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CO RRESPO ND ENCE
W h at is  NO RM AL aging?
Be ing a re lative  late -com e r to acade m ia, I 
am  always  intrigue d at h ow  acade m ic te rm in-
ology e volve s. Since  m ost olde r adults  are  
not s ick , one  would as sum e  th at a lite rature  
s e arch  would yie ld m any ge rontological art-
icle s  w ith  th e  te rm  norm al aging in th e m . 
But th is  is  not th e  cas e . So I as k e d m ys e lf, 
w h y isn’t th is  te rm  w ide ly us e d in past and 
curre nt ge rontological and ge ronte ch nologic-
al lite rature ?
In 19 87, Row e  and Kah n e xplaine d th at w ith -
in th e  cate gory of norm al aging, a distinc-
tion can be  m ade  be tw e e n usual aging and 
succe s sful aging1. H e re  w e  s e e  norm al as  
th e  h igh e st le ve l of th e  aging h ie rarch y. In-
ste ad of re m aining at th is  le ve l, alm ost im -
m e diate ly, th e  optim ist m ove m e nt in aging 
be gins 2. Th at of succe ssful aging.
Succe s sful aging spawns  m ore  pos itive -fo-
cus e d te rm inology lik e  productive 3, active 4, 
h e alth y5, and adaptive  aging6. Usual aging 
is  as sociate d w ith  ‘not-so-good aging’, and 
s h ould be  trans itione d to succe s sful aging 
w ith  th e  h e lp of re s e arch 4. Bad aging would 
be  anyth ing as sociate d w ith  dis e as e  or los s  
of vitality. Th is  nich ing and spe cification of 
te rm inology m ay be  a ne ce s sary th ing, but 
th e  ove rall arch ite cture  ne e ds  re adjusting. 
Inste ad of good and bad, a be tte r approach  
is  norm al and non-norm al. Non-norm al 
aging would e ncom pas s  s ick ne s s  (path olo-
gical) and dis e as e . Norm al aging is  
e ve ryth ing e ls e . Statistically spe ak ing, nor-
m al would re fe r to th e  m ajority and w h at 
h appe ns  to th e  m as s e s  w ith  olde r adults; 
pe rh aps  w e  start w ith  th e  m e dian of th is  
population and work  one  or two standard de -
viations  away from  th at. Naturally com ple xit-
ie s  aris e  s uch  as  th e  fact th at norm al is  a 
m oving targe t; w h at was  once  cons ide re d 
‘norm al’ – for instance , life  e xpe ctancy, dis -
e as e s , te ch nological adoption in th e  h om e  
or h ospital – can and w ill ch ange 6. Also, th e  
distinction be tw e e n norm al and non-norm al 
m ay not be  black  and w h ite  in a give n pe r-
son; if an olde r adult de ve lops  a dis e as e , 
e ve ry e le m e nt of aging in th at pe rson m ay 
not ne ce s sarily re sort to non-norm ality.
Inste ad of us ing th e  te rm  succe s sful as  th e  
ove rall um bre lla to aging, le t’s  go back  to 
us ing th e  te rm  norm al. And, unde rne ath  
th at, h ave  th e  s ubcate gorie s  lik e  s ucce s s -
ful, productive , usual, e tc.; all th at re fe rs  to 
norm alcy e xce pt th e  cate gorie s  of non-nor-
m alcy. H e re in norm al s h ould include  s ub-cat-
e gorie s  th at re fe re nce  w h at m ay h ave  h istor-
ically be e n as sociate d w ith  bad aging: 
b iological ch ange s , cognitive  de cline s , e tc. 
Th e re  ne e ds  to be  an are a in th e  aging arch i-
te cture  th at addre s s e s  th e s e  topics  as  s e par-
ate  from  s ick ne s s  and dis e as e , to e ncom -
pas s  th e  m any dim e ns ions  and variability 
th at re sult from  th e  aging of such  a vast 
audie nce . To illustrate , som e  olde r adults  
h ave  m inim al h e aring los s , som e  don’t. 

