e r involve m e nt, (ii) e m pirical 
m e asure m e nts , (iii) ite rative  de s ign, and 
(iv) m ulti-disciplinary de s ign te am s. 
H um an be ings  and te ch nological syste m s  
m ay inte ract th rough  s e ve ral ch anne ls , 
w ith  te ch nology and visual te ch nology as  
th e  m ain ch oice s . Visual inform ation is  ac-
q uire d and inte rpre te d th rough  s e ns ing, 
inform ation proce s s ing, coding and re p-
re s e nting, and storing and transm itting. 
To ge t com m unication th rough  spok e n 
dialogue s , spe e ch  re cognition and vari-
ation as  w e ll as  spe e ch  synth e s is  s h ould 
m atch . Th e  s ucce s s  of spok e n dialogue s  
as  m an-m ach ine  inte rface  de pe nds  on 
th e  q uality of th e  various  te ch nological 
com pone nts. If w e  com pare  it w ith  a pe r-
son-to-pe rson h um an conve rsation, w e  
m is s  e le m e nts  s uch  as  facial e xpre s s ion, 
ge sture s  and oth e r ch anne ls  of com m unic-
ation. To obtain a sm art syste m  and not 
just an e xch ange  of inform ation, it is  ne -
ce s sary to unde rstand and s e le ct th e  ap-
propriate  re action. So th e  am bie nt inte lli-
ge nt syste m  m ust h ave  th e  pote ncy to 
le arn from  us , to adapt to our ne e ds , 
wants  and pre fe re nce s  ove r tim e . In th e  
de s ign tools , s im plicity, fle xib ility and sus -
tainability are  re q uire d. 

To de ve lop am bie nt inte llige nce , te ch no-
logy th at inte rpre ts  h um an be h aviour 
and th ink ing is  re q uire d. Both  be h aviour 
and th ink ing diffe r am ong pe ople . Afte r 
focus s ing on e fficie ncy in th e  80s  of th e  
tw e ntie th  ce ntury, w e  saw  th e  focus  of 
te ch nology s h ift to innovation in th e  9 0s , 
and to s e rving dive rs ity in th e  00s. Be -
caus e  a lack  of k nowle dge  on th e  back -
grounds  of ce rtain culture s , it is  still h ard 
to de ve lop th e  inte llige nt te ch nology th at 
suits  th e  variation ne e ds. D iffe re nt cul-
ture s , pe ople  and value s  ne e d to be  in-

ve stigate d m ore  fundam e ntally. 

Th e  k e y e le m e nts  of am bie nt inte llige nce  
are  e m be dde d, conte xt-aware , pe rsonal-
iz e d, adaptive  and anticipatory functions. 
Starting point for cre ating inte llige nce , 
are  inte rface s  th at support pe ople  w ith  
e asy, inte llige nt and m e aningful inte rac-
tion. Th e re fore  te ch nology m ove s  to th e  
back ground and th e  us e r to th e  fore -
ground. In th e  past com pute r de s ign was  
bas e d on th e  adaptation of us e rs  to th e  
te ch nology. Th e  inte llige nt be h aviour is  
m e ant to adapt th e  te ch nology to th e  
us e r. Th e  am bie nt inte llige nt syste m  is  
m e ant to as s ist us  s ucce s sfully day and 
nigh t. Many activitie s  of h um an be ings  
are  not conne cte d to a spe cific local e n-
vironm e nt lik e  h om e , work ing are a, car, 
e tc. Te ch nologie s  link e d to th e s e  activit-
ie s  s h ould be  m ove able  to us e  th e m  
w h e n ne e de d. Mobile  te ch niq ue s  for in-
form ing and control are  alre ady include d 
in m ode rn m obile  ph one s. 

Th e  com bination of h um an com m unica-
tion m odalitie s  (s uch  as  spe e ch , h andwrit-
ing and ge sture ) and th e  syste m s  ability 
to adjust to us e r ne e ds  (i.e . pe rsonaliz e ) 
plays  a m ajor role  in th e  de s ign of nove l 
applications  and s e rvice s. Ultim ate ly, th e  
s e lf-adaptive  capabilitie s  of th e  syste m  
s h ould be  us e d to de te ct th e  us e rs  m ood 
and to re act accordingly. An e xam ple  
m e ntione d in th e  book  is  w e b -bas e d e du-
cation. In de ve loping countrie s  w ith  low  
de ns ity of citiz e ns , w e b-bas e d e ducation 
could be  e conom ically be ne ficial. D e m ol-
is h ing th e  barrie r of distance  w ill also nar-
row  th e  gap be tw e e n consum e r and h os -
pital, e nable d and disable d socie ty m e m -
be rs , and im prove  th e  social coh e s ion 
am ong re lative s , frie nds  all ove r th e  
world. An im portant is s ue  in th e  book  is  
privacy. Eth ical aspe cts  are  constantly 
m e ntione d to focus  th e  m ind of th e  de -
s igne r of inte llige nt e nvironm e nts. 

