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CO RRESPO ND ENCE

An Inte rne t listm ail discus s ion forum  h os -

te d by th e  Inte rnational Socie ty of Ge ron-

te ch nology is  available  to prom ote  fre e  e x-

ch ange  of inform ation and vie w s  about 

th e  s ubje ct of ge ronte ch nology. Th e  

forum  w e lcom e s  com m e nt and q ue stions  

re lating to ISG activitie s , ge ronte ch nology 

re s e arch  and de ve lopm e nt, us e r ne e ds  

and acce ptance , te ch nology de live ry, e th -

ics , q uality and standards , and m ore . It is  

adm inistrate d by Lawre nce  R. Norm ie  and 

m ode rate d by Laure n E. Storck . To sub-

scribe , vis it w w w .jdc.org.il/m ailm an/

listinfo/isg_discussion. Subscription is  fre e  

and ope n to ISG m e m be rs  and non-m e m -

be rs  alik e .

M otivation is  a proce s s

In a re ce nt e ditorial, Bronsw ijk

1

 re late d m o-

tivation in ge ronte ch nology to th e  ne e ds  

of Maslow  as  publis h e d in 19 43

2

. Re ce nt 

tre nds  indicate  th at functionality is s ue s  

are  incre as ingly occupying th e  fie ld of 

h um an-te ch nology inte raction, m ak ing it 

m ove  be yond th e  traditional is s ue s  of usab-

ility, w h ich  h ave  not lost th e ir im portance , 

but cannot suffice  in guiding te ch nologic-

al de s ign. As k ing to m ak e  products  us e ful 

sounds  alm ost trivial. O bviously, th e  e ditor-

ial ple a of as k ing atte ntion for m otivation-

al is s ue s  in te ch nological de s ign is  tim e ly 

and im portant. Afte r all, w h at e ls e  could 

be  th e  re ason to cre ate  ne w  syste m s  and 

products? Ye t, it is  cle ar th at m any 

products  fail in th e  m ark e t and do not 

s e e m  to m e e t th e  e xpe ctations  of pote n-

tial us e rs. D e s igne rs  and produce rs  m ay 

be  unaware  of ne e ds  of pote ntial us e rs. 

Products  m ay be  rath e r bas e d on one ’s  pe r-

sonal fe e lings  and e xpe rie nce s  inste ad of 

th os e  in th e  targe t m ark e t. Unde rstanding 

pe ople ’s  m otive s  and starting from  th e re  

m igh t gre atly h e lp to build syste m s  and 

products  th at are  us e d conte nte dly. Th is  

is  not only true  for ge ronte ch nology but 

for te ch nology in ge ne ral. Pe rh aps , discre p-

ancie s  m ay be  fe lt stronge r am ong s e nior 

consum e rs  as  th is  cate gory m ay (partially) 

de viate  in its  ne e ds  for te ch nology from  

th e  m ainstre am  m ark e t for w h ich  

products  are  ofte n de s igne d.

In th is  com m e nt I w ill h igh ligh t two is -

s ue s . First, I w ill brie fly discus s  Maslow 's  

ne e d th e ory, w h ich  was  discus s e d in th e  

e ditorial. Th e n, I w ill turn to th e  q ue stion 

h ow  to conce ptualiz e  m otivation as  a pro-

ce s s . Finally, som e  conclus ions  w ill be  

drawn on th e  role  of m otivation in te ch no-

logical de s ign in ge ne ral and ge ronte ch no-

logy in particular.

Maslow 's  ne e d th e ory

2

 h as  attracte d th e  at-

te ntion of m any practitione rs  on th e  

s e arch  for a conce ptualiz ation of h um an 

ne e ds. Its  h ie rarch ical structure  h as  an in-

tuitive  appe al and th e  h um anistic ide a th at 

pe ople  h ave  an inte rnal force  to strive  for 

s e lf-actualiz ation, by striving to re ach  th e  

h igh e st le ve ls  of th e ir capability, re fle cts  

an attractive , optim istic pe rspe ctive  on 

h um an functioning. Maslow  de s e rve s  

m e rit for pointing to th e  com ple xity of th e  

h um an ne e ds. Probably th e  m ost im port-

ant contribution of th is  m ode l is  th at it 

offe re d an alte rnative  to e arlie r m ode ls  

th at e xplaine d h um an m otivation as  a 

function of unconscious  force s  and b iolo-

gical principle s  lik e  instinct and drive . I 

h appily unde rline  van Bronsw ijk 's  s ugge s -

tion th at Maslow 's  ne e ds  h ie rarch y m ay 

h e lp de s igne rs  to scrutiniz e  th e ir de s igns.

H ow e ve r, Maslow ’s  ide as  are  not uncon-

te ste d. Evide nce  is  lack ing th at th e  pro-

pos e d ne e ds  syste m  is  valid. Maslow ’s  

h ie rarch y h as  not be e n supporte d by solid 

re s e arch . For e xam ple , h ow  do w e  e xplain 

th e  scie ntist's  drive , w h o is  untiringly 

work ing to prove  h is  th e ory, w h ile  ignor-

ing h is  b iological and social ne e ds? Nor 

are  w e  able  to say w h e n som e one  is  s e lf-

actualiz e d. For e xam ple , is  th e  individual 

w h o is  a couch  potato a m ode l of s e lf-ac-

tualiz ation? W h at if h e  truly be lie ve s  th at 

h e  is  us ing h is  ch anne l-ch anging tale nts  

to th e  be st of h is  ability?

3

. For Maslow , 

h ow e ve r, s e lf-actualiz ation is  m ore  strin-

ge nt and s e e m s  to be  pre s e rve d to a rare  

bre e d of world ce le britie s  lik e  Einste in or 

Lincoln.

Maslow 's  m ode l ide ntifie s  ne e ds  but doe s  

not spe cify e xplicitly h ow  pe ople  de al 

w ith  ne e d satisfaction. Inste ad of a static 

conce pt, m otivation can be  conce ive d of 

as  a proce s s  instigating and sustaining 

goal-dire cte d activity. Cons ide ring th e  pro-

ce s s  m ay re ve al ins igh ts  on th e  re lation 

be tw e e n ne e ds  and actions. Ne e ds  are  not 

ne ce s sarily follow e d by action. Cognitive  

m ode ls  of m otivation, lik e  th e  group of e x-

pe ctancy-value  m ode ls

4

 s ugge st th at 

pe ople  form  attitude s  and m ak e  ch oice s  

on th e  bas is  of th e ir salient e xpe cte d con-

s e q ue nce s. Non-re cogniz e d cons e q ue nce s  

w ill not be  include d.

Furth e rm ore , pe ople  are  w illing to m ak e  

trade -offs  be tw e e n incom patible  con-

s e q ue nce s  th at are  pe rce ive d, and acce pt 

drawback s  if ne ce s sary. Pe rsons  m ay h ave  

to de al w ith  am bivale nce  for e xam ple  

w h e n a conflict aris e s  be tw e e n utilitarian 

C o rre s p o n d e n ce
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and e m otional goals. Ne e d-fulfillm e nt m ay 

be  frustrate d be caus e  of pe rce ive d ine ffic-

acy, for e xam ple , w h e n a pe rson doe s  not 

fe e l able  to conduct a ce rtain action or anti-

cipate s  conte xtual constraints. Th e s e  e x-

pe ctations  m ay also fe e dback  to subje ct-

ive  ne e d appraisal and goal s e tting. For 

e xam ple , a pe rson, w h o is  unfam iliar to 

th e  Inte rne t m ay be lie ve  th at it doe s  not 

contain im portant inform ation.

Social cons ide rations  w ill also com e  into 

play, w h e n a pe rson de cide s  to act. Indi-

vidual m otive s , for e xam ple  be ing able  to 

s h op, m ay be  th warte d by social ide ntity 

cons ide rations  lik e  'I look  old w ith  th is  

ve h icle ', by social norm s  lik e  'm y ch ildre n 

m ay not lik e  it' or by social com parisons  

('I could be  in a wors e  s ituation'). Finally, a 

fast grow ing lite rature  s h ow s  h ow  cognit-

ive  proce s s e s  are  clos e ly inte rtw ine d w ith  

affe ct

5

. Re asoning involve s  e ffort and cog-

nitive  capacity. Many judgm e nts  and de -

cis ions  are  bas e d on fe e lings , m oods  and 

intuitions  th at com e  to m ind, ofte n 

trigge re d by conte xtual factors  and s itu-

ational cue s , w h ich  also points  to th e  te m -

poral and s ituational nature  of m any 

ne e ds , goals  and actions. As  pointe d out 

m otivations  cannot be  unde rstood as  an in-

te rnal proce s s  alone . Situational factors  

cre ate  opportunitie s  and offe r fe e dback  

and ince ntive s , structure s  th at m old 

h um an be h avior, goal pursuit and ne e d ful-

fillm e nt.

O bviously, th is  brie f com m e nt is  not th e  

place  to e xplore  in de tail all th e  socio-cog-

nitive  proce s s e s  th at unde rlie  m otivation

6

. 