Som e  olde r adults  be com e  far-s igh te d to a 
large r de gre e  th an oth e rs. Me m ory los s , 
corne al h arde ning, balance  control, all h ave  
range s  in de gre e s  spe cific to e ve ry olde r 
adult. Th e s e  all s h ould be  cate goriz e d 
unde r norm al aging. Glaucom a, an e ye  dis -
e as e , is  a part of non-norm al aging.
I am  sugge sting th e  e lim ination of ide alistic 
and e m otional te rm inology. Save  th at for 
th e  m ark e ting broch ure s . I am  sugge sting 
w e  re adjust th e  cate goriz ation of aging te r-
m inology to be  le s s  good vs. bad and be  
m ore  m ajority-focus e d and obje ctive .
Re fe re nce s
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BO O K  REVIEW
Fogg, B.J., (2002). Pe rs uas ive  te ch no-
logy. Us ing com pute rs  to ch ange  w h at 
w e  th ink  and do. San Francis co, US: M or-
gan K aufm ann Pub lis h e rs . ISBN 1-55860-
643-2. Price : $ 39 ,9 5 (VAT include d)
Pe rsuas ive  te ch nology is  de fine d as  any in-
te ractive  com pute r syste m  de s igne d to 
ch ange  pe ople ’s  attitude s  or be h avior. A 
m ajor inte re st of social scie ntists  is  to un-
de rstand h ow  pe ople  ch ange . Ne ve rth e le s s  
m ost studie s  h ave  faile d to re cogniz e  th e  
pow e r and pe rvas ive ne s s  of a range  of 
subtle  variable s  th at ope rate  on us  in 
s ubtle  ways. Exam ple s  bas e d on laboratory 
e xpe rim e nts  and re al-world e xpe rim e nts  
faile d to control crim e  or re duce  crim inal 
be h avior. Th e  e ditor cons ide rs  te ch nology 
to ove rcom e  th e s e  barrie rs.
Com pute rs  w e re  initially m e ant to pe r-
s uade . Nowadays  com pute rs  h ave  re place d 
(traditional) pe rsuade rs , s uch  as  te ach e rs , 
coach e s , cle rgym e n, th e rapists , doctors  
and sale s  pe ople . An e xam ple  of pe rsuas ive  
te ch nology from  th e  80s  is  th e  introduction 
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of th e  pe rsonal com pute r in office  e nviron-
m e nts  to incre as e  productivity on th e  work  
floor. An e xam ple  from  th e  9 0s  is  th e  w ide -
spre ad introduction of th e  inte rne t. W e b-
s ite s  w e re  de s igne d to pe rsuade  pe ople  to 
ch ange  both  attitude  and be h avior.
Pe rsuas ive  te ch nology is  de scribe d by th e  
ne w  paradigm  ‘captology’. Th e  auth or 
de fine s  captology as  an acronym  bas e d on 
th e  ph ras e  “com pute r as  pe rsuas ive  te ch no-
logie s ”. In brie f, it capture s  th e  dom ain of re -
s e arch , de s ign, and application of pe rsuas -
ive  te ch nology to ch ange  attitude s  and 
be h avior. Captology h as  its  focus  on h um an 
m ach ine  inte raction: th e  inte raction w ith  
and th rough  com pute rs. Pe rsuas ion is  
bas e d on inte ntions  and not on outcom e s. 
Pe rsuas ion can tak e  place  on two le ve ls; 
m acro and m icro, de fine d by th e  auth or as  
m acrosuas ion and m icrosuas ion. Macrosua-
s ion de scribe s  th e  ove rall pe rsuas ive  inte nt 
of a product w h ile  m icrosuas ion w ill incor-
porate  sm alle r pe rsuas ive  e le m e nts  to 
ach ie ve  a diffe re nt ove rall goal. Fe ature s  
(sounds , additional cre dits) in vide o gam e s  
are , for instance , e xam ple s  of m icrosuas ion 
to k e e p gam e rs  inte re ste d in th e  gam e .
Th e  m ajor advantage  of pe rsuas ive  te ch no-
logy is  its  inte ractivity. Bas e d on pe rsonal-
iz e d inform ation on ne e ds  and s ituation, tail-
or m ade  products , s e rvice s  and program s  
are  de live re d in inte ractivity. Be s ide s  th is  ad-
vantage  ove r traditional m e dia, pe rsuas ive  
te ch nology h as  advantage s  ove r h um an pe r-
s uade rs. It (i) is  m ore  pe rs iste nt th an 
h um an be ings , (ii) offe rs  gre ate r anonym ity, 
(iii) m anage s  h uge  volum e s  of data, (iv) 
us e s  m any m odalitie s  to influe nce , (v) 
scale s  e as ily, and (vi) goe s  w h e re  h um ans  
cannot go or m ay not be  w e lcom e . A m ajor 
part of th e  book  is  de vote d to unde rstand-
ing captology th rough  th e  us e  of th e  so-
calle d functional triad w ith  th re e  corne r 
points : (i) tool, (ii) m e dia, and (iii) social 
actor.
All th re e  corne r points  of th e  triad affe ct pe r-
s uas ion. Th e  auth or h as  ide ntifie d s e ve n 
tools  of pe rsuas ive  te ch nology: (i) re duction 
te ch nology, to re duce  com ple x tas k s  
th rough  s im plification, (ii) tunne lling te ch no-
logy to guide  us e rs , (iii) tailoring te ch no-
logy to provide  th e  inform ation th at is  re le v-
ant to a ce rtain pe rson at a ce rtain tim e , (iv) 
sugge stion te ch nology to sugge st a be h avi-
or at th e  m ost opportune  m om e nt, (v) s e lf-
m onitoring te ch nology to le t th e  us e r m onit-
or one s e lf in orde r to ach ie ve  a pre de te r-
m ine d goal or outcom e , (vi) s urve illance  
te ch nology to e nable  individuals  to le arn 
about th e m s e lve s , and (vii) conditional te ch -
nology to us e  principle s  of ope rant condi-
tioning to ch ange  be h avior. 
Me dia m ay be  dire cte d towards  com pe lling 
s im ulate d e xpe rie nce s. Th e  auth or h as  pro-
pos e d th re e  cate gorie s  of s im ulation: (i) s im -
ulate d caus e -and-e ffe ct sce narios  to ob-
s e rve  im m e diate ly th e  link  be tw e e n caus e  