Unfortunate ly, am bie nt inte llige nce  is  not 
applie d to th e  e xte ns ion of inde pe nde nt 
living up to a h igh  age . Since  am bie nt in-
te llige nce  starts  from  supporting di-
ve rs ity, and incre as e d dive rs ity is  one  of 
th e  h allm ark s  of aging, it is  obvious  th at 
inte llige nt e nvironm e nts  m ay e m pow e r in-
de pe nde nt living, and im prove  social co-
h e s ion am ong olde r and younge r m e m -
be rs  of socie ty. Inte llige nt syste m s  as  de -
scribe d in th is  book , as s ist m onitoring of 
location and as s e s sm e nt of pe rsonal 
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h e alth  conditions. It m ay h e lp to de te rm -
ine  th e  prioritie s  in spe cific cas e s , and 
e as e  sch e duling activitie s  of care  give rs. 
Be s ide s , am bie nt inte llige nce  can play a 
role  in th e  pe rce ption of safe ty th rough  
burglary alarm , pe rsonal alarm , e tc. 

Ge ronte ch nology de s igne rs  w ill find 
de s ign ide as  and de s ign proce s s e s  in 
th is  w e ll-illustrate d book . For policy 
m ak e rs  answ e rs  are  give n to q ue stions , 
s uch  as  'W h at type s  of te ch nologie s  do 
w e  want around us , and w h ich  role s  m ay 
th e s e  play in our live s?', or 'W h at k ind of 
opportunitie s  and is s ue s  w ill am bie nt in-
te llige nce  pre s e nt?', and 'H ow  do w e  e n-
sure  th at am bie nt inte llige nce  w ill im -
prove  th e  q uality of our live s , rath e r th an 
just im prove  e fficie ncy?'. Bus ine s s  pe ople  
w ill find an answ e r to th e  q ue stion 'W h at 
k ind of opportunitie s  and is s ue s  w ill am bi-
e nt inte llige nce  pre s e nt?'. For re s e arch e rs  
th e  book  is  le s s  valuable , alth ough  it m ay 
h e lp to ove rs e e  th e  options  of digital te ch -
nology.
F. Franch im on MSc

E: f.franch im on@ bw k .tue .nl

PEO PLE
Ronald L. M ace  FAIA (19 41-19 9 8), in-
ve ntor of Unive rs al D e s ign
Th e  arch ite ct Ron Mace  
de s igne d buildings  and 
oth e r products. In addi-
tion h e  was  an e ducator 
w h os e  de s ign ph ilosoph y 
focus s e d on a m ore  us -
able  world1. In th is  s e ns e  
h e  was  im portant for th e  
de ve lopm e nt of Ge ronte ch nology, al-
th ough  h e  ne ve r us e d th is  te rm , as  far as  
is  k nown, and probably did not k now  th is  
young discipline .
Mr. Mace  coine d th e  te rm  unive rsal 
de s ign to de scribe  th e  conce pt of de s ign-
ing products , including th e  built e nviron-
m e nt to be  ae sth e tic and usable  for e ve ry-
one , re gardle s s  of th e ir age , ability, or 
status  in life . H e  was  also an advocate  for 
th e  righ ts  of pe ople  w ith  disabilitie s .
Ronald Mace  graduate d from  th e  Sch ool 
of D e s ign at North  Carolina State  Uni-
ve rs ity in 19 66 w ith  a Bach e lor's  de gre e  
in arch ite cture . Afte r 4 ye ars  of practi-
cing conve ntional arch ite cture , h e  be -
cam e  involve d in producing th e  first build-
ing code  for acce s s ib ility in th e  USA. Th is  
code  be cam e  m andatory in North  Caro-
lina in 19 73, and s e rve d as  a m ode l for 
oth e r state s  and nations. H is  pione e ring 