H ow e ve r, th e  analys is  of te ch nological 

ne e ds  of consum e rs  m igh t cle arly be ne fit 

from  a clos e r look  at th e s e  proce s s e s  as  

th e y allow  for a m ore  de taile d unde rstand-

ing of th e  e m e rge nce  and e ffe ctuation of 

ne e ds. Te ch nology doe s  not only h e lp sat-

isfying cle ar-cut ne e ds , but m ay offe r op-

portunitie s  th at e ncourage  pe rsons  for s e t-

ting ne w , pe rh aps  m ore  am bitious  goals , 

h e lp th e  e xploration of alte rnative  options  

and offe r ince ntive s  and fe e dback  proce d-

ure s  th at stim ulate  continue d goal pur-

suit

7

. Te ch nology m ay h e lp m ore  if it can 

be  s e ns itive  to th e  cognitive , social, and af-

fe ctive  proce s s e s  th at unde rlie  pe ople ’s  

m otivations  and be h avioral ch oice s .
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BO O K  REVIEW

H . M olle nk opf, F. M arce llini, I. Ruop-

pila, M . Tack e n, Age ing and outdoor 

m ob ility. A Europe an s tudy. Volum e  

13, As s is tive  Te ch nology Re s e arch  

Se rie s . Am s te rdam : IO S Pre s s . ISBN 1 

58603 401 4. US$105 / €9 0 / £63

‘Age ing and outdoor m obility’ pre s e nts  

th e  re s ults  of an inte rnational coope rative  

proje ct e ntitle d ‘Ke e ping th e  Elde rly Mo-

bile  – Te ch nology to Me e t Th e ir Mobility 

Ne e ds ’. Th is  inte rnational study focus e s  

on th e  outdoor m obility be h aviour of e ld-

e rly pe rsons  and th e ir m otive s , ne e ds , sat-

isfaction le ve ls  and corre sponding com -

plicating factors. To do so, th e  

m ove m e nts  of 2172 pe rsons  ove r 55 

ye ars  of age  w e re  studie d in five  

Europe an citie s : Jyväs k ylä (Finland), Ch e m -

nitz  (e aste rn Ge rm any), Mannh e im  (w e st-

e rn Ge rm any), Ancona (Italy), and Z oe te r-

m e e r (th e  Ne th e rlands). 

Ch apte r 1 starts  by link ing m obility and 

th e  us e  of th e  transport syste m  w ith  m ain-

taining q uality of life . Mobility is  s e e n as  a 

fundam e ntal pre re q uis ite  for th e  m ainte n-

ance  of an autonom ous  life style  as  w e ll as  

for th e  involve m e nt in social re lations h ips  

and th e  pursuit of e ve ryday activitie s . Th e  

proje ct inte nds  to facilitate  th e  m obility of 

e lde rly pe ople  in orde r to h e lp th e m  parti-

cipate  in socie ty and th e re by m aintaining 

th e  q uality of life  in old age . For e ach  in-

ve stigate d country, Ch apte r 2 provide s  

back ground inform ation on de m ograph ics  

(age , ge nde r, m arital status , s iz e  of th e  

C o rre s p o n d e n ce  /  B o o k  re vi e w
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h ous e h old, and une m ploym e nt rate ), th e  

h ous ing s ituation (owne rs h ip and pe rce nt-

age  living in an old pe ople ’s  h om e ), and 

th e  m obility and transportation syste m  

(k m  trave lle d and traffic accide nts). 

Ch apte r 3 de scribe s  th e  m e th odology of 

th e  study and com pare s  th e  ch aracte rist-

ics  of th e  five  citie s . Th e  findings  w e re  

bas e d on a surve y containing face -to-face  

inte rvie w s  by standardis e d q ue stionnaire s  

and a diary in w h ich  th e  re sponde nts  h ad 

w ritte n down th e  circum stance s  of th e  

trips  th e y re alis e d. Exce pt for th e  Ne th e r-

lands , th e  s urve y was  follow e d by com pre -

h e ns ive  cas e  studie s .

Ch apte rs  4 th rough  7 pre s e nt th e  re s ults  

of th e  s urve y. Pe ople  be ing m ore  m obile  

outdoors , indicate d by th e  num be r of 

trips  m ade , w e re  m ore  satisfie d w ith  th e ir 

h e alth  th an th os e  re m aining at h om e  and 

vice  ve rsa. Th is  corre lation is  h igh e r for 

pe ople  ove r 75 (Ch apte r 4). W alk ing is  th e  

m ost com m on m ode  of trave l for th e  e ld-

e rly. Th e  olde r pe ople  are , th e  m ore  lik e ly 

th e y are  walk ing only. Most trips  are  m ade  

outs ide  rus h  h ours , w ith  pe ak s  late  in th e  

m orning and in th e  m iddle  of th e  afte r-

noon (Ch apte r 5). Th e  food store  is  found 

to be  th e  m ost im portant surrounding facil-

ity, follow e d by th e  ph arm acy and th e  doc-

tor. For 80% to m ore  th an 9 0% of th e  re -

sponde nts , th e s e  s e rvice s  could e as ily be  

re ach e d w ith in 15 m inute s. Th e  le ve l of sat-

isfaction w ith  th e  s e rvice s  was  s ub-

s e q ue ntly q uite  h igh  (Ch apte r 6). Th e  ne t-

work  of re lations h ips  de cre as e s  am ong 

pe ople  of h igh ly advance d age . Th is  is  e x-

pre s s e d in a low e r outdoor m obility. Th e  

m ost im portant difficultie s  in re ach ing 

frie nds  and re lative s  are  th e  e lde rly 

pe ople ’s  h e alth  status  or th e  long dis -

tance s  th e y h ave  to ove rcom e  (Ch apte r 7). 

Us ing th e  cas e  studie s , Ch apte r 8 ana-

lys e s  th e  m ost im portant proble m s  of out-

door m obility in old age . Pe ople  w h o are  

constantly im paire d in th e ir m obility and 

w h o fe e l th at th e ir ph ys ical m obility is  

poor or ve ry poor, th e  ve ry old pe ople , th e  

m e n and wom e n w h o do not drive  a car 

and th os e  w h os e  activitie s  dim inis h e d com -

pare d to pre vious  ye ars , are  le s s  satisfie d 

w ith  th e ir pos s ib ilitie s  for participating in 

le isure  activitie s . Th e  final ch apte r (9 ) 

pre s e nts  th e  ove rall conclus ions  of th e  

study, and brie fly discus s e s  its  e xpe cte d 

cons e q ue nce s  for th e  future .

Th e  proje ct de picte d in th is  book  was  s e t 

up as  an inte rdisciplinary, inte rnational 

com parative  study to inve stigate  th e  contri-

bution th at te ch nologie s  can m ak e  to m ain-

tain q uality of life  for olde r adults , and of 

th e  structural conditions  and cultural dif-

fe re nce s  im portant in th at conte xt. To do 

so, th e  q uality of life  of e lde rly pe ople  

h ad to be  link e d to th e ir s e lf-rate d m obil-

ity. Alth ough  a dire ct re lations h ip is  not 

e stablis h e d, th e  conne ction is  m ade  plaus -

ible  by various  satisfaction m e asure -

m e nts. Th e  inte rnational nature  of th e  

study, unfortunate ly, did not add any-

th ing s ignificant to th e  re s ults. If any-

th ing, it provide d m ore  variations  th us  re -

ducing any e xtre m e s. Knowle dge  of th e  

ge ne ral s ituation in m ore  citie s  w ith in th e  

inve stigate d countrie s  could h e lp a m ore  

com pre h e ns ive  analys is , m ak ing it pos -

s ible  to com pare  th e  findings  for cultural 

diffe re nce s  as  w e ll as  th e  e ffe cts  of age  

on m obility. H ow e ve r, it w ill always  be  dif-

ficult to inve stigate  th e  e ffe ct of culture  

as  th is  w ill re q uire  m ore , and th e re fore  

diffe re nt, citie s . Th e  de viating m e th odo-

logy in th e  D utch  s ituation did not h e lp, 

as  it re duce d th e  num be r of com parable  

cate gorie s . Alth ough  th e  study re gre ttably 

om its  th e  type  of im pairm e nts , analys is  of 

th e  proble m s  as sociate d w ith  diffe re nt 

m ode s  of transport doe s  s h ow  an im port-

ant role  of s igh t in m obility. For instance , 

th e  m ain re ason for no longe r driving a 

car s e e m s  to be  th e  ge ne ral h e alth  s itu-

ation, w h ich  include s  poor s igh t. Furth e r-

m ore , w h e n pos s ible , th e  e lde rly te nd to 

avoid cycling during dus k  or at nigh t. 

Also e lde rly pe de strians  try to avoid cros s -

ing roads  in bad s igh t conditions  and 

w ith out cros sove rs. D e spite  th e s e  m is s e d 

opportunitie s , th is  book  w ill be  a w e l-

com e  addition for anyone  inte re ste d in 

th e  e lde rly or transportation re late d is -

s ue s . Th e  re s ults  give  a cle ar indication 

about th e  ge ne ral m obility re late d be h a-

viour of pe ople  ove r 55 ye ars  of age .