and e ffe ct, (ii) s im ulate d e nvironm e nts  to 
provide  us e rs  w ith  ne w  (virtual) e nviron-
m e nts , and (iii) s im ulate d obje cts  to im -
prove  e ve ryday routine s  us ing portable  s im -
ulation te ch nologie s .
Alth ough  no e xte ns ive  studie s  h ave  s h own 
h ow  com pute rs  affe ct or trigge r social re -
spons e s  in h um ans , ple nty of casuistic e x-
ists. Th is  th ird corne r point of th e  function-
al triad –th e  social actor- is  divide d into five  
social cue s : ph ys ical,  psych ological, lan-
guage , social dynam ics , and social role s. 
Th e  book  cons ide rs  th e  cre dib ility of com -
pute rs  and re cogniz e s  two dim e ns ions : 
trustworth ine s s  and e xpe rtis e  to de te rm ine  
pe rce ive d q uality. Re le vant e rrors  and 
faults  are  discus s e d. Cre dib ility is  con-
s ide re d e s s e ntial to be  e ffe ctive  in pe rsua-
s ion. In addition, conne ctivity and m obility 
nowadays  e nh ance  th e  pote ntial of pe rsuas -
ive  te ch nology. Th e  introduction of w ire le s s  
inte rne t, sm art m obile  ph one s  and PD As  
s upports  th is . 
Eth ics  is  param ount in pe rsuas ive  te ch no-
logy. Most of th e  e th ical is s ue s  fall into one  
of th re e  are as  (i) inte ntion, (ii) m e th ods , 
and (iii) outcom e s. Th e  inte ntion can be  
s e e n as  th e  q ue stion “W h y was  th e  product 
cre ate d?”. Me th ods  conce rn e stablis h ing in-
te nd and as s e s s ing e th ics. Us ing e m otions  
is  acce ptable  in som e  cas e s . O utcom e s  m ay 
be  inte nde d or uninte nde d.  
Th is  inte re sting book  is  prim arily bas e d on 
social scie nce s  applie d to state -of-th e -art 
te ch nology. Be st practice s  and finis h e d aca-
de m ic study re sults  are  w e ll de scribe d to 
e m pow e r m ost of th e  de finitions  launch e d 
by th e  auth or. It provide s  e vide nce  th at pe r-
s uas ive  te ch nology inde e d ch ange s  atti-
tude s  and be h avior.
Th e  book , h ow e ve r, lack s  a re fle ction on so-
cial m ode ls. Th e  fore word, w ritte n by Z im -
bardo, is  paying som e  atte ntion to a fe w  of 
th e s e  m ode ls. Th e  m ode l of Mach iave lli 
(h um an be ings  are  th e  e ffe ctive  age nts  of 
influe nce ) h as  be e n adopte d, w h ile  th e  
m ode l of O rw e ll (te ch nology could be  cor-
rupte d by Big Broth e r to control th e  m inds  
of th e  m as s e s ) h as  be e n ignore d. It is  h ard 
for non-social scie ntists  to de te rm ine  h ow  
good th e  ne w  paradigm  of captology re ally 
is . Th e  auth or also doe s  not m e ntion re le v-
ant ne w  te ch nological paradigm s , s uch  as  
‘ub iq uitous  com puting’ and ‘am bie nt inte lli-
ge nce ’ (Se e : Ge ronte ch nology 2005;4(4):
240-242). Match ing th e  ne w  te ch nology-
bas e d paradigm s  w ith  th e  social-bas e d 
paradigm  of ‘pe rsuas ive  te ch nology’ could 
incre as e  pe rsuas ive ne s s .
Th e  book  m ay h e lp ge ronte ch nology in 
be ing m ore  adaptive  and adaptable  -in 
s h ort- m ore  pe rsuas ive .
F. Franch im on MSc