work  in acce s s ible  de s ign was  instrum e nt-
al in th e  pas sage  of ne w  le gislation in th e  
USA, s uch  as  th e  Fair H ous ing Am e nd-
m e nts  Act of 19 88 and Th e  Am e ricans  
w ith  D isabilitie s  Act of 19 9 0.
In 19 89 , Ronald Mace  e stablis h e d th e  fe d-
e rally-funde d Ce nte r for Acce s s ible  H ous -
ing, curre ntly k nown as  Th e  Ce nte r for 
Unive rsal D e s ign, at th e  Sch ool of D e s ign 
at North  Carolina State  Unive rs ity in 
Rale igh . H e  was  Re s e arch  Profe s sor in 
th e  Arch ite cture  D e partm e nt. Unde r h is  
dire ction, th e  Ce nte r be cam e  a le ading re -
source  for re s e arch  and inform ation on 
unive rsal de s ign in products  and th e  
built e nvironm e nt. Proje cts  dire cte d by 
Ronald Mace  include d th e  de ve lopm e nt 
of h ous e  plans  for a m odular h om e  com -
pany, ne w  de s igns  for a th e rm ostat, an 
adjustable  toile t, fauce ts , and a m ulti-us e  
m odular bath ing unit. Unde r h is  dire c-
tion, th e  Ce nte r was  a co-sponsor of 
'D e s igning for th e  21st Ce ntury: An Inte r-
national Confe re nce  on Unive rsal D e s ign' 
h e ld in Ne w  York  in June  19 9 8. Ron Mace  
gave  h is  last spe e ch  at th e  19 9 8 inte rna-
tional confe re nce 2. H e re  h e  discus s e d th e  
diffe re nce s  be tw e e n as s istive  te ch nology, 
barrie r-fre e  and unive rsal de s ign. Ge ron-
te ch nology was  not m e ntione d but can 
e as ily fit into th is  discus s ion.
Ronald Mace  h as  also be e n active  in th e  
com m e rcial s e ctor as  pre s ide nt of Barrie r 
Fre e  Environm e nts , Inc. (BFE), an acce s s -
ible  de s ign consulting firm . At BFE, Inc. 
h e  consulte d on acce s s ib ility is s ue s  for 
Th e  Ke nne dy Ce nte r and th e  Sm ith sonian 
Institution in W as h ington, D C, th e  de s ign 
of a unive rsal stre e t toile t for J.C. D e caux 
of France , and th e  grounds  and buildings  
at th e  Unive rs ity of Virginia in Ch arlotte s -
ville . W h ile  at BFE, Mr. Mace  publis h e d 
Th e  Planne r's  Guide  to Barrie r Fre e  Me e t-
ings  (19 80), Th e  Acce s s ible  H ous ing 
D e s ign File  (19 9 1), Th e  Am e ricans  w ith  
D isabilitie s  Act Acce s s ib ility Guide line s  
Te ch  Sh e e t Se rie s  (19 9 4-9 5), and H igh -
ligh ts  of th e  Am e ricans  w ith  D isabilitie s  
Act Standards  for Acce s s ible  D e s ign Slide  
Sh ow  (19 9 3). Th e  inform ation in th e s e  
publications  be ars  re le vance  to th e  ge ron-
te ch nology approach , e spe cially w h e n 
aim e d at e nh ance m e nt or com pe nsation3.
Ronald Mace  was  a Fe llow  of th e  Am e ric-
an Institute  of Arch ite cts  and re ce ive d 
th e  D istinguis h e d Se rvice  Award of th e  
Pre s ide nt of th e  Unite d State s  in 19 9 2 for 
s e rvice  in prom oting dignity, e q uality, in-
de pe nde nce  and e m ploym e nt of pe ople  
w ith  disabilitie s , including olde r pe rsons. 
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H e  pas s e d away on June  29 , 19 9 8 in h is  
h om e  in Rale igh  at th e  age  of only 56 
ye ars. To h is  re m e m brance , th e  Ron 
Mace  Endowm e nt h as  be e n e stablis h e d 
to h e lp support de s ign stude nts  w ith  dis -
abilitie s  (h ttp://ncsude s ign.org/conte nt/
inde x.cfm /m ode /1/fus e action/page /
file nam e /sch olars h ips_giving.h tm l).
Re fe re nce
1.   Picture  and m ain vitae  facts  tak e n from  

h ttp://www.de s ign.ncsu.e du/cud/ce nte r/
      h istory/ronm ace .h tm  (ve rs ion of Fe bruary 

21, 2005)
2.   Available  at: 

www.de s ign.ncsu.e du/cud/ce nte r/h istory/
      ronm ace _ud21conf.h tm l (acce s s e d Janu-

ary 18, 2006)
3.   Bronsw ijk  JEMH  van, Boum a H , Foz ard JL. 