Jeroen Knie s

E: Je roe nKnie s@ gm ail.com

PEO PLE

Rob e rt A. W e ale  BSc M Sc M Ph il Ph D  D Sc, 

Profe s s or e m e ritus  of vis ual s cie nce

Robe rt Ale xande r W e ale  (19 22) h as  a par-

ticularly attractive  inte lle ct, s ince  h e  com -

bine s  a rigorous  scie ntific m ind w ith  a far-

re ach ing unde rstanding and love  of art 

and culture . O ne  colle ague  de scribe d h im  

as  ‘our be st trave l age nt’ and it ce rtainly 

pays  to as k  h im  about going place s  s ince  

h e  is  w ide ly trave lle d and im m e ns e ly 

k nowle dge able  about arch ite cture , m u-

s e um s  and galle rie s . O n a re ce nt vis it to 

Eindh ove n (th e  Ne th e rlands), I h ire d a b i-

B o o k  re vi e w  /  Pe o p le



256

w
w

w
.

g
e

r
o

n
t

e
c

h
j

o
u

r
n

a
l
.

n
e

t
N

o
v

e
m

b
e

r
 

2
0

0
6

,
 

V
o

l
 

5
,

 
N

o
 

4

cycle  and spe nt a h appy 

day in Nue ne n – all 

th ank s  to Robe rt, w h o 

h ad told m e  about th e  

Van Gogh  arch ive  th e re .

Robe rt be gan acade m ic 

life  w ith  a de gre e  in ph ys -

ics  during th e  war and 

starte d h is  care e r as  a 

le cture r in 19 47 at th e  SW  Es s e x Te ch nical 

Colle ge  (London). H is  care e r in oph th alm o-

logy be gan soon afte r w h e n h e  joine d th e  

Me dical Re s e arch  Council Vis ion and O ph -

th alm ological Re s e arch  Units  in 19 48. 

W h ile  th e re  h e  studie d for a Ph D  in Bio-

ph ys ics , follow e d by a furth e r doctorate  

(D Sc) in th e  Bioph ys ics  of Vis ion (Uni-

ve rs ity of London). H e  joine d th e  staff of 

th e  Institute  of O ph th alm ology (Unive rs ity 

of London) in 19 59 . My rough  calculations  

s ugge st th at during th is  tim e  h e  pub-

lis h e d th e  e q uivale nt of one  re s e arch  

pape r e ve ry s ix w e e k s . H e  be cam e  H e ad 

of th e  D e partm e nt of Ph ys iological O ptics  

in th e  Institute  of O ph th alm ology in 19 60. 

H is  clas s ic te xt, ‘Th e  age ing e ye ’, was  pub-

lis h e d th re e  ye ars  late r, m ak ing h im  Re ad-

e r in Ph ys iological O ptics  in 19 64. H e  be -

cam e  Profe s sor of Ph ys iological O ptics  

and H e ad of th e  Institute  of O ph th alm o-

logy in 19 71 and re m aine d th e re  until h is  

re tire m e nt (19 87). In 19 78 h e  was  appoin-

te d Profe s sor of Visual Scie nce .

H is  inte re sts  include d th e  ph otoch e m istry 

of th e  re tina, b ioph ys ics  of th e  le ns , optic-

al illus ions , colour vis ion e tc. H e  spe nt s e v-

e ral stints  in th e  USA as  vis iting profe s sor, 

and was  for e igh t ye ars  a consultant for 

W H O , w h e n h e  vis ite d a large  num be r of 

de ve loping countrie s . More  re ce ntly, h e  

h as  h e ld an appointm e nt as  a consultant 

at Moorfie lds  Eye  H ospital. At pre s e nt h e  

is  a s e nior re s e arch  fe llow  at both  th e  Insti-

tute  of Ge rontology at K ing's  Colle ge  Lon-

don, and in th e  Eye  D e partm e nt of Uni-

ve rs ity Colle ge  H ospital. H e  h as  publis h e d 

ove r 300 scie ntific pape rs  and contribu-

tions  to book s .

Since  re tire m e nt, h e  h as  continue d to be  

an active  re s e arch e r w ith  a w ide  span of in-

te re sts. According to h is  h om e  page  

(w w w .k cl.ac.uk /pgp06/staffinfo/231) h is  

curre nt re s e arch  inte re sts  cove r visual 

ph ys iology and s e ne sce nce  of th e  e ye  and 

vis ion, th e  e pide m iology of oph th alm ic 

conditions , ne w  diagnostic proce dure s , b io-

logical functions  and m ortality, and age  

and art. Robe rt continue s  to publis h  pro-

lifically. H e  s ugge sts  th at Re m brandt de -

ve lope d cataracts  in h is  late r ye ars  in a cur-

re nt article  (in th e  Z e itsch rift für 

Kunstge sch ich te ) on th e  im pact of age ing 

on artists ’ e ye s .

Th e  fore word of h is  clas s ic te xt ‘Th e  age -

ing e ye ’ (19 63) accurate ly e xpre s s e s  in 

Robe rt’s  own words  both  h is  scie ntific in-

te re st in and s e ns itive  pe rce ptions  about 

ge tting olde r: “At pre s e nt, youth  is  th e  

fas h ion and age  w ith out h onour. But 

w h e n th e  two are  com pare d as  obje cts  of 

inq uiry, youth  is  a non-starte r. Ge ronto-

logy, th e  study of s e ne sce nce , is  distin-

guis h e d from  ge riatrics , th e  care  of th e  

age d. It de fie s  de finition be caus e  s e ne s -

ce nce  doe s. Rous s e au is  not th e  first to 

h ave  obs e rve d w e  start dying th e  m om e nt 

w e  are  born, and th e  s e ve n age s  of m an 

h ave  bare ly poe tic lice nce . H ow , it m ay be  

as k e d, can w e  e vince  any inte re st in 

som e th ing w h ich  cannot be  de fine d? A 

b iological organism  re ve als  ch ange s  w ith  

tim e , w h ich , th ough  not always  le ading to 

de te rioration, re nde r it m ore  and m ore  dif-

ficult to obe y all four conditions  w h ich  

stam p it as  b iological: nam e ly re produc-

tion, s e ns itivity to e nvironm e ntal 

ch ange s , locom otion and nutrition. It is  

th e  inte gration of various  diffe re ntial 

ch ange s  w h ich  m ark  th e  body as  s e ne s -

ce nt. A s im ilar argum e nt can be  applie d 

to th e  e ye  and vis ion. A pre m ature  arcus  

s e nilis , an e arly s e nile  cataract, som e  de -

te rioration in visual re solving pow e r,- 

none  of th e s e , tak e n s ingly, w ill be tok e n 

aging. But le t th e m  appe ar in com bina-

tion: a de licate  re fe re nce  to ‘anno dom ini’ 

w ill follow  as  s ure ly as  nigh t follow s  day”. 

It is  no surpris e  to find th at th e  frontis -

pie ce  to th e  book  is  a s e lf portrait of Le -

onardo da Vinci, be ard flow ing, m outh  

rath e r grim ly s e t, but e ye s  look ing out 

pie rcingly to s e e  be yond w h at is  im m e di-

ate ly be fore  th e m . H is  update d and re -

vis e d ve rs ion of ‘Th e  age ing e ye ’ was  pub-

lis h e d in 19 82, unde r th e  ne w  title  ‘A 

b iograph y of th e  e ye : de ve lopm e nt, 

growth , age ’.

D e spite  h aving a young fam ily, s ignificant 

de partm e ntal re spons ib ilitie s , contribut-

ing to le arnt bodie s  and publis h ing num e r-

ous  re s e arch  pape rs , Robe rt pursue d h is  

inte re st in th e  fine  arts. H e  studie d art h is -

tory unde r Sir Ernst Gom brich , gaining a 

diplom a in th e  h istory of art in th e  e arly 

s e ve ntie s  and a MPh il (Unive rs ity of Lon-

don) th re e  ye ars  late r. For a num be r of 

ye ars  (19 71-19 78) h e  was  art critic for th e  

journal, th e  Ne w  Scie ntist.

H e  h olds  th e  Live ry of th e  W ors h ipful Com -

pany of Spe ctacle  Mak e rs , London, Unite d-
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Kingdom , an organisation founde d in 

1629 , h aving re ce ive d th e ir Se nior Award 

in 19 63. H is  oth e r awards  include  th e  Ne w -

ton Me dal (19 81) and H onorary Me m be r-

s h ip of th e  Colour Group of Gre at Britain, 

and th e  Fre e dom  of th e  City of London.

Som e  m ajor pub lications  b y Rob e rt A. W e ale

W e ale  RA. Ph oto-s e ns itive  re actions  in fove ae  

of norm al and cone -m onoch rom atic obs e rve rs. 