E: f.franch im on@ tue .nl
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PEO PLE
Voltaire  (169 4-1778): s ucce s s ful age ing 
in th e  18th  ce ntury
Born in 169 4, ‘Voltaire ’ (re al nam e  François -
Marie  Aroue t) re m ains  one  of France ’s  m ost 
fam ous  w rite rs  and inte lle ctual figure h e ads. 
Alth ough  a ce ntral ch aracte r in Fre nch  18th  
ce ntury h istory, ph ilosoph y and lite rature , 
Voltaire ’s  late r ye ars  w e re  live d lite rally on 
th e  m argins  of France ; at th e  age  of 60, h e  
face d e xile  from  Paris  on th e  w is h e s  of K ing 
Louis  XV. H e  ch os e  to live  first in Ge ne va, be -
fore  s e ttling ne arby at Fe rne y, clos e  to th e  
Fre nch -Sw is s  borde r1,2. Th is  final pe riod of 
h is  life , spanning alm ost a q uarte r of a ce n-
tury, was  to be  an une xpe cte dly h appy and 
im pre s s ive ly productive  tim e . Voltaire ’s  
late r ye ars , it can be  argue d, w e re  an e x-
am ple  of succe s sful age ing.
An unde rstanding of h ow  Voltaire  age d is  
pos s ible  th ank s  to h is  le tte rs 3, and th e  re -
ce nt publication of a b iograph y by Ian D avid-
son (Voltaire  in Exile )2, w h ich  focus e s  atte n-
tion on h is  late r life . A prolific and fam ous  
le tte r w rite r, Voltaire  corre sponde d w ith  h un-
dre ds  of pe ople , including h is  frie nds  and 
e ne m ie s , prince s , politicians  and oth e r play-
wrigh ts. Voltaire ’s  publis h e d corre spond-
e nce  am ounts  to alm ost 15,300 le tte rs; 
ove r th re e  q uarte rs  of th e s e  w e re  w ritte n 
from  1754 onwards  w h e n h e  was  60. H is  
e xile  from  Paris  and failing h e alth  m e ant 
th at le tte rs  w e re  an im portant way of m ain-
taining contact w ith  th os e  h e  could no 
longe r vis it – com parable  in a way to th e  
m ode rn-day e -m ail. According to D avidson, 
h e  w rote  about 550 le tte rs  annually in h is  
60s  and 70s. Th e  conte nt of th e s e  le tte rs  
provide  som e  ins igh t into h ow  Voltaire  live d 
h is  late r ye ars  in 18th  ce ntury Europe .
Voltaire ’s  e arly le tte rs  from  Ge ne va indicate  
a ne w  found inte re st in cultivating th e  e s -
tate s  w h e re  h e  de cide d to s e t up h om e . Al-
th ough  h e  was  now  in h is  60s , h e  e m brace d 
th is  ne w  life style , de s igning ornate  gar-
de ns , planning vine yards , and organis ing 
h e rb, ve ge table  and fruit crops. H e  h ad spe -
cial s h oe s  m ade  for h is  walk s  around th e  
farm land, w h e re  h e  inspe cte d th e  live stock  
and ove rsaw  th e  de ve lopm e nt of h is  e state . 
Ge ronte ch nologists  w ill be  inte re ste d by h is  
e nth us iasm  for cultivating th e  re ce ntly ac-
q uire d farm land us ing th e  m ost up-to-date  
e q uipm e nt, s uch  as  five -blade d sow ing 
plough s  and th e  late st in grape -pre s s  
de vice s. Ke e n to accom m odate  th e  ne e ds  of 
th e  m any vis itors  to h is  villa, h is  le tte rs  also 
re ve al h is  e fforts  to m ode rnis e  h is  bath -
room s  w ith  b ide ts , follow ing com plaints  
from  a lady gue st. Th is  w h ole -h e arte d e n-
gage m e nt in re furbis h ing h is  prope rty and 
cultivating th e  land s e e m s  to h ave  paid off: 
h e  w rote  in 1759  “Four years ago, I w as get-