Te ch nology for q uality of life : an e nrich e d 
taxonom y. Ge ronte ch nology 2(2):169 -
172;2002

J.E.M.H . van Bronsw ijk  Ph D

E: j.e .m .h .v.Bronsw ijk @ tue .nl

ISG BUSINESS
Japane s e  Ch apte r and th e  ple as ant-
ne s s  of de s igns
AIST Ge ronte ch nology Forum  2005 took  
place  in D e ce m be r 16, 2005 in Tok yo. It 
focus s e d on usability as  th e  one  im port-
ant principle  in products  de s ign. W h e n 
products  or e nvironm e nts  do not fit to 
h um an biological functions , us e rs  are  
stre s s e d during us e . Too m any th ings  
are  th e re  in daily life  th at are  difficult to 
s e e  or h e ar, com ple x to unde rstand, or 
h ard to h andle . Th is  is  also true  for olde r 
pe ople , in particular w h e n th e y us e  m od-
e rn IT de vice s  th at are  spre ading into our 
daily life  rapidly. Usability is  a k e y is s ue  
in Ge ronte ch nology. Th e  Forum  was  h os -
te d by th e  Institute  for H um an Scie nce  
and Biom e dical Engine e ring of AIST, and 
was  atte nde d by about 80 Japane s e  re -
s e arch e rs.
In h is  k e y-note  le cture  e ntitle d O lde r 
Pe ople  and Usability, and Be yond, D r. 
H iroyuk i Um e m uro of Tok yo Institute  of 
Te ch nology (TIT), gave  an ove rvie w  on th e -
ory and practice s  of usability in re lation 
and applications  in Ge ronte ch nology. 
Since  usability is  a ve ry w ide  is s ue , it is  
difficult to h ave  one  uniting th e ory. 
H ow e ve r, D r. Um e m uro succe e de d in 
s h ow ing a cle ar picture  h ow  to cons ide r 
and study usability by pre s e nting 5 prin-
ciple s , i.e . (i) le arnability, (ii) e fficie ncy, 
(iii) m e m orability, (iv) fe w  and non-cata-
stroph ic e rrors , and (v) subje ctive  satisfac-
tion. Th e  m ost attracting point of h is  k e y-

note  le cture  was  th at h e  pre s e nte d us  a 
future  is s ue  th at usability and Ge ronte ch -
nology w ill h ave  to ch alle nge . H e  pointe d 
out th at th e  ple asantne s s  or fe e ling of 
h appine s s  in us ing products  w ill be  a k e y 
point in de s igning future  products , m uch  
m ore  so th an is  incorporate d in th e  con-
ve ntional ide a of usability. Usability h as  
be e n conce rne d w ith  so far th e  e ffe ctive -
ne s s , e fficie ncy, ope rating spe e d and so 
forth  in product de s ign, all be ing de pe nd-
e nt on h ardware  abilitie s  of th e  products. 
D r. Um e m uro said: "In th e  future  w e  w ill 
probably lik e  or h ave  to e njoy us ing 
products  by watch ing, h e aring, touch ing 
in addition to e xpe rie ncing th e ir us e ful-
ne s s  and conve nie nce ". Th is  is  th e  m is s -
ing conce pt in curre nt product de s ign. 
Th e  conce pt s e e m s  to be  s im ilar to 'En-
h ance m e nt', one  of th e  guiding conce pts  
of Ge ronte ch nology. Th e  te ch nology th at 
can h e lp olde r pe ople  to e njoy life  w ill be  
m uch  m ore  re q uire d in th e  future , s ince  
Ge ronte ch nology w ill not only s e rve  to 
pre ve nt aging disadvantage s , or com -
pe nsate  de cre as ing h um an abilitie s .
Th e  k e y-note  le cture  was  follow e d by 
e igh t pape rs  and one  sym pos ium . Th e  
sym pos ium  was  arrange d to discus s  us -
ability in practical industrial s ituations : 
de s igning com pute rs  and inte rne t w e b 
de s ign, ATM inte rface  de s ign, navigation 
de s ign in autom obile s , and inform ation 
pre s e ntation at railway stations. All stud-
ie s  s h ow e d th at m ore  k nowle dge  on cog-
nitive  ability of olde r pe ople  is  ne ce s sary 
to de ve lop products  or e nvironm e nts  
w ith  be tte r usability. In th e  fie ld of inte r-
ne t a num be r of e xce lle nt m e th ods  to in-
cre as e  usability h ave  e m e rge d and be e n 
applie d succe s sfully. It was  re cogniz e d 
th rough out th e  forum  th at th e  study on 
usability for olde r pe ople  is  rapidly ongo-
ing w ith  m uch  inte re st in th e  fie ld of 
product de s ign.
At th e  e nd of th e  forum , th e  Inte rnational 
Socie ty of Ge ronte ch nology (ISG) was  in-
troduce d to th e  audie nce  from  th e  organ-
iz ing com m itte e  of th e  Forum  w ith  an in-
vitation to th e  m e m be rs h ip. It was  an-
nounce d th at it is  planne d to e stablis h  a 
Japan ch apte r of ISG, now  th at th e  m inim -
um  of 25 re gional m e m be rs h ips  h as  
be e n obtaine d. Ne xt AIST forum  on Ge -
ronte ch nology in 2006 w ill be  h e ld in 
conjunction w ith  th e  first m e e ting of th e  
ISG Japan Ch apte r.
Ken Sagaw a Ph D , AIST Japan

