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A g e i n g  S o c i e t y

tion in society; key examples are ignoring 
older people, dismissing their needs, or 
stereotyping.

The IFA recognises that health and activity 
are life-long commitments, and should be 
as much a priority for older people as they 
are for the younger generation. The average 
lifespan around the world is rising, result-
ing from general improvements in health 
and quality of life; this is a tremendous 
achievement. Having a positive quality of 
life requires secure living environments, 
social connectedness, access to the ne-
cessities of life including health and social 
care, and information about healthy life-
styles and activity. Governments can sup-
port productive lifestyles for people as they 
age through policy initiatives that facilitate 
healthy, active and involved lifestyles and 
promote a positive vision of older people 
as productive members of society.

The International Federation on Ageing 
(IFA) is proud to treat these and other is-
sues at the IFAs 9th Global Conference 
which has special emphasis of the impact 
of design on ageing in Montréal, Canada 
in September 20082, scheduled shortly 
after the International Conference of the 
ISG in Pisa, Italy3.  The aim of this event is 
to bring together leading designers, manu-
facturers, academics, service providers, 
planners, developers, and governments 
from all parts of the world to showcase 
their products and innovative policies.

In future events it could also be a venue 
for corporate, government and civil soci-
ety to foster partnerships, discuss licensing 
and trade agreements, and develop export 
opportunities that respond to generation-
al and cultural nuances of communities 
around the world.
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Healthy longevity
The Taiwan National Palace Museum has 
on display a 191 mm high statue of a smil-
ing figure in good health with a jewel in its 
left hand and a walking stick in the right 
one. The statue embodies the god of lon-
gevity offering long life, health, and peace. 
Indeed the figure looks vital and healthy 
with only a walking stick as technical 
aid. The eldest man in Chinese folk tales, 
Pengzu, reached an age of 800 years
This gem of craftsmanship has been cut out 
of one piece of pure rock crystal (quartz), 
except for the jewel and the ‘wooden’ 
walking stick that are made of ivory. Pure 
quartz or silicon dioxide (SiO2) is clear as 
water and hard as jade. In ancient China it 
was also known as ‘water jade’, ‘water es-
sence’, or ‘Bodhisattva’s pure stone’.  
The statue originates from the imperial 
Yung-shou (Lasting life) Palace in Beijing, 

a residence of empresses and consorts 
of China’s last dynasty, the Ch’ing.  It has 
been reproduced by courtesy of the Na-
tional Palace Museum, Taiwan, R.O.C. 
(www.npm.gov.tw/exh96/Dazzling/de-
scriptions03_en.html).
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