O ptica Acta 19 59 ;6:158-174

W e ale  RA. Th e  e ye  and its  function. London: 

H atton Pre s s; 19 60

W e ale  RA. Th e  aging e ye . London: Le w is;19 63

W e ale  RA. Ne w  ligh t on old e ye s . Nature  

19 63;19 8:9 44-9 46

W e ale  RA. From  s igh t to ligh t. Edinburgh : O liv-

e r &  Boyd; 19 67

W e ale  RA. Focus  on vis ion. Cam bridge : H ar-

vard Unive rs ity Pre s s; 19 82

W e ale  RA. A b iograph y of th e  e ye : de ve lop-

m e nt, growth , age . London: Le w is; 19 82

W e ale  RA. Th e  s e ne sce nce  of h um an vis ion. O x-

ford: O xford Unive rs ity Pre s s; 19 9 2

W e ale  RA. Bio-re pair m e ch anism s  and longe v-

ity. Th e  Journals  of Ge rontology Se rie s  A: Biolo-

gical Scie nce s  and Me dical Scie nce s  

2004;59 A:449 -454

Joh nson GJ, Minas s ian D C, W e ale  RA, W e st SK, 

e ditors , Th e  e pide m iology of e ye  dis e as e . 2

nd

 

e dition. London: Arnold; 2003

W e ale  RA. Painte rs  and th e ir e ye s : Age  and 

oth e r h andicaps. Z e itsch rift für Kunst-

ge sch ich te  2006;69 :402-410

W e ale  RA. Note s  on th e  m acular pigm e nt. O ph -

th alm ic and Ph ys iological O ptics  2006;26:1-10

Claudine  McCreadie  Ph D

Re s e arch  Fe llow , Institute  of Ge rontology, 

K ing's  Colle ge  London, London, Unite d 

K ingdom

E: claudine .m ccre adie @ k cl.ac.uk

W h o is  w h o: e ditorial b oard (6)

Luiz  R. Ram os MD , Ph D

Luiz  Robe rto Ram os  

graduate d in m e dicine  at 

th e  São Paulo Sch ool of 

Me dicine  (19 76), and 

com ple te d m e dical re s id-

e nce s  in Pae diatrics  

(19 77-19 78) and Pre ve nt-

ive  Me dicine  (79 ) at th e  

sam e  institution. H e  star-

te d h is  care e r as  a sanitary ph ys ician at 

th e  State  Se cre tariat of H e alth  in 19 80. In 

19 82 h e  e arne d h is  MSc in Com m unity 

Me dicine  at th e  London Sch ool and Tropic-

al Me dicine  and H ygie ne . In 19 84, h e  star-

te d to te ach  Epide m iology at th e  D e part-

m e nt of Pre ve ntive  Me dicine  of th e  São 

Paulo Sch ool of Me dicine . Finally in 19 87, 

h e  obtaine d h is  Ph D  in Ge rontology from  

th e  Unive rs ity of London, w ith  th e  first 

population study on th e  age d in Braz il. In 

19 89 , h e  took  a pos ition at th e  D e part-

m e nt of Me dicine  to start a Ge riatrics  

group th at was  officially re cogniz e d in 

19 9 4. Since  19 9 1, h e  le ads  th e  Ce nte r of 

Studie s  of th e  Aging and co-ordinate s  th e  

first Braz ilian coh ort study w ith  age d re s -

ide nts  in th e  com m unity (Epidoso Proje ct). 

In 19 9 6, h e  obtaine d a post-doctoral fe l-

low s h ip in ne uropsych oge riatics  at H ar-

vard Unive rs ity. In 19 9 7, h e  starte d to 

te ach  ge riatrics  at th e  Fe de ral Unive rs ity 

of São Paulo (UNIFESP), w h ile  le ading th is  

de partm e nt from  19 9 7 to 2002. Th e  full 

profe s sors h ip in Pre ve ntive  Me dicine  was  

be stow e d upon h im  in 2004. Since  2005 

h e  h as  be e n le ading th is  de partm e nt w ith  

38 m aste r stude nts  and 12 doctor stu-

de nts  obtaining th e ir title s. D r. Ram os  

publis h e d 71 scie ntific journal article s , 

one  book  and 19  book  ch apte rs.

L.R. Ram os Ph D

E: lrr@ uol.com .br

W h o is  w h o: a ne w  as s is tant-e ditor

Joost van H oof MSc, assisant-e ditor

Joost van H oof (19 80, Eind-

h ove n) curre ntly s e rve s  as  

a re s e arch e r in th e  fie ld of 

te ch nology and care , w ith -

in th e  Faculty Ch air of D e -

m and D rive n Care  at H o-

ge sch ool Utre ch t, th e  

Ne th e rlands. H is  work  in-

clude s  inve stigating us e r 

pre fe re nce s  of te ch nological living e nvir-

onm e nts  for spe cial groups  of olde r 

adults. Afte r com ple ting bilingual s e cond-

ary e ducation, h e  starte d h is  study Arch i-

te cture , Building and Planning at Te ch nis -

ch e  Unive rs ite it Eindh ove n, th e  

Ne th e rlands , in 19 9 8. In 2004, h e  ob-

taine d h is  Maste r’s  de gre e  w ith  a diffe re n-

tiation in Building Ph ys ics , by a th e s is  on 

th e rm al com fort standards. H is  inte re sts  

include  indoor e nvironm e ntal q uality and 

supportive  living e nvironm e nts  for olde r 

adults  w ith  de m e ntia. Th e  latte r topic is  

s ubje ct of h is  Ph D  study at Te ch nisch e  

Unive rs ite it Eindh ove n, unde r s upe rvis ion 

of ISG m e m be rs  prof.dr. J.E.M.H . van 

Bronsw ijk  and dr. H .S.M. Kort.

E:Joost.vanH oof@ h u.nl

W h o is  w h o: ISG b oard (1)

Be low  is  a (re -)introduction of th e  m e m -

be rs  of ISG Board and s e cre tariat w ith  

s h ort b ios :

Pe o p le
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H e rm an Boum a

Pre s ide nt, also e ditor, s e e : Ge ronte ch no-

logy 2003;2(3):278-279

Mitsuo Nagam ach i

Vice -pre s ide nt, b iograph ic inform ation 

not ye t available

Paolo D ario

Vice -pre s ide nt, s e e  be low

Anne lie s  (J.E.M.H .) van Bronsw ijk

Editor-in-ch ie f of th e  Journal, s e e : Ge ron-

te ch nology 2003;2(3):278

Jan Ek be rg

Se cre tary Ge ne ral, s e e  be low  

Gius e ppe  Ane rdi 

As sociate  Se cre tary, s e e  be low

Je roe n Knie s

As s istant Se cre tary (not a board m e m be r), 

s e e  be low

W ie t Kore n

Tre asure r, s e e  be low

Tam ara D e rk s e n

As s istant Tre asure r (not a board m e m -

be r), s e e  be low

France sco Franch im on

Adve rtis e m e nt O ffice r, s e e  be low

Ne il Ch arne s s

Ch air pe rson of th e  e ditorial board, s e e : 

Ge ronte ch nology 2003;2(4):344

Roge r Cole m an

Me m be r, b iograph ic inform ation not ye t 

available

Ram on M. Gutm ann

Me m be r, also m e m be r of th e  e ditorial 

board, s e e : Ge ronte ch nology 

2006;5(2):122-123

Kaz uo Yam aba

Me m be r (2

nd

 te rm ), b iograph ic inform a-

tion not ye t available

H ans -W e rne r W ah l

Me m be r, also m e m be r of th e  e ditorial 

board, s e e : Ge ronte ch nology 

2004;3(2):118

Paolo D ario Ph D , Vice -pre side nt

Paolo D ario re ce ive d h is  

D r. Eng. D e gre e  in Me ch -

anical Engine e ring from  

th e  Unive rs ity of Pisa, 

Italy, in 19 77. H e  is  cur-

re ntly profe s sor of Bio-

m e dical Robotics  at th e  

Scuola Supe riore  

Sant’Anna in Pisa, and 

also te ach e s  cours e s  at th e  Sch ool of Engin-

e e ring of th e  Unive rs ity of Pisa and at th e  

Cam pus  Biom e dico Unive rs ity in Rom e . H e  

h as  be e n a vis iting profe s sor in th e  USA, 

Sw itz e rland, Japan, France , and Ch ina. H e  

was  th e  founde r of th e  ARTS (Advance d Ro-

botics  Te ch nologie s  and Syste m s) Laborat-

ory and is  curre ntly th e  coordinator of th e  

CRIM (Ce nte r for th e  Re s e arch  in Microe n-

gine e ring) Laboratory of th e  Scuola Supe ri-

ore  Sant’Anna, w h e re  h e  s upe rvis e s  a 

te am  of about 70 re s e arch e rs  and Ph D  stu-

de nts. In addition h e  dire cts  th e  Polo 

Sant’Anna Valde ra of th e  Scuola Supe riore  

Sant'Anna. H is  m ain re s e arch  inte re sts  are  

in th e  fie lds  of m e dical robotics , b io-robot-

ics , m e ch atronics  and m icro/nanoe ngin-

e e ring, and spe cifically in s e nsors  and ac-

tuators  for th e  above  applications , and in 

robotics  for re h abilitation. H e  is  th e  co-

ordinator of m any national and Europe an 

proje cts , th e  e ditor of two book s  on th e  

s ubje ct of robotics , and th e  auth or of 

m ore  th an 200 scie ntific pape rs  (m ore  

th an 100 on ISI journals). H e  is  e ditor-in-

ch ie f, as sociate  e ditor and m e m be r of th e  

e ditorial board of inte rnational journals , 

and h as  be e n a ple nary invite d spe ak e r in 

inte rnational confe re nce s. Prof. D ario is  

an IEEE Fe llow , a Fe llow  of th e  Europe an 

Socie ty on Me dical and Biological Engin-

e e ring, and a re cipie nt of th e  Jos e ph  En-

ge lbe rge r Award. H e  is  also a m e m be r of 

th e  Board of th e  Inte rnational Foundation 

of Robotics  Re s e arch  (IFRR), and h as  

s e rve d as  pre s ide nt of th e  IEEE Robotics  

and Autom ation Socie ty (2002-2003). H e  

h as  be e n th e  Ge ne ral Ch air of th e  IEEE 

RAS-EMBS BioRob’06 Confe re nce , and h e  

w ill ch air both  th e  ICRA 2007 Confe re nce , 

and th e  6

th

 Confe re nce  of th e  Inte rnation-

al Socie ty for Ge ronte ch nology (ISG08).