E: sagawa-k @ aist.go.jp

Pe o p le  /  I SG  B u s i n e s s  
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W O RLD  NEW S
Inte rnational confe re nce  on D e s ign 
and Engage b ility
Paralle l to th e  4th  Nordic Confe re nce  on 
H um an-Com pute r Inte raction in O slo, Nor-
way (h ttp://nordich i2006.idi.ntnu.no/) a 
de s ign confe re nce  w ill e xplore  h ow  to e n-
gage  e xclude d us e rs  groups. Th e  confe r-
e nce  tak e s  place  in O ctobe r 2006 and is  
th e  3rd confe re nce  organis e d on th e  
topic. Th e  th e m e s  of th is  ye ar's  confe r-
e nce  are  broad and cove r e ve ryth ing 
from  traditional de s ign to inte ractive  art. 
Many focus  on e ngaging w ith  m inority 
groups  s uch  as  e lde rly pe rsons. Last 
ye ar's  confe re nce  include d re s e arch  on 
h ow  de s ign can e xclude  and stigm atis e  
ce rtain us e r groups. Mik e  W illiam s  and Su-
z anne  Be gle y of Public Life  de m onstrate d 
h ow  som e  w e bs ite s  for disable d pe ople  
h ave  a 'disability' visual style , w h ich  both  
m arginalis e s  disable d pe ople  and le ads  
to dis e ngage m e nt. Th rough  analys is  of 
th e  w e bs ite  s e m antic th e  re s e arch  was  
able  to s h ow  an alte rnative  ae sth e tic for 
inclus ive  de s ign. Th os e  inte re ste d to 
tak e  part m ay contact th e  organiz e r Joh n 

Knigh t.
E: Joh n.Knigh t@ uce .ac.uk

Ge ronte ch nologis ts  in France  
In 2003 Alain Franco, Profe s sor of Ge riat-
ric Me dicine  at th e  Unive rs ity of Gre n-
oble , France , founde d a scie ntific socie ty 
for ge ronte ch nologists  as  a spe cial in-
te re st group w ith in th e  Fre nch  Socie ty for 
Ge riatrics  and Ge rontology (SFGG). Its  m is -
s ion is  to prom ote  optim al usage  of ne w  
te ch nologie s  th at are  lik e ly to im prove  
th e  q uality of life  of olde r pe ople , of th e ir 
care give rs  (w h e n th e  olde r pe rson is  s ick  
or de pe nde nt), of th e ir h e alth  and social 
care  staff, and of th e ir doctors. Th e  Ge ron-
te ch nology Group include s  m e m be rs  of 
th e  SFGG work ing in ge riatric m e dicine , 
com pute r scie nce , psych ology and e ngin-
e e ring. 
A scie ntific m e e ting of th e  Ge ronte ch no-
logy Group was  organis e d by Vince nt Ri-
alle  of th e  Unive rs ity of Gre noble  in Paris  
on D e ce m be r 8th  2005. Gérard Corne t, 
Se cre tary of th e  Ge ronte ch nology Group, 
ope ne d w ith  a re fle ction on th e  dynam ics  
of th is  work  group, as  w e ll as  its  pro-
gre s s  and activitie s  in re ce nt ye ars. Alain 
Franco (Group Ch airm an) focus s e d on 
som e  curre nt ne e ds  and ch aracte ristics  
of inte rm e diate  and e nd us e rs  of ge ron-
te ch nologie s  in France  and inte rnation-
ally. Re vie w ing re ce nt re s e arch  e xpe ri-