ting ready for death , but now  I find th at I 

am  stronge r th an I h ave  eve r be e n…” 
In h is  e arly 70s , h e  re conve rte d h is  th e atre  
to farm  worm s  for s ilk  production, and h e  

e ve n le arne d h ow  to w e ave  stock ings. At 76 
ye ars  of age , h e  e stablis h e d a succe s sful 
watch -m ak ing industry at Fe rne y. Eve r th e  
s h re wd bus ine s s  m an, h e  source d th e  raw  
m ate rials , and organis e d th e  m ark e ting, 
sale s  and e xporting of th e  watch e s . H aving 
finance d th e  construction of factory space  
and h om e s  for th e  doz e ns  of craftsm e n, 
Voltaire  re m aine d active ly involve d in th e  
running of th e  watch -m ak ing bus ine s s  into 
h is  e igh tie s , as  w e ll as  th e  m anage m e nt of 
th e  village  th at gre w  around Fe rne y as  a re s -
ult of th is  e nte rpris e . 
Voltaire ’s  le tte rs  h igh ligh t som e  of th e  is -
s ue s  th at pre occupie d h im  into old age . In 
h is  late  60s , h e  be cam e  a surrogate  fath e r, 
as  h e  appe are d to re gre t h is  ch ildle s sne s s; 
th e  nurturing re lations h ip w ith  th is  adopt-
ive  daugh te r (and late r, a grand-daugh te r) 
was  an im portant source  of h appine s s  for 
h im . H e  was  conscious  th at h is  cons ide r-
able  w e alth  was  an e norm ous  privile ge  as  
h e  gre w  olde r; both  in h is  private  and work -
life , h e  de ve lope d a s e ns e  of re spons ib ility 
for providing for th os e  w h o w e re  de pe nd-
e nt upon h im , including h is  e m ploye e s  and 
h is  fam ily.
As  h e  gre w  olde r, Voltaire  be cam e  incre as -
ingly pre occupie d by m iscarriage s  of 
justice  in France  and e ls e w h e re . Alth ough  
pow e rle s s  to pre ve nt e xe cutions , Voltaire  
inve ste d cons ide rable  tim e  and m one y in 
h is  e fforts  to inve stigate  and cle ar th e  
nam e s  of pe ople  h e  fe lt h ad be e n w rongly 
accus e d w ith in th e  Fre nch  justice  syste m . 