E: dario@ arts.s s sup.it

Jan Ek be rg Ph D , gene ral secretary

Prof. Jan Ek be rg, D octor 

of Te ch nology, Re s e arch  

Profe s sor, h as  an alm ost 

30 ye ars  back ground in 

th e  te le com m unications  

re s e arch  fie ld (at th e  Te ch -

nical Re s e arch  Ce ntre  of 

Finland) and a 10 ye ars  

e xpe rie nce  of te le com -

m unications  applications  for disable d and 

e lde rly pe ople  (National Re s e arch  and D e -

ve lopm e nt ce ntre  for W e lfare  and H e alth , 

STAKES). In addition to th at h e  h as  le c-

ture d Inform ation Th e ory at th e  Te ch nical 

Unive rs ity of H e ls ink i for 20 ye ars. H e  h as  

be e n ch airm an of big re s e arch  proje cts  

lik e  CO ST219  b is  ‘Te le com m unications : 

Acce s s  for disable d pe ople  and e lde rly’, 

and INCLUD E ‘Inclus ion of disable d and 

e lde rly pe ople  in te le m atics ’. H e  h as  also 

ch aire d work  pack age s  in m any proje cts  

as  for instance  W P1 in th e  MO RE re scue  

Pe o p le
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te le ph one  proje ct. H e  h as  during th e  

ye ars  w ritte n m ore  th an 100 publications  

in th e  fie ld. H is  own re s e arch  h as  late ly 

be e n m ostly targe te d on policy is s ue s  and 

on te ch nical guide line s  and te ch nology 

watch  in proje cts  lik e  Se niorW atch , 

Sport4All and D 4ALLNET.

E: jan.e k be rg@ stak e s .fi

Giuseppe  Ane rdi Ph D , Associate  Secretary

Gius e ppe  Ane rdi h olds  a 

Laure a de gre e  (MSc) and 

a Pe rfe z ionam e nto (Ph D ) 

de gre e  in Nucle ar Engin-

e e ring from  th e  Polyte ch -

nic Unive rs ity of Turin 

(Italy) and a MA de gre e  

in Cognitive  Scie nce s  

from  th e  Unive rs ity of 

Ge noa. H e  s e rve d as  as -

s istant profe s sor of Nucle ar Te ch nologie s  

at th e  Polyte ch nic Unive rs ity of Turin and 

as  re s e arch e r in Biom e dical Engine e ring at 

th e  Clinical Ph ys iology Institute  of th e  Na-

tional Re s e arch  Council in Pisa (Italy).

From  19 76 to 2001 h e  ran th rough  a ca-

re e r in industry cove ring diffe re nt pos i-

tions , both  te ch nical and m anage rial, fo-

cus ing on innovation and ne w  product 

de ve lopm e nt. Afte r re tire m e nt in 2001, h e  

joine d th e  Scuola Supe riore  S.Anna in Pisa 

and founde d, toge th e r w ith  Profe s sor 

Paolo D ario, E - Z  Lab a Re s e arch  Ce ntre  

for th e  study and th e  de ve lopm e nt of te ch -

nologie s  for an e as ie r and safe r longe vity. 

H e  is  s e rving as  coordinator of E-Z  Lab 

(from  2006 onward in as sociation w ith  Sil-

ve stro Mice ra). H is  m ain inte re sts  are  in 

th e  fie lds  of e rgonom ics  for spe cial cat-

e gorie s  of us e rs , h um an m ach ine  inte rac-

tion, cognitive  aging proce s s e s  and robot-

ic supports  for MCI.

E: g.ane rdi@ s s sup.it

Jeroen Knie s , Assistant Secretary

Je roe n Knie s  (19 81) is  a 

Maste r stude nt at th e  D e -

partm e nt of Arch ite c-

ture , Building and Plan-

ning at Te ch nisch e  

Unive rs ite it Eindh ove n 

(th e  Ne th e rlands), w h o 

follow e d part of h is  aca-

de m ic e ducation at th e  

Strath clyde  Unive rs ity, 

Glasgow , Unite d K ingdom  (2003-2004). In 

2004 h e  also took  an inte rns h ip at W ille m s -

Vande nBrink  Arch ite cts  (Eindh ove n). H e  is  

curre ntly finis h ing h is  MSc th e s is  on dw e ll-

ing de s ign for inde pe nde ntly living olde r 

adults  w ith  and w ith out h e alth -re late d re -

strictions , and inte nds  to follow  a re -

s e arch  care e r in th at dom ain.

E: Je roe nKnie s@ gm ail.com

W iet (L.G.H .) Koren, treasure r

W ie t Kore n (19 61) was  

born in Utre ch t in th e  

ce ntral part of th e  Ne th e r-

lands. H e  studie d ch e m -

istry at Utre ch t Unive rs ity, 

graduating as  MSc in 

19 88 w ith  a focus  on b io-

ch e m istry and food ch e m -

istry. In th e  ne xt 17 ye ars  

h e  was  e m ploye d as  uni-

ve rs ity re s e arch e r and te ach e r (Utre ch t 

Unive rs ity: 19 89 -19 9 5; Te ch nisch e  Uni-

ve rs ite it Eindh ove n: 19 9 6-2006), as  s e nior 

re s e arch e r and te ch nical dire ctor of Al-

le rgo-Consult BV (19 9 6-2005), w h ile  also 

te ach ing alle rge n and irritant avoidance  

against asth m a and CO PD  at th e  Founda-

tion for Spe cific Sch ooling of Nurs e s  

(s ince  2001). H is  re s e arch  conce ntrate d 

on q uality of indoor e nvironm e nts , ch e m -

ical and biological age nts  in th e  living e n-

vironm e nt, as s e s sm e nt of h e alth  ris k s  in 

built e nvironm e nts  and th e  te ch nical 

m e asure s  th at s h ould be  tak e n in th e  do-

m ains  of arch ite cture  and building s e r-

vice s  to re duce  h e alth  ris k s  up to a h igh  

age . In 19 9 5 h e  obtaine d h is  Ph D  at th e  

Te ch nisch e  Unive rs ite it Eindh ove n on a 

th e s is , e ntitle d, ‘Alle rge n avoidance  in th e  

h om e  e nvironm e nt; A laboratory e valu-

ation of m e asure s  against m ite , fungal 

and cat alle rge ns ’. H e  took  part in 

Europe an re s e arch  program s  (s uch  as  

H O PE), and de vis e d a h e alth  clas s ification 

syste m  for dw e llings  at th e  re q ue st of th e  

Ne th e rlands  Ministry of H ous ing. Starting 

Nove m be r 1, 2006 h e  is  e m ploye d by Stat-

istics  Ne th e rlands  for re s e arch  on th e  

aging socie ty.  

E: l.g.h .k ore n@ alle rgo.nl

Tam ara D e rk se n MSc, Assistant Treasure r

Tam ara D e rk s e n (19 81) 

re ce ntly e arne d h e r MSc 

de gre e  in Arch ite cture , 

Building and Planning at 

Te ch nisch e  Unive rs ite it 

Eindh ove n (th e  Ne th e r-

lands), w ith  a th e s is  e n-

title d ‘Th e  im pact of 

stre s s  on pe rce ive d 

th e rm al com fort’. To le arn th e  trade , s h e  

s e rve d as  a traine e  at Jans e n Raadge ve nd 

Inge nie ursbure au (‘s -H e rtoge nbosch , th e  

Pe o p le
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Ne th e rlands), and spe nt tw ice  h e r s um m e r 

h olidays  as  a volunte e r on building pro-

je cts  in Croatia and Bosnia &  H e rz e govina 

(organiz e d by th e  Inte rnational Building As -

sociation). As  an inte rm e z z o, be fore  s h e  

starts  h e r Ph D  re s e arch  proje cts  aim e d at 

olde r adults , s h e  is  finis h ing a proje ct on 

upgrade d e arth  building in Bloe m fonte in 

(South -Africa).