e nce s  of te le m e dicine  (including te le con-
sultation, te le as s istance  and te le m onitor-
ing), h e  e m ph as is e d th e  im portance  of 
e valuating and organis ing fam ily support 
and th e  patie nts  social e nvironm e nt be -
fore  installing te le m e dicine  e q uipm e nt or 
oth e r form s  of ge ronte ch nology. O th e r in-
vite d spe ak e rs  include d Th érès e  Bouch e z  
(on be h alf of Marie -Made le ine  Be rnard 
and Math ias  Fruh w irth ), w h o re vie w e d s ix 
ye ars  of e xpe rie nce  of th e  Inte rge ne ra-
tion Virtual Village  (VVI) in Canada w ith  
th e  program m e  PACE 2000. VVI is  an e x-
am ple  of an inte rge ne rational proje ct, 
w h ich  us e s  vide oconfe re ncing to provide  
ongoing contact and support be tw e e n 
e lde rly pe ople  and stude nts. Pie rre  Lutz -
le r re fle cte d on th e  ne e ds  for ge ronte ch -
nologie s  in rural are as , tak ing th e  e x-
am ple  of th e  H aute s  Alpe s , a re m ote  
m ountainous  re gion in south -e ast 
France . Cath e rine  O llive t (curre ntly Pre s id-
e nt of th e  fam ilie s  and us e rs  as sociation 
France -Alz h e im e r) and Vince nt Rialle  
pre s e nte d data from  a re ce nt surve y of 
270 fam ilie s  of patie nts  w ith  Alz h e im e rs  
dis e as e , w h ich  aim e d to e xplore  th e ir 
ne e ds , fe ars  and e xpe ctations  of ne w  
te ch nologie s . D uring th e  m orning s e s -
s ion, participants  h ad th e  opportunity to 
s e e  som e  te ch nical de m onstrations , in-
cluding a ris ing toile t/W C bowl, w h ich  is  
pow e re d by e ne rgy from  tap wate r pre s -
s ure ; th is  syste m  e nable s  pe ople  w h o 
h ave  difficulty s itting or ris ing to us e  th e  
toile t inde pe nde ntly.
Jeanne  Tyrrell

E: je anne .tyrre ll@ upm f-gre noble .fr

Curre nt aw are ne s s  in aging re s e arch  
and de m ograph ics
CAAR (Curre nt Aware ne s s  in Aging Re -
s e arch ) is  a w e e k ly e m ail re port pro-
duce d by th e  Ce nte r for D e m ograph y of 
H e alth  and Aging at th e  Unive rs ity of W is -
cons in-Madison th at h e lps  re s e arch e rs  
k e e p up to date  w ith  th e  late st de ve lop-
m e nts  in aging re s e arch : www.s sc.w isc.
e du/cdh a/pubs/caar.h tm l. Also available  
is  a ge ne ral de m ograph ic curre nt aware -
ne s s  re port: CD ERR (Curre nt D e m ograph -
ic Re s e arch  Re ports), a w e e k ly e m ail re -
port produce d by th e  Ce nte r for D e m o-
graph y and Ecology at th e  Unive rs ity of 
W iscons in-Madison th at h e lps  re s e arch -
e rs  k e e p up to date  in de m ograph ics : 
www.s sc.w isc.e du/cde /library/cde rr/sub-
scribe .h tm . Back  is s ue s  are  available  
from  www.s sc.w isc.e du/cde /library/
cde rr/back _is s .h tm . Both  re ports  contain 

W o rld  N e w s



245

M
a

r
c

h
 

2
0

0
6

,
 

V
o

l
 

4
,

 
N

o
 

4
w

w
w

.
g

e
r

o
n

t
e

c
h

j
o

u
r

n
a

l
.

n
e

t

s e le cte d listings  of ne w  re ports , article s , 
b ibliograph ie s , work ing pape rs , table s  of 
conte nts , confe re nce s , data, and w e b-
s ite s  from  all ove r th e  world. Subscrip-
tions  are  fre e .
Jack  Solock

E: jsolock @ s sc.w isc.e du

E-le arning for e lde rcare  profe s s ionals  - 
M arch  and April 2006 
Ge ronte ch nology e ncourage s  continue d 
life -long le arning us ing m ode rn te ch nolo-
gie s  for all olde r adults , and also for 
th os e  w h o provide  s e rvice s. O nline  le arn-
ing is  conve nie nt and im m e diate ly applic-
able  to olde r adults ' h e alth  and social 
ne e ds. O ne  continuing profe s s ional e duca-
tion program  is  ne wly available  globally 
us ing Inte rne t re source s. It is  de s igne d 
for e lde rcare  profe s s ionals  at all le ve ls , in 
Englis h , and offe re d fre e ly. It us e s  m inim -
al cost te ch nology (te ach e r-facilitate d dis -
cus s ions  and com m unity online ). Th e s e  E-
W ork s h ops  focus  on 'rural e lde rcare ' and 
social s e rvice  - e m pow e ring olde r adults  
w ith  advocacy te ch niq ue s , us ing re s e arch  
in e vide nce -bas e d social work  practice , 
and rural aging practice  m ode ls  and inte r-
ve ntion s k ills. Each  E-W ork s h op is  inte ract-
ive , e ncouraging k nowle dge  building via 
re al-tim e  com m unications  am ong e xpe rts  
and stude nts. Participants  'tune  in' via 
e m ails  and th e  w e bs ite  w h e n it fits  into 
work ing sch e dule s , w ith  a m inim um  total 
participation of about 2.5 h ours  acros s  
th re e  days.
Info: www.m aine ce nte ronaging.org; Re gis -
tration in advance  online . 
Lauren E. Storck  Ph D