Pe o p le

Voltaire  as depicted by Jean-Antoine  H oudin 

(sculptor) in 1781
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Inde e d, h is  m ost m e m orable  and popular 
work , Candide , was  publis h e d w h e n 
Voltaire  was  65; part of th is  story was  in-
spire d by th e  re ce nt e xe cution of a Britis h  
adm iral in England. Candide  sold m ore  th an 
20,000 copie s  in its  first ye ar of publication 
(1759 ), m ak ing it an 18th  ce ntury be sts e lle r; 
book  production was  a le s s  te ch nologically 
advance d activity th an today, ye t at le ast 20 
e ditions  w e re  publis h e d around Europe  in 
th e  first ye ar, including copie s  in Fre nch , 
Italian and Englis h . 
D e spite  Voltaire ’s  re m ark able  ach ie ve m e nts  
and productivity, h is  late r ye ars  w e re  not an 
e asy tim e . H is  w ritings , h is  be h aviour and 
h is  opinions  w e re  life long source s  of con-
flict w ith  th e  Ch urch  and State  auth oritie s . 
Alth ough  Voltaire  was  a w e alth y m an, h e  fre -
q ue ntly worrie d about h is  financial future ; 
h e  was  ow e d large  s um s  of m one y from  
loans , w h ich  w e re  not always  re paid. In h is  
e igh tie s , h e  cam paigne d against tax re -
form s  w h ich  w e re  th re ate ning th e  watch -
m ak ing industry in Fe rne y. Voltaire  e nte r-
taine d h undre ds  of adm ire rs  and vis itors  at 
h is  h om e , ye t h e  e xpe rie nce d fe e lings  of 
lone line s s , notably in h is  70s , w h e n h is  
long te rm  com panion, Madam e  D e nis , de s e r-
te d h im  abruptly for about 18 m onth s. H e  
was  also distre s s e d by th e  de ath s  of young-
e r frie nds. H e  s uffe re d various  h e alth  prob-
le m s , including gout, failing e ye s igh t, dia-
be te s  and prostate  cance r. Ne ve rth e le s s , 
Voltaire  re m aine d both  ph ys ically active  
and inte lle ctually e ngage d righ t up to th e  
w e e k  of h is  de ath  in 1778. 
Th e  final m onth s  of h is  life  w e re  spe nt back  
in Paris , as  Louis  XV h ad die d a fe w  ye ars  
e arlie r. By now  a frail e igh ty-th re e  ye ar old 
m an, Voltaire  atte nde d m e e tings , planne d 
ne w  publications , re vis e d and ove rsaw  re -
h e arsals  of h is  ne w  play, and socialis e d 
around Paris . Th is  tim e  in Paris  was  a tri-
um ph ant pe riod, as  Voltaire  was  be s ie ge d 
by h undre ds  of vis itors , h aile d as  a h e ro by 
crowds  in th e  stre e t, and appointe d dire ctor 
of th e  pre stigious  Académ ie  Français e .
From  a psych ological point of vie w , Voltaire  
appe ars  to h ave  be e n an e xce ptionally re s ili-
e nt m an. H is  banis h m e nt from  Paris  was  an 
une xpe cte d s e tback , but h e  adapte d suc-
ce s sfully to h is  ch ange d circum stance s. H e  
w e nt on to live  a strik ingly productive  late r 
life , de spite  ch ronic h e alth  proble m s , re cur-
re nt financial worrie s  and a turbule nt re la-
tions h ip w ith  th e  Fre nch  and Sw is s  auth orit-
ie s . As  h e  gre w  olde r, Voltaire  re m aine d 
e ngage d in fam iliar activitie s  (w riting, 
th e atre , re ading), w h ile  e nth us iastically e m -
bracing ne w  role s  and re spons ib ilitie s . Far 
from  re tiring as  h e  gre w  olde r, Voltaire  
provide s  a strik ing e xam ple  of cre ativity, re -
s ilie nce  and dynam ism  in late r life .
Re fe re nce s
1.   D avidson I. Voltaire  in e xile . Th e  last 

ye ars , 1753-78. London: Atlantic Book s; 
2004 

2.   Pe arson R. Voltaire  Alm igh ty: A life  in pur-
suit of fre e dom . London: Bloom sbury; 
2005

3.   Voltaire  Foundation: 
h ttp://www.voltaire .ox.ac.uk , acce s s e d 
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ISG BUSINESS
At th e  s tart of th e  5th  volum e : A m e s -
s age  from  th e  e ditors
At th e  start of th e  5th  volum e  w e  th ank  th e  
m e m be rs  of our e ditorial board for th e ir 
pe e r re vie w ing of th e  m anuscripts  re ce ive d 
during volum e  4, as  w e ll as  Tatjana Bulat 
(USA), Soutrik  Bane rje e  (France ), D avid 
Burdick  (USA), Fe rgus  Craik  (Canada), Sara 
Cz aja (USA), Katink a D ijk stra (USA), Mili 
D ocam po Ram a (Neth e rlands), Klaus  Fe ll-
baum  (Germ any), Laura Gitlin (USA), Jan 
Graafm ans  (Belgium ), Pe te r Graf (Canada), 
Paul de  Gre e f (Neth e rlands), Ge orge  
H ave nith  (United Kingdom ), Florian Kais e r 
(Sw itz e rland), W illiam  Ke arns  (USA), Gari 
Le snoff (USA), W illiam  Mann (USA), D avid 
Martin (United Kingdom ), Anne -Soph ie  
Me le nh orst (Neth e rlands), Ale x Mih ailidis  
(Canada), Roge r W . Morre ll (USA), D an Mor-
row  (USA), Masaru Miyao (Japan), Laxm an 
Nayak  (United Kingdom ), Rich ard Pak  (USA), 
Cor E.E. Pe rnot (Neth e rlands), Rich ard Pe w  
(USA), Gail M. Pow e ll-Cope  (USA), Liliane  
Rioux (France ), W e ndy Roge rs  (USA), Je n-
nife r Salm on (USA), Frank  Sch ie be r (USA), 
Th ijs  Soe de  (Neth e rlands), Anth e a Tink e r 
(United Kingdom ), Paivi Topo (Finland), Eva 
Lindh  W ate rworth  (Sw eden), Linda W e bbe r 
(USA), Gill W h itne y (United Kingdom ), and 
Bo Xie  (USA). In total 49  m anuscripts  (origin-
als , s h ortie s , stude nt pape rs  and be st prac-
tice s ) com ple te d th e  pe e r re vie w ing pro-
ce s s; 28 (57%) w e re  re je cte d.
In addition w e  would lik e  to inform  th e  
m e m be rs  of th e  Inte rnational Socie ty for Ge -
ronte ch nology and oth e r re ade rs  of som e  
of th e  ch ange s  th at w ill tak e  place  starting 
th is  is s ue .
To h ave  m ore  space  for re s e arch  in th e  is -
s ue s  th e  instructions  to contributors  can 
only be  found on th e  w e bs ite  (w w w .ge ron-