E: t.de rk s e n@ bw k .tue .nl

France sco Franch im on, Advertisem ents

France sco Franch im on 

MSc (19 75) obtaine d 

h is  m aste r de gre e  in 

Building Se rvice s  at 

Te ch nisch e  Unive rs ite it 

Eindh ove n (th e  Ne th e r-

lands) in 2003. Earlie r, 

h e  com ple te d traine e -

s h ips  in nationally and in-

te rnationally ope rating 

building-s e rvice s  com panie s , and is  cur-

re ntly a board m e m be r of th e  D utch  build-

ing s e rvice s  socie ty (TVVL), and m e m be r 

of an inte rnational tas k  force  of th e  Inte rna-

tional Socie ty for Indoor Air Quality 

(ISIAQ). In addition h e  h as  be e n active  in 

public re lations  s upport of acade m ic BSc 

and MSc program s. H e  is  curre ntly active  

in a Ph D  re s e arch  proje ct, e ntitle d 

‘H e alth y Building Se rvice s  for th e  21st ce n-

tury’

E: f.franch im on@ bw k .tue .nl

ISG BUSINESS

Ne w s  from  Pis a

Th e  organiz ation of th e  2008 ISG confe r-

e nce  in Pisa is  w e ll unde r way, office rs  

h ave  be e n appointe d and a global pro-

gram  h as  be e n drafte d. 

Conference  th em e :

Inte llige nt te ch nologie s  for an active  

longe vity

D ate  and venue :

May 21-23, 2008 at th e  Palaz z o de i Con-

gre s s i, Pisa, Italy

Attendance  fe e :

€ 350 (ISG m e m be rs), € 500 (non m e m -

be rs ), re duce d fe e  for stude nts  not ye t s e t

Ch air: Paolo D ario

H onorary ch air:

H e rm an Boum a

Program  ch airs:

Silve stro Mice ra (Europe  &  Africa), Ke n 

Sagawa (As ia &  Australia), Jam e s  L. Foz ard 

(th e  Am e ricas)

Com m unication:

D ario Bracco

Finance :

Euge nio Guglie lm e lli

Proce e dings:

Patriz ia Me cocci

SIGG/ISG W ork s h op:

Niccolò March ionni, 

Gius e ppe  Ane rdi

Inte rnational Scientif-

ic Com m itte e :

w ill be  include d in 

Ge ronte ch nology 

2007;6(1)

Local Program  Com -

m itte e  Ch air:

Gius e ppe  Ane rdi,

Mem be rs:

Albe rto Baroni, 

Clinician, Monte -

dom ini H ospital, 

Flore nce

Patriz ia Me cocci, Profe s sor of Ge ronto-

logy, Unive rs ity of Pe rugia

D ario Bracco, journalist, Turin

Robe rta Annicch iarico, S.Lucia Ne uro-re -

h abilitation and ne uro-ge riatrics  institute

France sco Be nve nuti, Clinician, Em poli 

H ospital

Fabriz io Astrua, Profe s sor of Arch ite cture , 

Polyte ch nic, Turin

Rom ano D e l Nord, Profe s sor of Arch ite c-

ture , Unive rs ity of Flore nce

Euge nio Guglie lm e lli, Profe s sor of Biom e d-

ical Robotics , Cam pus  Biom e dico Uni-

ve rs ity, Rom e

Barbara H e nry, Profe s sor of Political Sci-

e nce s , Scuola Supe riore  Sant'Anna

Ettore  Be rgam ini, Profe s sor of Bio-Ge ron-

tology, Unive rs ity of Pisa

Luigi G. Me z z ana, Pre s ide nt of th e  Italian 

Socie ty of Clinical Ge riatrists

Guido Rodrigue z , Profe s sor of Ne uro-ge ri-

atric, Unive rs ity of Ge nova

Annalisa Morini, Arch ite ct, Italian Nation-

al Re s e arch  Council

France sca Tos i, Profe s sor Ergonom ics , 

Polyte ch nic, Milan

Maria Rosaria Motole s e , Re h abilitation En-

gine e r, PTE Expo

Re nz o Andrich , Biom e dical Engine e r, D on 

Gnocch i Foundation

Aure lio Capoz z o, Profe s sor Biom e dical En-

gine e ring, Motor Scie nce s  Unive rs ity, 

Rom e

A selection of th e  se ss ions planned

AAL - Am bie nt As s iste d Living

Acce s s  to inform ation and com m unica-

tion te ch nologie s

Active  age ing

Biom e ch anics  of aging and re h abilitation

Cognitive  aging: ne w  m ode ls  and inte rve n-

tion practice s

Pe o p le  /  I SG  B u s i n e s s
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Public and private  m obility

Robotics  and m e ch atronics  for autonom y 

support

Supporting productivity

Sym posia already planned

Biom e dical e ngine e ring for th e  aging soci-

e ty

Financial m anage m e nt for a s e cure  longe v-

ity

Ge ragogia: to te ach  and le arn to age

Te ch notica: to age  in a te ch nological soci-

e ty

Th e  aging socie ty and its  future  citie s

Ch aracte ristics  of th e  olde r consum e r

Th e  ide ntity of olde r adults  in th e  ICT soci-

e ty

Th e  ne e de d conve rge nce  of ge riatrics , ge -

rontology and ge ronte ch nology

W ork s h ops

SIGG/ISG on Italian Ge ronte ch nology

Ple as e  s ubm it proposals  for oth e r de dic-

ate d work s h ops  to th e  unde rs igne d.

Silve stro Mice ra

E: m ice ra@ s s sup.it

Re gional Ch apte rs

Article  15 of th e  article s  of as sociation of 

th e  ISG m e ntions  a board of at le ast 12 

m e m be rs  re pre s e nting diffe re nt countrie s . 

Th e  ISG bye law s  ne e d an e xtra article  to 

follow  up on th is  is s ue . Th e  follow ing addi-

tion to th e  bye law s  is  be ing propos e d:

ARTICLE 13: REGIO NAL CH APTERS

Re gional ch apte rs  of ISG m ay be  form e d as  

soon as  a ce rtain country or re gion h as  25 

or m ore  individual ISG m e m be rs. Th e  aim  

is  to organiz e  national or re gional e ve nts  

unde r th e  tute lage  of th e  ISG. Juridical 

spe ak ing th e y are  cove re d by th e  ISG Art-

icle s  of as sociation. Re gional ch apte rs  

ch oos e  a pre s ide nt, s e cre tary and tre as -

ure r, and draw  up ch apte r-bye law s  de scrib -

ing th e ir organisation and activitie s . 

Ch apte r-bye law s  ne e d th e  approval of ISG 

council be fore  th e  ch apte r can be  insti-

tute d; th e y s h ould be  s ubm itte d to th e  

ISG0-council as  both  th e  original and an 

Englis h  translation (if applicable ). Th e  

ch apte r pre s ide nt s e rve s  as  ISG board m e m -

be r re pre s e nting h is/h e r re gion afte r ap-

proval by th e  Ge ne ral As s e m bly (Article  15 

of th e  Article s  of As sociation). Re gional 

ch apte rs  do not as k  additional m e m be r-

s h ip fe e s  from  th e ir m e m be rs. Th e y m ay, 

h ow e ve r, ne gotiate  k e e ping a portion of 

th e  ISG m e m be rs h ip fe e  for th e ir activitie s , 

in cas e  th e  total am ount due  by th e ir m e m -

be rs  is  transfe rre d to th e  ISG in one  instal-

m e nt e ach  ye ar.’

Th is  article  h as  a provis ional status  until 

it is  approve d by th e  Council and by th e  

Ge ne ral as s e m bly in Pisa, May 2008.

H e rm an Boum a Ph D , ISG pre side nt

E: h e e boum a@ xs4all.nl

W O RLD  NEW S

RNIB als o age -re late d

RINB (Royal National Institute  of th e  Blind) 

is  a socie ty w h ich  –unde r diffe re nt nam e s - 

h as  s upporte d pe rsons  w ith  re stricte d vis -

ion in th e  Unite d K ingdom  s ince  1868, 

w ith  h e r Maje sty Que e n Victoria be com ing 

its  first patron in 1875. It all starte d w ith  

th e  prom otion of braille  for th e  younge r 

pe rsons , but h as  e xpande d to s e rvice s  

th at are  also us e ful to olde r adults  suffe r-

ing from  re ce ntly dim inis h e d e ye s igh t. 

Th is  include s  a talk ing book  s e rvice  (s ince  

19 35), audio de scription (a ve rbal com -

m e ntary de scrib ing e nvironm e nt, body 

language , facial e xpre s s ions  and action 

during s ile nt parts  of vide o, film , te le vi-

s ion and th e atre , s ince  19 9 2), a h e lpline  

offe ring inform ation, s upport and advice  

to pe ople  w ith  a s igh t proble m , th e ir fam -

ilie s  and th e ir frie nds  (s ince  19 9 7), and 

m ore  re ce ntly: ‘Talk  and Support’ w ith  

Te le  Be frie nding (social groups) and Te le  

Support (inform ation groups), both  te le -

ph one -bas e d. Th e  last two m e ntione d s e r-

vice s  e nh ance  opportunitie s  to socialis e , 

le arn, s h are  inform ation and support e ach  

oth e r, and are  m uch  us e d by olde r adults. 