E: drstorck @ care giving-online .com

W orld-w ide  ne w s  for profe s s ionals  in 
aging
Cre ate d in Europe  in 2005, Age tim e s .com  
(www.age tim e s .com ) stands  as  th e  portal 
for profe s s ionals  on population age ing. It 
inte nds  to be  an inform ation and s e rvice s  
portal, de dicate d to th e  com m unity of pro-
fe s s ionals  as  w e ll re s e arch e rs , organiz a-
tions , as sociations  and anyone  inte re ste d 
in th is  fie ld. It re corde d 140,000 vis its  in 
Nove m be r 2005 alone . H alf of th e s e  w e re  
from  th e  USA. Profe s s ionals  m ay place  
th e ir own ne w s  for fre e .
D enis Janin

E: de nis .janin@ age tim e s .com

Te ch nology for h e alth  and s ocial care
In June  2005, th e  official journal of th e  
Fre nch  National Foundation for Ge ronto-

logy (FNG), 'Gérontologie  e t Société' pub-
lis h e d a spe cial is s ue  in Fre nch  focus s ing 
on h e alth  and social care  applications  of 
te ch nology for olde r pe ople . Th e  e le ve n 
pape rs  in th is  is s ue  are  bas e d on com m u-
nications  at th e  Institut Unive rs itaire  de  
Gérontologie s  study day h e ld in Paris  in 
May 2004, w h e re  spe ak e rs  from  France , 
Sw itz e rland and Canada re fle cte d on cur-
re nt de ve lopm e nts  and future  applica-
tions  of ge ronte ch nology. Th is  spe cial 
is s ue  brings  toge th e r industrial, te ch nic-
al and clinical pe rspe ctive s  on ge ronte ch -
nology to im prove  both  h om e  care  and in-
stitutional care . Topics  cove re d in th is  
publication include  th e  us e  of actim e tric 
te ch nology to m e asure  24-h our m otor 
activity le ve ls  of frail e lde rly in-patie nts; 
th e  de s ign of brace le t-de vice s  for m onit-
oring cognitive ly im paire d patie nts , or 
th os e  at ris k  of falling; th e  de ve lopm e nt 
of re m ote  portable  alarm s  for pe ople  at 
ris k  of h e art attack s; th e  us e  of CCTV sur-
ve illance  and inte rne t-bas e d com m unica-
tion syste m s  for pe ople  living at h om e  
w ith  ch ronic h e alth  proble m s. Alth ough  
all th e  article s  are  in Fre nch , e ach  one  
h as  an abstract in Englis h . An annotate d 
b ibliograph y of ove r 70 Fre nch  article s  
and re ports  about ge ronte ch nology-re -
late d is s ue s  appe ars  at th e  e nd of th e  
journal, bas e d on th e  re source s  h e ld at 
FNG's  library in Paris . W h ile  th is  list is  not 
e xh austive , it indicate s  som e  of th e  are as  
th at h ave  re ce ive d particular atte ntion in 
France  s ince  th e  e arly 19 9 0s. 
Copie s  of th is  spe cial June  2005 is s ue  
(Is s ue  no 113 'Te ch nologie s  au s e rvice  du 
soin') cost € 35, and can be  orde re d from  
Cath e rine  D um outie r, Fondation Na-
tionale  de  Gérontologie , 49  rue  Mira-
be au, 75016 Paris , France ;
E: fondation@ fng.fr;
URL: h ttp://www.fng.fr
Jeanne  Tyrrell, Alain Franco

E: je anne .tyrre ll@ upm f-gre noble .fr

CALEND AR  O F EVENTS
April 2  6, 2006

Ge riatrics  2006: Inte rnational Congre s s  
of Elde rly H e alth  
Istanbul, Turk e y
O rganiz e r: Turk is h  Ge riatrics  Socie ty
Info: www.ge riatrics2006.org

May 18 - 19 , 2006

1st Inte rnational Confe re nce  on Pe rsuas -
ive  Te ch nology for h um an w e ll-be ing
Eindh ove n, Th e  Ne th e rlands
O rganiz e r: Te ch nisch e  Unive rs ite it Eind-

W o rld  N e w s  /  Fo rth co m i n g
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h ove n
Info: www.pe rsuas ive te ch nology.org