tech nology.info/Journal/instructions.h tm ). 
Form e rly, th e y w e re  also printe d in th e  first 
is s ue  of e ach  volum e .
A m ore  im portant ch ange  h as  to do w ith  
th e  pe e r re vie w ing proce s s . Starting from  
May 1, 2006 pe e r re vie w ing of all ne w  
m anuscripts  w ill be  com ple te ly anonym ous. 
Not only are  th e  auth ors  unaware  of th e  
ide ntity of th e  pe e r re vie w e rs  (as  h as  be e n 
th e  cas e  all along), also th e  pe e r re vie w e rs  
w ill no longe r be  aware  of th e  nam e s  of th e  
auth ors  w h e n re vie w ing m anuscripts. Th is  
h as  re sulte d in som e  ch ange s  in th e  up-
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loade d instructions  for auth ors. 
O ur h onorary m e m be r prof.dr. Vappu Taip-
ale  h as  re s igne d h e r m e m be rs h ip of th e  e dit-
orial board. W e  are  grate ful for h e r input dur-
ing th e  last 5 ye ars , and are  ple as e d th at 
s h e  found a worth y ‘re place m e nt’. Scand-
inavia was  furth e r stre ngth e ne d by a re pre s -
e ntative  from  D e nm ark . O th e r ‘additions ’ to 
th e  board cam e  from  Arge ntina and th e  
Ne th e rlands.
Starting from  volum e  5, auth ors  w h o are  
also m e m be r of th e  ISG m ay upload th e ir 
publis h e d contributions  to Ge ronte ch no-
logy on th e ir own w e bs ite  for non-com m e r-
cial us e , provide d th at a link  is  include d to 
th e  journal.
Th e  e ditors of Ge rontech nology

J.E.M.H . van Bronsw ijk , H . Boum a,

D .G. Bouw h uis , J.L. Foz ard,

F.L. van Ne s, L. Norm ie

E: info@ ge ronte ch nology.ne t

W O RLD  NEW S
Age ing w e ll in Aus tralia
Th e re  h ave  be e n two s ignificant national ne t-
work ing initiative s  in Australia to facilitate  
m ulti-disciplinary re s e arch  in th e  fie ld of age -
ing and to e ncourage  proactive  planning in 
m id-life  for old age . 
Th e  Australian Gove rnm e nt, th rough  a joint 
ve nture  of th e  Australian Re s e arch  Council 
(ARC) and th e  National H e alth  and Me dical 
Re s e arch  Council (NH MRC), h as  de ve lope d a 
Re search  Netw ork  in Age ing W ell (w w w .age -

ingw ell.edu.au). Th e  e xpe ctation is  th at th is  
Ne twork  w ill ge ne rate  th e  innovative  and 
m ultidisciplinary approach e s  ne ce s sary to 
unde rstand age ing pe ople , re lations  
be tw e e n age  groups , and th e  e conom ic, so-
cial, and policy conte xts  th at s h ape  age ing 
e xpe rie nce s. Th e  Re s e arch  Ne twork  in Age -
ing W e ll place s  gre at e m ph as is  on link ing re -
s e arch e rs  from  m any discipline s  in orde r to 
addre s s  th e  b io-psych o-social dim e ns ions  
of age ing th at ne e d to be  unde rstood at th e  
individual and population le ve ls. Th e  Ne t-
work  also e m ph as iz e s  th e  ne e d to 
stre ngth e n inte rnational collaboration and 
to involve  and inform  e nd-point us e rs. Four 
th e m e  are as  are  ide ntifie d: (i) Productivity 
and Econom ic Se curity including labour m ar-
k e ts  for olde r work e rs , re tire m e nt planning 
and as s e t m anage m e nt; (ii) Inde pe nde nt Liv-
ing and Social Participation including age d 
and com m unity care  and social policie s , in-
form ation te ch nology, h ous ing and trans -
port; (iii) H e alth y Age ing including de te rm in-
ants  of h e alth y age ing, cognitive  
com pe te nce  and m e ntal capacitie s , ph ys ical 
activity and functional inde pe nde nce ; and 
(iv) Population Re s e arch  Strate gie s  includ-
ing population proje ctions  and m ode ling 
th e  future , m ultidisciplinary analys is  of e xist-
ing Australian longitudinal data, re vie w  of in-
te rnational surve y lite rature  re le vant to Aus -