RNIB is  active  in de fining and spre ading 

guide line s  for good (inclus ive ) de s ign, fo-

cus s ing on acce s s ib ility of products  and 

s e rvice s , including e Acce s s ib ility. W ork ing 

towards  inde pe nde nce  for blind and par-

tially s igh te d pe ople  is  th e  m ain aim  of 

th e  socie ty. 'H e lping you live  w ith  s igh t 

los s ' is  th e  s uitable  h e ading of its  w e bs ite .

Info: w w w .rnib.org.uk /

AM D  Alliance  Inte rnational

Age -re late d m acular de ge ne ration (AMD ) 

affe cts  approxim ate ly 25-30 m illion 

pe ople . Th e  AMD  Alliance  Inte rnational is  

a global coalition of vis ion and s e niors ' or-

ganiz ations  de dicate d to rais ing aware -

ne s s  of AMD  and th e  options  available  for 

pre ve ntion, e arly de te ction, tre atm e nt, re -

h abilitation and support s e rvice s. It ad-

dre s s e s  AMD  suffe re rs , th e ir inform al and 

profe s s ional care rs , and e ve n journalists  

in th e  Am e ricas , As ia, South  Pacific, 

Europe , South  Africa, and th e  Middle  East. 

Both  bas ic inform ation and practical guid-

ance  are  de live re d in work s h ops , training, 

in th e  form  of de dicate d printe d m atte r, 

I SG  B u s i n e s s  /  W o rld  n e w s
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W o rld  n e w s

as  w e ll as  th rough  fre e ly available  Inte rne t 

inform ation. 

Info: w w w .am dalliance .org/

Ligh th ous e  Inte rnational

Establis h e d in 19 05, Ligh th ous e  Inte rna-

tional is  h e lping pe ople  of all age s  all ove r 

th e  world to ove rcom e  th e  ch alle nge s  of 

vis ion los s  as  a re sult of cataract, diabe tic 

re tinopath y, glaucom a or m acular de ge ne r-

ation. Its  Arle ne  R. Gordon Re s e arch  Insti-

tute  follow s  th re e  diffe re nt re s e arch  

track s : (i) Vis ion function in individuals  

w ith  norm al and im paire d vis ion, vis ion as -

s e s sm e nt te ch niq ue s , strate gie s  for m axim -

iz ing visual functioning, and is s ue s  re -

late d to acce s s ib ility and e nvironm e ntal 

inte rve ntions; (ii) Psych osocial re s e arch  in-

ve stigating th e  cons e q ue nce s  of vis ion 

im pairm e nt for functional and psych oso-

cial w e ll-be ing, proce s s e s  of adaptation to 

vis ion im pairm e nt, and social and psych o-

logical factors  th at influe nce  adaptation 

and re h abilitation outcom e s , and (iii) Evalu-

ation re s e arch  inve stigating proce s s e s , out-

com e s  and e ffe ctive ne s s  of re h abilitation, 

com m unity outre ach  and e ducation pro-

gram s. Re s e arch  is  always  pe rform e d in 

m ultidisciplinary te am s  cons isting of e xpe r-

im e ntal psych ologists , de ve lopm e ntal psy-

ch ologists , com pute r scie ntists , and social 

w e lfare  re s e arch e rs. Th e  ch os e n m ul-

tidisciplinary approach  re cogniz e s  th e  com -

ple x inte rre lations h ips  am ong bioph ys ic-

al, social and psych ological proce s s e s  th at 

influe nce  th e  functioning and adaptation 

of pe ople  of all age s  w h o are  visually im -

paire d. Th e  re s e arch  institute  offe rs  a vis it-

ing sch olars  program , providing (inte r)na-

tional profe s s ionals  w ith  on-s ite  re s e arch  

opportunitie s . In addition to its  re s e arch  

activitie s  Ligh th ous e  Inte rnational sup-

plie s  inform ation, e ducation and vis ion-re -

h abilitation s e rvice s. Sch olars h ips  and ca-

re e r awards  are  also offe re d to h onour 

outstanding stude nts  and e m ploye d indi-

viduals  w h o are  blind or partially s igh te d. 

Aging &  Vis ion is  Ligh th ous e ’s  fre e  online  

journal for profe s s ionals  in aging, vis ion, 

h e alth  and h um an s e rvice s. 

Info: w w w .ligh th ouse .org/

Aging re s e arch  care e r

Th e  Paul B. Be e son Care e r D e ve lopm e nt 

Awards  in aging re s e arch  aim  at de ve lop-

ing le ade rs  in aging re s e arch , te ach ing 

and practice . Awards  are  adm iniste re d by 

th e  National Institute  of Aging (USA) and 

am ount from  US$ 600,000 to US$ 

800,000 for a m e ntore d tim e  pe riod of 3 

to 5 ye ars. Candidate s  s h ould be  living in 

th e  USA and h aving e arne d a clinical doc-

toral de gre e .

Info: w w w .afar.org/be e son.h tm l

Ph D  s tude nt de s igns  cle aring h ous e

Ge ro-Te ch .ne t (h ttp://ge ro-tech .net/) was  

cre ate d January 31, 2005 to h andle  th e  

m any re s e arch  link s  I e ncounte re d com -

ple ting m y Maste r's  Capstone  on ge ronto-

logy in 2005. I trace  th e  b irth  of m y in-

te re st in Ge ronte ch nology to adapting 

com pute rs  and program s  for m y w ife 's  

spe cial e ducation clas s  to accom m odate  

th e  varie ty of age s  and m e ntal/ph ys ical 

abilitie s  of h e r stude nts  and com paring 

th at to m y ge rontology re late d inte re st in 

te le h e alth  te ch nologie s , in th e  late  19 9 0s. 

In 2001 I starte d look ing for aging and 

te ch nology re late d inform ation. By 2003 

w e  h ad th e  Ce nte r for Aging Se rvice s  

Te ch nologie s  (CAST - w w w .

agingtech .org). By 2004 I was  h ook e d on 

Ge ronte ch nology. Afte r re ading a s h ort 

article  by Jan Rie ts e m a

1

 I k ne w  w h at m y 

Maste r Capstone  would look  lik e . Th e  art-

icle  gave  m e  clue s  as  to h ow  I can com m u-

nicate  w h at ge ronte ch nology is  and w h y 

and h ow  w e  ne e d to and can unde rstand 

it. I starte d to colle ct all inform ation avail-

able  to pre s e nt it at gero-tech .net for all 

to us e . Som e  of th e  W e b link s  com e  from  

th e  Ce nte r for Aging Se rvice s  Te ch nolo-

gie s  (CAST), oth e rs  from  th e  Ce nte r for Re -

s e arch  and Education on Aging and Te ch -

nology - (CREATE), th e  Ce nte r for 

Unive rsal D e s ign, Unive rsal D e s ign Educa-

tion O nline , th e  Fore s igh t Inte llige nt Infra-

structure  Syste m s  Proje ct, th e  Ge ronte ch -

nology Education Ne twork  in Europe  

(GENIE), th e  Inte rnational Socie ty for Ge -

ronte ch nology (ISG), th e  National Re -

source  Ce nte r on Supportive  H ous ing and 

H om e  Modification (NRCSH H M), th e  W e st-

e rn Mich igan Unive rs ity Proje ct AGE w e b-

s ite , Te ch nology for Long Te rm  Care , and 

th e  Trace  Re s e arch  &  D e ve lopm e nt Ce nte r 

(TRACE). In addition to m y Ph D  work  I con-

tinue  to work  on furth e r de ve loping Ge ro-

Te ch .ne t. It s e e m s  e ve ry tim e  I pre s e nt in 

a clas s , w e  e nd up on th at s ite , m y fe llow  

stude nts  always  want to le arn m ore  about 

ge ronte ch nology, and h ow  it applie s  to 

th e ir are as  of inte re st. I h ope  you do too!

Re fe re nce

1.   Rie ts e m a J. Ge ronte ch nology in H igh e r En-

gine e ring Education. In: Graafm ans  J, 

Taipale  V, Ch arne s s  N, e ditors. Ge ron-

te ch nology A Sustainable  Inve stm e nt in 

th e  Future . Am ste rdam : IO S Pre s s; 19 9 8; 
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W o rld  n e w s  /  Fo rth co m i n g

pp 385-389

D avid E. Com eau MSc, Ge rontologist

E: com e auz one @ gm ail.com

Ge ronte ch nology w e b s ite s

In addition to h ttp://ge ro-te ch .ne t, a num -

be r of w e bs ite s  offe r link s  and inform a-

tion on aspe cts  of ge ronte ch nology. A s e -

le ction follow s  for th e  re ade rs ’ 

conve nie nce .