May 29  - 30, 2006

1st Europe an Confe re nce  on Multicultural-
ism  in Europe an Age d Care : Consum e r, Pro-
vide r, W ork force , and Te ch nological Pe r-
spe ctive s
Brus s e ls , Be lgium
O rganiz e r: IA H SA (Inte rnational As soci-
ation for H om e s  and Se rvice s  for th e  Age -
ing) Europe an Com m itte e
Info: www.iah sa.ne t/brus s e ls

May 30  June  2, 2006 

8th  Global Confe re nce  of th e  Inte rnational 
Fe de ration on Age ing
Cope nh age n, D e nm ark
O rganiz e r: Inte rnational Fe de ration on Age -
ing
Info: www.global-age ing.dk  

June  8-10, 2006

Inte rnational Sym pos ium  Sate llite  to ICO H  
2006: Sh ift work  and Age ing in H e alth  
Care  and Com m unity Se rvice s
Ve nice , Italy
O rganiz e r: Inte rnational Com m is s ion on 
O ccupational H e alth  (ICO H )
Info: h ttp://www.icoh 2006.it/s e cond_
announce m e nt_ve nice .doc

June  11-16, 2006

Sym pos ium  Exte nding th e  W ork ing Life : 
W O RK afte r 60? 
Milan, Italy
O rganiz e r: Inte rnational Com m is s ion on 
O ccupational H e alth  (ICO H )
Info:
inlich tinge n@ advie sbure au-goe dh ard.nl

July 12 - 14, 2006

10th  Inte rnational Confe re nce  on Com -
pute rs  H e lping Pe ople  W ith  Spe cial Ne e ds
Unive rs ity of Linz , Austria
O rganiz e r: ICCH P
Info: www.icch p.org

Septem be r 7-9 , 2006

Th e  age ing jigsaw : Inte rdisciplinary ap-
proach e s  to old age
Unive rs ity of W ale s , Bangor, Unite d K ing-
dom
O rganiz e r: Britis h  Socie ty of Ge rontology
Info: h ttp://www.bangor.ac.uk /csprd/
bsg2006.h tm l

Septem be r 18 - 20, 2006

ICD VRAT 2006 - Inte rnational Confe re nce  
Se rie s  on D isability, Virtual Re ality and As -

sociate d Te ch nologie s
Esbje rg, D e nm ark
O rganiz e r: Aalborg Unive rs ity
Info: www.icdvrat.re ading.ac.uk

O ctobe r 14-18, 2006

4th  Nordic Confe re nce  on H um an-Com -
pute r Inte raction: Ch anging role s
O slo, Norway
O rganiz e r: Nordic forum  for h um an-com -
pute r inte raction re s e arch
Info: h ttp://nordich i2006.idi.ntnu.no/

June  18 - 20, 2007

7th  Inte rnational Confe re nce  of IA H SA: Th e  
Global Age ing Ne twork : Le ading Ch ange , 
Sh aring Innovation, Enh ancing Life
St. Julian's , Malta
O rganiz e r: Inte rnational As sociation for 
H om e s  and Se rvice s  for th e  Age ing (IA H SA)
Info: www.aah sa.org/confe re nce s/
iah sa2007/call/

June  18-21, 2007
11th  Inte rnational Confe re nce  on Mobility 
and Transport for Elde rly and D isable d Pe r-
sons  (TRANSED  2007/CO MO TRED  2007): 
Be nch m ark ing, Evaluation and Vis ion for 
th e  Future
Montre al, Canada
O rganiz e r: Canada Transport
Info: www.tc.gc.ca/trans e d2007

June  16 - 19 , 2007

Fe stival of Inte rnational Confe re nce s  on 
Care giving, D isability, Aging and Te ch no-
logy (FICCD AT)
Toronto, Canada
O rganiz e r: Sm art Move  Training and D e ve l-
opm e nt Inc, Toronto, Canada
Info: www.ficcdat.ca

May 20-23, 2008

6th  Inte rnational Confe re nce  on Ge ronte ch -
nology: Sm art Te ch nology for active  
Longe vity
Pisa, Italy
O rganiz e r: Scuola Supe riore  Sant Anna in 
collaboration w ith  th e  Italian Ch apte r of 
th e  ISG
Info: g.ane rdi@ s s sup.it or m ice ra@ s s sup.it

Announce m e nts  of m e e tings  and oth e r 
e ve nts  for th e  Ge ronte ch nology Cale ndar 
s h ould be  s ubm itte d by e -m ail to: 
j.e .m .h .v.bronsw ijk @ ge ronte ch nology.info.

Se e  also w w w .ge ronte ch journal.ne t

Fo rth co m i n g