tralia, and building inte rnational 
collaborations. 
Th e  oth e r initiative  is  th e  Age ing Re s e arch  
O nline  (ARO ) (www.aro.gov.au), a joint ve n-
ture  of th e  D e partm e nt of H e alth  and Age -
ing, D e partm e nt of Ve te ran Affairs  and th e  
Australian Institute  of H e alth  and W e lfare . 
Th e  ARO  produce s  a q uarte rly ne w sle tte r 
and e nable s  re s e arch e rs  to re giste r any age -
ing re late d proje ct online  th us  providing ac-
ce s s  to inform ation on age ing re le vant 
policy re spons e s  and re s e arch  initiative s. 
It is  of note  th at th e  te rm  ‘ge ronte ch no-
logy’ doe s  not appe ar in th e  title  of any pro-
je ct as sociate d w ith  e ith e r of th e s e  initiat-
ive s. H ow e ve r re s e arch  re late d to 
te ch nology, w h e th e r in th e  are a of continu-
ing e m ploym e nt, m e dical as s istance , e nte r-
tainm e nt or dom e stic e as e , is  re fe re nce d. 
An e xam ple  of th e  ope ration of th e  Re -
s e arch  Ne twork  in Age ing W e ll is  a Sym posi-

um  on Age ing Re search  th at was  h e ld in 
Pe rth , W e ste rn Australia in Se pte m be r 2005 
(h ttp://cracs.curtin.e du.au/partne rs/

Age ingW ellStateNode02.h tm l). Th e  m ain 
aim s  of th at Sym pos ium  de scribe d by Pro-
fe s sors  D uncan Boldy and H al Ke ndig w e re  
to facilitate  ways  in w h ich  e xisting re s e arch  
could be  e nh ance d, to ide ntify are as  of age -
ing re s e arch  th at w e re  not cove re d or w e re  
inade q uate ly cove re d and to discus s  discip-
line s  th at w e re  not re pre s e nte d or w e re  un-
de rre pre s e nte d in th e  Age ing W e ll Re s e arch  
Ne twork  of Australia. Th irty-s ix s h ort 
pre s e ntations  w e re  m ade  to an audie nce  of 
approxim ate ly 60 participants. Th e  re -
s e arch  inte re sts  cove re d a w ide  range  of is -
s ue s  including factors  re late d to inde pe nd-
e nt living and q uality of life , age ism  in th e  
m e dia, th e  im pact of inte rge ne rational 
ch ange  in com m unitie s , th e  q uality of th e  
ph ys ical e nvironm e nt in h ous ing for olde r 
pe ople , m aintaining ph ys ical and m e ntal 
h e alth  and h ow  te ch nology can as s ist age -
ing in place . Th e  e ve nt was  s ucce s sful be -
caus e  of its  inte rdisciplinary nature . An e val-
uation of th e  sym pos ium  s h ow e d th at 
approxim ate ly h alf th e  participants  planne d 
to m ak e  contact w ith  oth e r participants  to 
e xpand th e ir re s e arch  th ink ing. It was  also 
sugge ste d th at such  a sym pos ium  be com e s  
a re gular e ve nt.
E. Karol

E: E.Karol@ e xch ange .curtin.e du.au

CALEND AR  O F EVENTS
Th e  forth com ing list th is  tim e  m ay be  
found at www.ge ronte ch journal.ne t
Announce m e nts  of m e e tings  and oth e r 
e ve nts  for th e  Ge ronte ch nology Cale ndar 
s h ould be  s ubm itte d by e -m ail to: 
j.e .m .h .v.bronsw ijk @ ge rontech nology.info.
Th e  e ditors  de cide  to include  or not include  
th e  announce m e nt of a ce rtain e ve nt.
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