- www.ge ronte ch nology.info - th e  w e bs ite  

of th e  Socie ty

- h ttp://faculty.cua.e du/tran/gsa-tag/ - 

Form al Inte re st Group on Te ch nology &  

Aging of th e  Ge rontological Socie ty of 

Am e rica

- h ttp://w e b.m it.e du/age lab/inde x.s h tm l - 

Age Lab of Mas sach us e tts  Institute  of 

Te ch nology

- www.ge rontote ch nik .de /h om e .ph p - 

GGT D e utsch e  Ge s e llsch aft für Ge ronto-

te ch nik  (in Ge rm an)

- www.ge ronte ch nology.nl/e nglis h .h tm  - 

H e rm an Boum a fund for ge ronte ch nology

- www.iaps -as sociation.org/inde x.h tm l - 

IAPS – Inte rnational as sociation for 

pe ople -e nvironm e nt studie s

- www.jointne t.org.il/ge ronte ch / - Ge -

ronTe ch  - Th e  Is rae l Ce nte r for As s istive  

Te ch nology and Aging

- www.age ing.ox.ac.uk / - Th e  O xford Insti-

tute  of Age ing: addre s s ing global age ing

- www.agingte ch .org/inde x.aspx - CAST - 

Ce nte r for aging s e rvice s  te ch nologie s

- www.d-scie nce lab.be /age tre e /inde x.h tm  

- AGEtre e  de s ign guide

- www.ppe cc.org/ - PPECC – Profe s s ionals  

w ith  pe rsonal e xpe rie nce  in ch ronic care

- www.sfgg.fr/inde x.ph p?id=32 - Ge ron-

te ch nology tas k  group of th e  SFGG (So-

ciété Français e  de  Gériatrie  e t Gérontolo-

gie ) (in Fre nch )

- www.sfu.ca/livinglab/ - Th e  D r. Tong 

Louie  Living Laboratory

- www2.aah sa.org/about_aah sa/de -

fault.asp - AAH SA - Am e rican as sociation 

of h om e s  and s e rvice s  for th e  aging

- h ttp://gaggio.blogspirit.com  - Pos itive  

Te ch nology Journal (ISSN 1825-1501) on 

m ind, brain, and e m e rging te ch nologie s  -

 w ith  fre e  acce s s  on-line  journals  and con-

fe re nce  re ports

J.E.M.H . van Bronsw ijk

E: j.e .m .h .v.bronsw ijk @ ge ronte ch nology.info

CALEND AR  O F EVENTS

Novem be r 5-8, 2006

AAH SA 2006 Annual m e e ting &  e xpos i-

tion: Live  your story, Te ll your story

San Francisco, California, USA

O rganiz e r: Am e rican As sociation of 

H om e s  and Se rvice s  for th e  Aging (AAH SA)

Info: h ttp://aah sa.org/confe re nce s/

annual_m e e ting/de fault.asp

Novem be r 16-17, 2006

Unive rsal de s ign of buildings : Tools  and 

policy

Brugge  and Gits , Be lgium

O rganiz e r: CSTC / W TCB, Brus s e ls , Be lgium

Info: w w w .polis-ubd.net/index.cfm ?cat=

confe rence

Novem be r 17, 2006

GSA-Tag Sym pos ium  at th e  59

th

 Annual 

scie ntific m e e ting of Ge rontological Soci-

e ty of Am e rica: Is s ue s  of e th ics  and pri-

vacy in te ch nology re s e arch  involving 

olde r pe ople  and pe ople  w ith  de m e ntia

D allas , Te xas , USA

O rganiz e r: Ge rontological Socie ty of Am e r-

ica

Info: w w w .agingconfe rence .com /

e_pop_profile s.cfm ?se ssion=1& se ss ion_id=

69 311& class_id=64581

March  7-10, 2007

2007 NCO A-ASA Joint Confe re nce : Le t’s  re -

th ink  aging

Ch icago, Illinois , USA

O rganiz e r: Am e rican Socie ty on Aging 

(ASA) and th e  National Council on Aging 

(NCO A)

Info: w w w .agingconfe rence .org/asav2/

conf/jc/jc07/th em e .cfm ?subm enu1=

gene ralinfo

April 2007

First East Africa policy-re s e arch  dialogue  

on age ing

Ve nue  not ye t k nown

O rganiz e r: AFRAN, a standing com m itte e  

of th e  Inte rnational As sociation of Ge ron-

tology and Ge riatrics

Info: w w w .age ing.ox.ac.uk /afran/

confe rence s.h tm

April 17-21, 2007

Ge ograph ie s  of practice  and th e  urban 

outdoors

San Francisco, California, USA

O rganiz e r: As sociation of Am e rican Ge o-

graph e rs

Info: w w w .aag.org/annualm e etings/

SF2007/index.cfm

April 18-20, 2007

Th e  Inte rnational Educational and Ne t-

work ing Forum  for e H e alth , Te le m e dicine  

and H e alth  ICT (Me d @ Te l)
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Fo rth co m i n g

Luxe m bourg, Luxe m bourg

O rganiz e r: Luxe xpo SA

Info: w w w .m edetel.lu/index.ph p

May 13-15, 2007

Am e rican Te le m e dicine  As sociation 2007 

Annual Me e ting

Nas h ville , Te nne s s e e , USA

O rganiz e r: Am e rican Te le m e dicine  As soci-

ation

Info: w w w .am e ricantelem ed.org/

abstracts2007/CallMain.asp

May 14-15, 2007

2

nd

 ISG Maste r clas s  for Ph D  stude nts  in Ge -

ronte ch nology

Eindh ove n, th e  Ne th e rlands

O rganiz e r: Ch air ‘Public h e alth  e ngine e r-

ing for built e nvironm e nts ’, Te ch nisch e  

Unive rs ite it Eindh ove n

Info: w w w .ph e .tue .nl

May 24-25, 2007

Th e  5

th

 Europe an Inte ractive  TV Confe r-

e nce  (EuroITV 2007): Inte ractive  TV: a 

Sh are d Expe rie nce

Am ste rdam , th e  Ne th e rlands

O rganiz e r: National Re s e arch  Institute  for 

Math e m atics  and Com pute r Scie nce  in th e  

Ne th e rlands

Info: w w w .cw i.nl/events/2007/

euroitv2007

June  16 - 19 , 2007

Fe stival of inte rnational confe re nce s  on 

care giving, disability, aging and te ch no-

logy (FICCD AT)

Toronto, Canada

O rganiz e r: Sm art Move  Training and D e ve l-

opm e nt Inc, Toronto, Canada

Info: w w w .ficcdat.ca

June  18 - 20, 2007

7

th

 Inte rnational confe re nce  of IA H SA: Th e  

global age ing ne twork : Le ading ch ange , 

s h aring innovation, e nh ancing life

St. Julian's , Malta

O rganiz e r: Inte rnational As sociation for 

H om e s  and Se rvice s  for th e  Age ing (IA H SA)

Info: h ttp://w w w .iah sa.net/m alta/

June  18-21, 2007

11

th  

Inte rnational confe re nce  on m obility 

and transport for e lde rly and disable d pe r-

sons  (TRANSED  2007/CO MO TRED  2007): 

Be nch m ark ing, e valuation and vis ion for 

th e  future

Montre al, Canada

O rganiz e r: Canada Transport

Info: w w w .tc.gc.ca/transe d2007

July 22-27, 2007

Th e  12

th

 Inte rnational Confe re nce  on 

H um an-Com pute r Inte raction

Be ijing, Ch ina

O rganiz e r: H CI Inte rnational

Info: w w w .h cii2007.org/h om e .h tm l

Septem be r 6-8, 2007

Re alitie s  of Age ing: Re s e arch  into action

Sh e ffie ld H allam  Unive rs ity, Sh e ffie ld, 

Unite d K ingdom

O rganiz e r: Britis h  Socie ty of Ge rontology

Info: w w w .bsg2007.org.uk /

O ctobe r 11-12, 2007

H ous ing and e nvironm e ntal conditions  in 

post-com m unist countrie s

Gliw ice , Poland

O rganiz e r: Th e  Sile s ian Unive rs ity of Te ch -

nology

Info: h ttp://k onfe rencje .polsl.pl/iaps/

default.aspx

O ctobe r 22-25, 2007

8

th

 As ia / O ce ania Re gional Congre s s  of 

Ge rontology and Ge riatrics : Aging di-

ve rs ity in As ia and O ce ania re gion: 

H e alth , participation, s e curity &  s h aring

Be ijing, Ch ina

O rganiz e r: Ge rontological Socie ty of Ch ina

Info: w w w .aog2007.org/

May 21-23, 2008

6

th

 Inte rnational confe re nce  on ge ronte ch -

nology: Inte llige nt te ch nologie s  for an act-

ive  longe vity

Pisa, Italy

O rganiz e r: Scuola Supe riore  Sant’ Anna in 

collaboration w ith  th e  Italian Ch apte r of 

th e  ISG

Info: w w w -arts.sssup.it/isg08/

Announce m e nts  of m e e tings  and oth e r 

e ve nts  for th e  Ge ronte ch nology cale ndar 

s h ould be  s ubm itte d by e -m ail to:

j.e .m .h .v.bronsw ijk @ ge ronte ch nology.info.

Th e  e ditors  de cide  to include  or not in-

clude  th e  announce m e nt of a ce rtain 

e ve nt.

Th e  m ost up-to-date  forth com ing list m ay 

be  found at www.ge ronte ch journal.ne t




